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C . 
CHAPTER I * - >  

GENE 1 : ~ ~  

iSl~~lora District IS tlie north-eastern district of the Klimmal 
Division. I t  lies belween the pilr~llels of 29" 5' ahd 30" 49' of 
north latitude and betwean 72" 2' and 81" 31' of east longitude. 

I ts  whole area is some 5,000 square miles. 
I n  former days, i . e . ,  in tlie tiines of the Katydr and Chand 

dynasties, Klirnaon consisted ot approxi~nately what is Aow the 
Almora District. 

After the Nepal War the 11111 tracts that had been annexed wars  
divided into the two Distr~cts of Alnlora and GarhwAl the whole 
being under a  commission^. 

After Sir Henry Iianlsay (1856-84) gave over charge it soon 
became evident that the Xtirnaon District was too large a charge 
for a single man and this was one of the chief reasolls for the 
separation from it of the present Naini TB1 District in 1892. The 
1-enlai~lder of the old I<6iriaon District xvas henceforward known as 
the Alrnora District though the inllsbitants still refer to themselves 
as ' 'Klimaya' ' . 

Further ~tioclificatiolls took place 111 1910 wl~eli the 13hlibar, ol 
Tasai area, was transferred to the Naini TAl District. 

The Almora District lies within the Himalayan system a d  
fully one-third of it lies within the outermost great snowy baujer 
whicli has amongst its lnore not;~ble peaks Nal-tdako+ and the 
Panchchlili group. .. 

The country consists of a snccession of lsid&es de&ea floni t h ~  
snowy range from which they slope in a southerly direction. 

Boundaries.-,4lmora is separa&d on the west from Garhwal by 
a 11ne partly natural and partly artificial. Leaving the.Tibetx11 
water-parting at a point west of t k  Uzta-dhura pass the boui~dttry 
follows the ridge on which the pass is situated to an eastern buttress 
of Nanda DAvi in Garhwhl, thence it descends in a d;rectioa 8 ntfile 
to the west of sonth, and crossing the Pind6r ascends to the top of * 

a range which flanks that river on the. south. Thue it f o l b m  to 
a high point called Badhhng~rh from which it strikes across the  
heads of the western Rhrngange and its amlent the Banao to %he 
ridge separating this river from the basin of the Nay&r i~ GarhwS1. 
This ridge forms the boundary for some miles in a southerly direc- 
tion ; and when the ridge tnrns off to the west the boundary des- 
cends to the RBmganga, which it crosses, and pasing over the 
outer range, drops down to Ifohan on the KO+ P r o q  Mohan 
eastwards Almora marches mith the Naini TAl District, from whicl~ 
it is separated partly by the Kosi ~ i v e r  and by a line f 0 1 1 0 ~ ~  
ing the boundaries of villages composing pattis made over to the  



Xsini T61 bistrict in 1892. On the east the KBli from its source 
in the Lipu Lekh pass to its issue into the plains near Barmdeo, 
where it assumes the name of Shrda, separates Almorrt from Nepal. 
S)n?he north the water-parting ridge separa.tes Almora from Tibet,. 

. , Moul;~tains.-In the dlillora District the loftiest snowy pealis do 
hot lie along the course of the Tibetan watershed. They iii.~: 

situaCeU, at the southern extremity of snow-clad spurs extending 
south from the water-parting ridge, and at a distance of from 20 
to 30 miles from it. They are separated frqm one another bg the 
deep gorges which carry off the drainage from the southern slopea 
of that ridge. The chicf of these groups both in natural grandeur 
and in geographical importance is the group of which Nanda bevi 
is the oc~lrninnt~ing peak. I ts  highest summit, which attains an 
elevation of 25,689 feet above the sea-level, belongs to the GarhwQ1 
District, but a-n eastern buttress 24,379 feet high 1s situated on the 
border between that district and Almora. The nlost easterly peak 
of Trishl (22,360 feet) also lies on the bozudary, and it is connected 
with Nanda Devi by a ridge exceeding 21,000 feet in height. 
From this ridge a spur diverges towards the south-west, rlslng 
above the PindBri glacier to 20,740 feet and in Nandakot to 92,530 
feet. The Nanda, Devi group is continued northwards to the 
Unta-dhlira ridge by a chain of peaks 21,772, 22,940 and 20,344, 
feet high. 6 

Minor Groups.-The other groups of snowy peaks to which 
atteniion has to be drawn, though in themselves of vast proportions 
assume a secondary importance when compared with the range just 
described. East of Nanda Devi and her sisters stands the noble 
rriass of Panchchuli, situated between the Gori and the Dhauli. 
The highest peak hits an altitude of 22,661 feet. From the west 
its aspect is superb; it presents the appearance of a vast while 
pyramia supprted by symmetrical peaks of the same form. 

e *  
D The principal bde of ~ & e r - ~ a r t i n ~  along the Tibetan frontier 
is a ridge of pea t  altitude. Its mean elevation exceeds 18,000 feet 
above the sea. At no point is it possible to  enter Tibet from the 
south without rising to nearly 16,800 feet, and the passes are mora 
commonly above 17,500 feetc ,- 

Riser bss7n.s.-~he transverse ridge from the Tibetan water- 
p&ing Jq Nandakot extends southward beyond Nandakot and then 
swqs,round&qa, soubh-w~st$rly direction to the Garhwel border 
immediately ~ o u t h  of the valley by which 'the Pindk river leaves 
thedistrict. I t  thus Zivides the drainage area of the R61i system, 
which enters the plains at Barmdeo, from that of the Ganges and 
i te  affluend.. For a, space it forms the boundary between the two 
district8 and then bending to the west, encloses the head waters of 
the Gumti river and re-enters Almora at the point where the-three 
pattis P$la Giwer, and MaIla and Bichla Eatylir meet. Thence 
it proceeds in a sbuth-east direction separating the basin of the 
Gumti, an affluent'of the Shrju, from that of the RBmganga and its 
tributaries. T)e range continueo to the southern boundary of the 



district tllrough Binsir and Jageswair, slightly to tee east a1 
Lal~~ei.r:i. The dr~tinage ol tlie whole of the tract to the east of 
tliis r~dge is curied off by the XAli arid it,s tributaries. The coun- 
. t ~ y  to tlie west is drained by the P indk ,  the western Hkrngangq 
itnd the Kosi, wliich ultiinately merge their waters with those bf 
the Gmges. . - 

The RGli on the enst ha,s its true source in the Icuthi-ya.lll;ti 
wl~i(:!i nfler the infall of the Iililapani river t,al;es the nsl:ic 9f Jlilili. 
The 1:61;hi river has a south-easterly course to the junation. AfLer 
the junction the united-&ream turns gently t0w:tl.d~ the south-west 
and pursues a course newly at right angks to the mate?-parting 
ridge. Nest cornes trhe Dha.11li and then tlhe Gori, both with a 
simllar south-easterly direction, meeting the XQli elnlost at ri&t 
angles. Last comes the Skju ,  the greatest of its tributal?Qs, with 
a general south-easterly course after taking its great bend at, BBges- 
war. The minor streams which are amuents of these greater 
L;rib~.lta.ries observe the same rule and fall into . their principd 

.streams at right angles tootheir course; such are the Gumti and 
the eastern RQmganga. 

!L'his river, the FAli, on leaving the hills a t  Bi.~rrndeo is k n o ~ ~ n  
-as the SBrds and low@ down as the Ghagra to its confluence with 
t,he C+a.~~ges at the eastern estremity of the Bnl l i~  Dist,rict. 

There is consideFable trade with Tibet. The chief imports 
:are : Borax, wool, sheep end goats. 

The borax is packed in bags weighing about 15 pounds .each, 
which a,re bro~ight across the passes fastened on the baclis of sheet 
.and goats. 

The larger portion of the wool is sent down to Cawnpore. ' 

The chief ex~~or t s  wi th  'I'ibet are food grains such a,s wllest,, 
.barley, rice and nl~mdns, together with bra,ss, .copp&, i rm,  sugar 
.and tobacco and ssll;. • - 

Climate.-The climate is thorwghly Indian. The order of t,he 
.three seasons is the same as in the plains of Upper India; a well- 
marked winter, almost entirely without snow, is folloGed by a 
.summer of nearly tropical heat whych k agaln succee.16ii by a season 
of periodical rain. After the close of the rains at 44e mi$dJe or 
.end of September the sky is serene and the atmosphere t r a n s p a r ~ ~ i . ,  
The months of October and November arg characterisee mot only 
by clear skies and callns, but by a s e a t  tempmathre reagd%nd 
heavy clews ;it night. Tliese conditions prevail through the grcaier 
part of December, and during that lnonch ind  those which'precede 
and follow it the exposed therrnorueter usually recwds several 
degrees of frost at night. I n  midwinter, however,'clouds often 
intel;fere with the free radiation of heat at night. and some ra.in 
,usually falls at this season, which above a.n altitude of about 5,000 
'feet appears in the form of snow. These conditions, with inter- 
v a l ~  of bright fine weather, ought to continuti through January, - 



4 . 
l?ebruarypand March. EYIesuwhile the thermometer rlses gradu- 
ally and by fhe middle of April the heat increases rapidly, while 
the slr becomes exceedingly dry. During Jfzy and the first half 
of-Jnne, while the nights remain cool, the temperature c o n t ~ n n e ~  

'to increase, though less rapidly than in April, and as the rainy 
sgason approaches the range of temperature diminishes and the 
nights tjecome hot a'nd close. Rain rarely falls in the hot weather, 
but .lmilstorms of considerable violence accompanied by thunder 
and lig%tnin are not uncommon. They are practically confined' 
however to t !?I e vicinity of high mountains and are exceedingly local 
in their-effects. The crops in half a field rnay be cut to pieces, 
while in the other half &hey are left untouched. During the latter 
half of June  the sea-winds increase in strength and gradually ad- 
vance along the foot of the Himalayas until by the beginning of 
July the rains have usually set in all over the district. Breaks are 
frequent and, if long maintained, are fatal to the crops, for owing 
to the steep slope of the hills the water soon drains off and in a 
few davs the ground is dry and hard, while s fortnighl's fine 
weather renders i t  almost as dry and du'sty as in the middle of the 
hot weather. General Btrachey writes of the seasons in the 
mountain zone. "The same general sequence of the seasons take3 
place in the mountains as in the plains. Rere, however, every 
altitude. has its own special temperature, fr'om the lower valleys 
where the heat is still overpoweringly great to $he legions of eternal 
frost; but at all elevations in slzmmer the force of the sun's ray8 
is excessive. The summer rains too gradually diminish in strenglh 
as we move along the chain from east to west . . . . . . . . The heaviest 
falls invariably take place on those portions of the chain most ex- 
p ~ e d  to the south, increasing in amount up to a certain height 
(not T-el*! exactly determined, but probably about 4,000 feet) ; at 
the same time every high and continuous ridge most sensibly 
diminishes the s~zpply of rain that falls on the country to the north 
of it ,  a$ y g % n d  as wq approach the Indian watershed that the 
quantity is very srqall and-that the monsoon only just drops a 
few partial shower's on the southern border of 'Tibet. The winter 
as  may be supposed is extreme3 r igoro~~s on the summit of the 
tableland; and at  this season or in spring the only important preci- 
pitation takes place in the f o p  rJ snow. but it is excerdingly sn~all  
in quantity."- The mean annual temperature dimi-nshes as the 
heiohteincrmses. Rut cancl~~sions drawn frim the altitude done. 

cargapt  JGA he misleading. Places which lie behind the outermost 
high-ridge are  subject 'to a, ~ ~ n c h  smaller rainfall than stations 
situr~ted on the rj&e or in valleys opening to the s ~ l t h  and exposed 
to tke fill1 force of the rr~iny winds. 

I n  the ,river valleys f~.om Bplbil to October, except during or- 
~hor t ly  afterheavy rain, the heat is alwq-s exc~wive, a result due 
partly to the inkensity of the sun's rays throngh the comparatively 
thin hill air but chiefly to reflection from the two steep hillsides 
which u~?wlly ellclpse the valley 011 either side. 111 the cold 
weathex the climateis more pleasaln. but cold fogs often follow Lhe- 
vinter showers. Hoar frost 11167 be found on the grass in the. 
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valley while the hillside a thousanu feet or so above fs quite free. 
from it. I n  open situations 500 or 1,000 feet a.bove the valley 
the climate is more equable, though in all places below 5,000 feet 
the heat is excessive during the months of May and June. A%ove. 
5,000 feet the shade heat in the summer is sufficiently tempered'by 
the altitude to make it agreeable to the European c o n s t i t u t i ~ r ~ ,  
while the winter, if too cold for comfort except during the xiddle 
d the day, is still far from approaching the low tempe,ratm.of the. 
same sea,son in England. Snow in the south of tha district rarely 
falls below 5,000 feet., though in the north it occas~onally falls as. 
low as 4,000. . 

Rainfall.-The observed l~illlual rainhll in the district varies 
from 40 inches at Almora to 98 at Tanakpur. The actual mean 
of the whole district is 60 inches; but this figure is of litile value, 
because the rainfall in any given place appears to depend so entircly 
upon its surro~mdings. 

Communication. I. Rail.-The Roiillkund and liiima,on Rail- ' 
way approaches the Distrkt at three points but possesses no station 
in it. 

The most easterly branch bifurcates from the main (metre, 
gauge,) Bareilly-Lncknow line at Pilibhit and proceeds in a north- 
ea,sterly direction to Tsnakpur ; this bral~ch feeds t l ~ e  eastern por- 
tion of the District. 1 

In the centre is the most important branch from Bareilly, with, 
its terminus s t  Kithgodhm (originally Kdth-godown ; I<Ath= wood). 

Four rniles below Khthgod8m is the iu~port~ant and repidly 
increasing town and market of Haldwhni ; it is here that most of '  
the bartering takes place during the cold weather. This bran& 
feeds the cart roads to Rhnikhet, Almora, and Naini TAl. 

To the west another branch connects Moredabad with &Lam-- 
nagar at  the foothills-this taps the western portion. :£ the District. 

A cross line connects RBmnagar with L&a on t'he*~areilb-, 
Khthgoddm branch. 

11. Roads.-ia) A well grad&d and good road connects Kuth-. 
goddm with Rhnikhet (49 miles) and Almora (79 miles).. 

From Katarmsl, 8 miles fro; A h o r a ,  s road runs to Baijnath 
(36 miles) on the Nandpraycig pilgrim route. . - 

( b )  Proill R,hmni~gar a cart road, in fair colldit,ioll oely, runs t8. 
Rbnikhet (65 miles:. Prom G6J'ardlati: on tlGsOroad, a Wnch 
runs in a northerly direction to Bikhia Sen (11 miles). Tgis is. 
the route froin KBdernith and Bedrinith m Garhn.61. 

All other tracks in the District are bridle paths'suitable fw. 
pack or cooly transport only ; the more important ones are usuitlly 
about t.en feet wide, carefully, graded, slid in mask cases therc are. 
bridges over the la.rger streams. . 

The District is well provided with inspecti~n bullgalows which 
are maintained by different Depa'rtments. 
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Subdivishn.--For purposes of Civil Administration the Uistrict 
(of Almora is divided into four subdivisions and 11 "pargi~nas". 

Headquarters . . . BSrahmandal and D&~lpur parganas. 
Z&l i  . . . P&li-Pschaun and Phaldalr6t parganas. . Pithoraprh . . . Shor, Sira, Askot, Dhhrma and Johlr 

parganas. .- Lnhagh8t . . , Gangoli and KBli K6maon parganos. 

A T&ble showing the "Pattis" belonging to the different ptir- 
.ganas is given in Appendix "A". 

The derivation of the word "Khrnaon" is wrapped in mystery 
and tradiiiion. The village bards give th: following explan* 
tions :- D 

According to some, it is a corruption of Khrrnachnl, froin 
Khrrns, a tortoise, and Bnchal, a hill, as Vishnu in his second in- 

. ..carnation as a tortoise is said to have appeare4 and lived for a ~,ime 
.close to Khnadeo peak, in talla CharAl patti, where there is still a 
.semblance of a tortoise on a stone. 

According to others, t,he RAja RQn~cl~lndra, wlleu. lie slew tile 
demon Khmbhkarn cut off its head and sent it to K6maon by  he 
.hand of Hanumhn, who set it up on the Khnadeo peak. This hsad 
formed a regular lake which was in after ages destroyed by Bhim- 
.sen Pandha  after cremating his own son, Ghatotkach, at the east- 
.ern corner now known as Ghatu, where there is a temple in the 
t 
middle of a fine deodar grove, and which rec&ves sacrifice every 
.year in September. 

According to others the word K6maon is derived from 
memirig an earning person, and there is no doubt that the people 
.of,the IGli XGmaon pargana were mostly born traders in different 
wares so.that this may also be a possible solution. 

The prefixing of the word "Erili" is also- interpreted differently. 
'Some say it is so called becaiuse of its situation so near to the Kdli 

' .River which fcurns the boundary between India and Nepa,l. 
F - According to 0 t h - e ~  it is nkmed after one X&ln Ta,rBgi, who at 

one time owneu and ruled the Champawat neighbourhood and 
whose descendants still live in that vicinity. 

Some 6tate that it is so called kecause the great,er part of i t  was 
*covered by dense or black fore& or' oak and deodar. 

Derigatioq df Alma.-Tradition has it that the earlier ~ a n t e o s  
Pr l rn~ra ,~  who were Tiwaris, were obliged under the terms of 

t eir-graiit to provide ardaily supply of sorrel for cleansing the 3 
vesseis o? the gunT Temple at- Ka-tarmal. 

It'is ~uggested that ^the word Almora is corrupted from the 
vernacular w;rd for sorrel, which is Lamorn (Sanskrit amln, mean- 
ing sour). * 
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HISTORY 

Mateiial for the early hlstory of the District is scarce. 1 

Froln a 1oll.g and conlplete treatise in "Himalayan ~ist l .~ctg '" ,  
Vol. 11, by Mr. E. T. Atkinson, it appears that the r u r ~ l   POP^^. 
hion of Iifirnaon, namely the Khasiyas, are ideniified wit11 th8 
Khasas (referred to by P t ~ l e ~ n y ) ,  a warlike tribe of 413ian 01- 

Scythian blood; they were brokcn up by conqnest $nd revolution 
during the past two thousand years. 

I t  is safe to assume that during the dark ages tlie co:ntrs now 
known as I(6maon consisted of a multit118e of petty principal~ties, 
consolidated after centuries of warfare into one state under the 
Chand RAjAs. Whether these local chiefs ever owned any'nomilisl 
allegiance to the kings in the plains is doubtful, but it is of interest 
to note that, according to Ferishta, the Porus who opposed, in H.C. 
326, Alexander at the passage of the Hydaspes (R. Jhelum) is ' 
identified by the Brahdnical  historians with a RAjh Phur of 
Xfimaon, 

The history of Xhmaon in the early eras is not divided from 
that of Northern India and there is no local written history ; conse- 
quently Inany of the dates are vague and in parts the "story" is 
surmise. 1 

The Chinese Buddhist pilgrim traveller Hwen T h s a ~ g  rnentiolls 
rhat about 630 A.D. there were flourishing rulers in GarhwQl and 
Western Kdmaon and that Buddhism existed in the hills at that 
period. 

Sankka Achkya however completely removed Buddhism fr'o~n 
Kdmaon by force, sometime about the seventh or eight centuries. 

For many centuries the ruling race in Xhmaon were the 
Katliris with their capital at Joshimath in GarhwAl, *nd after- 
wards, as a result of religious quarr;ls, at I<!tikayap6ra near fie 
present BaijnQth in Eathylir. 

Here it is interesting to note that in Afghanistan the name 
Xatlira was given to the ruling familg of the Iiho or Xllosa which 
still exists in the neighbourhoosof Ghitral. 

The last king of the Katylir line was Bir Deo who wahrnurder- 
ed owing to his oppression and incompetence. 

0 1  
0 

He used to fasten iron rings on. to We sho;ul ers of,hih litter 
bearers and through these rings pass the poles of !l is litter so Chat 
the bearers might not be able to throw hi?n down the "&had&'. 

However, weary with his oppression, two meg were found 
patriotic enough to  throw themselves and the -RQjB over the 
precipice. 

On the death of Bir Deo the Katylir ~ i n g d o g  broke u~ and his 
descendants established themselves in different parts-ef the area 
whence they harried the surrounding country from their fortified 
Billtopa. 
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dbout tkis period (950 A.D.) a family established itself neaI 
Champawat in the X&li Xhmaon pargana which was to rise to the 
height of power and finally to re-unite the whole of Xlimaon under 
one7a:er. The founder of this family was Som Chand, a Chandra- 
&hsi Rnipt~t who 1s said to have iminigrated from Jhusi, near 
Allaliabnd. 

F Q ~ ;  rnnlly generations there were interprincipality bickerings 
throughout the District but gradually the Chands gained the ascen- 
dnllcy and be&ime the chief power until the Gurkha invasion of 
1790. , 

s,,,, clli,nd was an ;fl)le admillistrator and soon gained contrc~l 
ai the cc,:lntyy in his vicinity : he was followed by his direct des- 
cendanisc nothing of interest occurred until the revolt of the 
Khasiyas (1055 A.D.). 

Bira Chand (1260 -4.D.) with the assistance of the Brehman 
and Rhjplit immigrants from the plains restored the Chaild 
Dynasty, until the tiriie of (farur-GySnCChand (1374 A.D.) who 
proceeded t o  Delhi in order to petition the Emperor Feroze for   he 
strip of country along the foothills to be restored to him as this 
had been encroached-on by petty chiefs of the plains-this petition 
was granted but subsequently the Musalmhn governor of Sambhkl 
seized Tella des BhAbar but was finally ejected., 

D~lring his colnparatively short reign (1437-50 A.D.) Biirati 
Chand extended the encroachments commenced by GyAn Ciland 
which .ended in the consolidation of the whole of the  south-east 
oEcKlimaon under Chand rule. 

'He then proceeded against the RAjA of Doti (on the left bank df 
the River KAli) and forced him to relinquish all claiin t o  suzerainly 
lhat he had previously enjoyed over KAli Ehmaon. 

H e  wcs [allowed by his son Ratan Chand, who had controlled 
ihe war against Dotiein 1450: H e  was the first RdjA to make 
fixed arrangements 'and in many other ways managed the affairs 
of government in an  orderly fashio;. 

He ha* further trouble with the Rdjh of Doti but extended hic; 
territory northward and annexd  %lor. 

He. %as succeeded in 1488 by his son Kirjti  Challd who 
bore& warlike reputation. Shortly after he came to the throne 
tfie DotiyQ8 invaded 1iiin~:ion in force, but they were repulsed anti 
SO d isGdor ted  b ~ t  they did hot dare to attack K&Ii KGmaon for 
a con&der?ble time. % 

After this Kirati Chand marched westwal.ds and occupied 
BBrdhrnanda1"and PBli as far as Salt, where the remaining E a t y ~ r i s  
B i thbt.00d him, - 

The conquest 'of Plialdakot was next undertaken and proved a 
more difficqlt task but finally the Chands prevailed. 

He then returned. to Champamat consolidating his conquests. 
by f i e  sppointrnent of administrative oficers as he went along. 
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I(ix;iti Chand must be looked on as one o l  l,ne lnost'active and 

successful princes of his family. 
For the next fifty years no further cxteusion took place and-the 

reigiiing IihjijQs contented themselves in consolidating. 
In  1555 l3hikam Chand ascended the throne and disturbances 

again arose in Doti so his adopted son Balo I(aly&n was sent to qu'elT 
it. Whilst Chis operatioil was being carried OUL the R&j& was 
trottbled by r:ews of a rising in PAli, and he hi~~lself proceeded to 
that area. . 

These risings conV1nced the RAji th:~t liis kingdom required a 
more central capital than Champewat. .He therefore decided to 
settle near the old fort of Iih&gintira and make it Eis seat of govern- 
ment. A plot was formed to irustra~c this design and, a, semi- 
illdependent Ichasiya chief of Rdlngarh in the Gagas hllls named 
Oajil\v:~, with his me11 entered the Iihdgmdra fort and slew the 
RAjA and his followers while they were asleep. GAjawa's triumph 
was short lived, Balo KalyBn C h a ~ d  on hearing the news hastily 
came to terins with Doti &d hastening to the spot took exemplary 
vengeance on all the Ichasiyas of the neigl~bourhood (1560 A.D.). 

Halo Iialyjn Chand oil his accession made the XhAgm4ra hill 
his capital, calling it Almors. Soon after his accession he annex- 
ed Gangoli. 

His great desire was to acquire the country between Gangoli 
and the RSli river so he urged his wife to beg from her brother, 
the Htija of Doti, the pargana of Sira as a dowry ; tlie Rijh how- 
ever refr~sed this as he stated that Sira was his chief possession 
(Sir) and was therefore as dear to him as his own head. 

I)Qnpur, which was next taken in 1564 A.D., had long been 
independent under its own Khasiya RGls but had of late years 
been broken up into numerous petty districts, practically the land- 
holders in each village acknowledged no other authority than their 
own and thus fell an easy prey. * - .  * - 

I n  these newly acquired tracts it was the c~lstorn for the cadets 
of the Chand house to be entrustRd with the mznagement. These 
junior members were called Raotklas and were given cqnsiderable 
gm~its  of land for their support., 

Balo IialyAn's busy reign e n d a  in 1565 A.Q. and he was 
fallowed by his son Rfidra Chand, and during the first p~r t ion  of 
his reign he had considerable trouble with the Musalmsp ovehorg 
of the plains who wished to destroy $e idols of tb "infifeldi and 
to plunder the treasury of the Rlimaon RAj4s who were believed 
tto have immense sums hidden away. . 

The hill tradition is that Rlidra Chand l~rtving~attail~ed his 
majority drove the Musalmhn officials from the Tarai.. 

.Complaints were made to Delhi and reinforcements were sent 
to aid the governor of KBtehir. Rlidra Cha~id, feeling that he 
could not defeat the enemy in the open field, propos%fl that thc 
cldm to the Tarai should be decided by single combat. Rddra 
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Chand rep~esented the Hindus, and after a long struggle deleatecf 
the Mogllal champion. Later R6dra Chand visited the Emperor 
at Delhi and was allowed an audience. The story of the coillbat 
is probably pure fiction, but the boast is pardonable when we have 
fh acknowledgment that the Moghals were never able to penetrate 
into the hills. 

h O 

~ u r t h e r  negative testimony in the hin-i-Akbdri proves conciu- 
sively %bat no portion of the hills ever paid tribute to Akbdr. 

The RAjAS mother, who had attempted to obtain Sira as d 
dowry, refused to become "sati" on the deat-h of her husband until 
her son ssiould take Sira arh. E 

Regarding this capture there is a legend %hat can be compared 
with tha famons story of Robert Rruce and the spider. 

About 1581 A.D. RbA-a Chand made an effort to capture  sir,^- 
garh but was defeated. H e  then called in a local BrAhrnan- 
Parkhu-in order to discover the strength of the enemy and l h c  
nature of their defences. Three timesewere the forces of IG6dra 
Chand defeated and Parkhn 0ed. 

The legend goes on to relate that as he was resting (incognito) 
under a tree he saw a dung-beetle trying to  move a plece of cow- 
dung Co its hole. Four tinies it failed but the fifth effort was 
successful. ,- 

Parkhu then called for food, and rice boiled in milk (khir) was 
brought him : whilst eating he spilt a lot and lost i t  with llle 
result'that an old woman who was looking on said. "You are as 
great s fool as Parkhu, he can't take Sirs, you can't eat Khira-- 
be'gin From the edge and wol-k towards the micldle of the dish and 
you will lose no rice. If Pal-khn hail begun from the outside and 
stopped the supplies the garrlson of Sira would soon yield." 

Parkhn .without revealing* liis identity went off and acted on 
*this advice with the result that the fort was abandoned. 

Rf~dra Chand now determined to extend his territory into 
Badhhn CGarhwd) and called on Parkhu to superintend the opers- 
tions : the route led through the vaty6r valley held by Sukphl Deo 
the last Iiatiiri Raja. * . 

JIi~lZrAln 'Shah, Rhi:i of Garhw4 offered to help Sukpiil and 
aent twohhrces to assist. Pa~khix was lrilled near Gmaldam artd 
the Rimaonis Rsed to Allfiora, 

&drg Channd then &eclded to punish the Katplir Raja before 
invading Garhwal again. H e  tllerefore overran the valley and 
finadly killeathe RtijA and laid waste the whole conntry. 

On R6dra Clpnd's dedh  his son Lakshmi Chand reigned inr his 
stead, a d  invaded GarhwCll seven times to be repulsed each tlrrle 
with heavyloss and,in the last expedition onlv manaped to escape 
himself in a most ignolninons manner 



S T  11 
5 

Being consclenae-strlckei a11d fearing that a lax observallce of 
religious dutles was accountable for his he built the 
L~chmeswdr te~uples at 13dgesm6r and Alinortt, and ilii~de g ~ i t ~ l t s  
to other great temples. l i e  also completely restored the .  d d  
Hdgeswdr temple and, el~cnnlplng at the corifluel~ce o:' llie Giilnti 
and Shrju rivers near BligeswBr, paid his devotions to  the g ' o b  
before commencing his eighth expedition. Tliis t ~ i n e  11% .was so 
far silccesrful that he was able to plunder the frontler pxganas d 
GarhmSl and to return in safety and dig nit.^ to blrnorn, but he 
failed to make any permanent impression 111 the country. 

During the next thirty years the h lqora  government displayed 
WC;I lcr ~css .  This led the R;itehir Hindus with t,he conni~ance of 
the 3Iogh:il ruler to invade the villages in the Tarsi w h ~ h  at  that 
time was prosperous. 

Biz (;hand therefore decided to invoke the aid of the Emperor 
Sh6hjahin and, on his arrival in Delhi in 1654, he was ordered to, 
join the force then proceeding aga~nst  Garhwhl nrhere he so dis- 
tinguished himself that h e  receired the title of Bahadur and an 
orcler to the lfusalmtln Governor t o  assist him in checking che 
Kitehir chiefs and thus was able to regain the possession of the 
Tarai. 

R e  next proceeded to wipe out disgrace th:tt had previously* 
attended t<6ma01~ arms in the contest with Garhwil and was 
successful. 

He then heard that pilgrims were having hardships inflicted on 
them by the Hliniyas. H e  therefore crossed the mountains by 
the Joh6r Pass and captured the fort of T~zklakhar and made &he 
H6ntyes promise to allow pilgrilns to pass free to the Ma.nsQrom-Br 
Lake. 

H e  then invaded and annexed Byane (Dhdrrua.). 
I n  1678 RBj6 Udyot Chand again invaded Garbmhl. He was 

not snrcessfill, bnt three years later he was more forh~nate  
penetrated by the Lohba route as far as  Chakdpur which he  cap- 
tured and plundered. a 

l'he next move on the part of the GarhwAl RAj& maaan allia.nce 
offensive and defensive betweeB himself and the RBjii of Doti by 
virtue of which in 1681 Rirmaon was atstacked on $wo sides. For 
two vears the war raged, but in the end the X6m8onis %erg puc- 
ces~ful.  I11 1688 Udyot Chand captured Rnhirn,garlr ~ u t t i l l g  an 
end to the power of the Doti RAiA,.who'yielded w d  agr@e*.to pay 
in future t,ribute to the Xiimaon RAjS. . 

T h e e  victories were celebrated with great pomp ahd femploe 
were erected at various places to  commemorate them, 

He d i d  in 1698 and his son Gvhn Chand irnrne$i:l;tely began to 
irrvade CTa1-hwB1. H e  laid waste the Pindd,r. valley as far as 
Thardli and in the following year overran Sabli, Khatli ana 
Saindhhr. I n  1701, however, the GarhwBis-in their tnrn plunder-' 
ed Giwdr and Chaukot in pagana  PQi. 111 fact during the next 



few years soc'rnany maraudmg espedltions took place on both sldes, 
that Ihe industrious part of the population abandoned the froutler 
tracts which in rllariy places beca~ne again covered with jungle. 
I n  I f 0 7  another great expedition was undertaken by the Ii~irnaonis, 
aha they agi~in took ~>ossrssion of Juniyagarh in Cliaukot and 
m;lwching. through the Pandwakhal and DiwAlikhal passes peve- 
tfated as far as Chandpur, where they razed the old fort to the 
ground.' 

GyAn Chanfl was followed by Jagat Chand who followed the 
fashion of invading GarhwAl and crossing t h e T i n d k  valley follo~+-- 
ed the Alaknanda as far 3 s  Srinagar which he captured, and Ihe 
Gal-hwil Rdj& fled to Dehra Dun 

Jepnt Chand was a good ad~ninistrator and looked up to by :dl 
both high and low. 

For a period there was peace until he died in 1720, and Debi 
 hand reigned in his stead. ,- 

From the reign of Debi Chand may be dated the commence- 
ment of the decline of the Chand power. The Garhwtilis were 
able to regain all their lost territory and also to invade the Bsijnith 
valley. Debi Chand mas a weak and vacillating ruler and gave 
evidence of his foolishness by his attempt to pay oiY all the debts 

:of his subjects and found a new ern when all w h l d  be at ease and 
none in debt ! 

As a result of intrigue he was murdered in 1726 by the Bishts 
who placed a figurehead on the throne whilst they enjoyed their ill- 
go+en power until another intrigue in 1730 resulted in the RAjd'g 
death, and the brief interrignum of the Bishts wag followed by 
Kalyhn Chand, a distant and impoverished connection of the 
Chands. 

The fimt acfof the Raja was to punish with death the offending 
q i i h t s ,  after which -a%y families who had the barest connection 
.with Chand or RmtBla descent mere killed or exiled. 

As a re~u l t  of internal dissention in the hills the Rohillas under 
Hafiz Rahmat Khan invaded a m m n  and GarhwAl. 

Almga wv-occupied without opposition while I<alybn Cliand 
fled +o I~ohbn and entreated the protection of the Garhwhl Hijii. 
A'lmora mi' looted, the temples were defiled and the idols were 
muti18edmand pRder ing expeditions were sent to the neighbow- 
ing pqrganafi to seize a,ll gold and silver idols to be melted down 
with theirr ornaments. During this period the old records were 
lost or destroyed and the few that remained were preserved in 
private families in distant portions of the province, so that on these 
alone could relianpe be placed in drawing up a sketch of E i ~ m w n  

-history. The alliance between Pradipt ShAh of GarhwAl and the 
cR6maonis s~;mfi not of much avail as the combined forces were 
.severelv defeated by the Rohillas, who threatened to occupy 



- 13 

Srinagar, but desisted and consented to abandon the country when 
the GarhmB1 chief agreed to pay three lakhs on behallf of Kalyin 
Chand. 

Xalyin Chand abdicated and was succeeded by his son, Dis 
Chand, with Shib Deo Joshi as regent in 1747. . 

Shib Deo at once arranged for property that had been un$ustly 
confiscated to be restored end appointed deputies over various 
tracts of the country. * 

Dip Chand appears to have been a mild and generousaman of 
weak temperament, he was much in the hsnds of the priests, he 
sanctioned Inore grants of land to temples and favourites than any 
of his predecessors. I n  January 1761, 4,000 Khnaonis to& part 
in the battle of P h i p a t ,  fighting at the call of the Emperor against 
the Mahrattas. 

During the earlier part of his reign the country enjoyed peace 
and prosperity but once agdn the internecine strife between the 
two great factions, the Mh6s and the Phartydls broke out, with 
the result that the whole country became involved and revolution 
and a reign of terror prevailed. 

LLlit SBh the Garhwd RBjd invaded Iilimaon and entirely 
defentiilg the Klimaonis in 1779, at BagwAli Pokhar, put his son 
Pradhambn on the Ximaon throne with the title of Pradhamin 
Chand. 

Shortly after the death of LLlit S&h quarrels arose between 
PradhamBn and his brother Jayakrit S&h and GarhwBl was again 
invaded and so hardly pressed were the Garhwdis in the ~ u r s u i t  
that the RLjA (Jayakrit) sickened and died and the Klimaonis, 
plundering and burning, entered and took possession of Srinagar. 

Pradhamen for a short time ruled over both countries, but he 
was never popular and his preference.for Garkwh1 alie'nated his 
Klimaoni subjects and he fled to GarhwLl in 1786. 

During the next few years intrigue and dissension continued. 
This brings us to 1790 which was signalised by the Gurkha 

invasion. 
The rnler of Nepal was thoroughly conversant ofvthe state of 

affairs in Kdmaon and determined to add that countv t% bjs, 
kingdom. Two forces were despatched eariy in 1790 f r o a  Boti- 
one division crossing the KBli river into Shor and the &her cmsvihg 
the river into Bisung patti north of Champa~a t .  

* '  
When the news of this impending movement reached Almora all 

was confnsioh. RBj& Mahendra Singh, however, surqraoned the 
entire fighting population and with part of his regular troops took 
the fiEld in Gangoli whilst LA1 Singh advanced -through Xhli 
Rhmaon. The Gurkha division under Amar Singh Th$pa was 
defeated by Mahendra Singh and obliged to retire towaras KAli 
Khmaon. Here however, the invaders were more successful, for- 
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falling upon 1,bl.Singh they drove him with the loss of 'LOO Inen 
towards the plains ; while Mahendra Sing11 losing heart abandoned 
.his charge and fled to Kota. The Gurkhas finding the way thus 
open retraced their steps and after some slight resistance at Hawal- 
bAgh occupied Almora. 

After the fall of Alrnora the Gurkhas made arrangements lor 
theeipvasion of GarhwAl (1791) and in due course reached Langar- 
garhi wheg the news of the Chinese invasion of Nepnl caused the 
tenlporary withdrawal from both Rhm$on and Garhwkl of the 
Nepalese troops for the defence of their own country. 

The Gurkhas, ,ho%ever, left regents to govern these countries, 
the parganas remaining unaltered. 

0 

Many stories :ire told of the cruelties perpetrated by the Gur1:h:ls 
and of the oppressiveness of their government and even now the 
expression "Gol-khiytlui" (Rule of the Gurkhas)* implies an act of 
tyranny, oppression or injustice. r 

In  1806 Brtm SAh bec~rne the civil governor and matters chang- 
ed very much for the better, property was reqpected alld ~ u d e  jnstice 
Ivas administered and a large nu~ii'ser of Iiiiinaon levies were ad- 
mitted into the Pl'epalese Army. 

The Gurlhss now came in contact wivl the Eritish for, as *L 

refiult, of continual outrages and aggressjon on their part, Lord 
Hastings was compelled to declare war in 1814. 

'The general plan of operations was to push the war on rapidly' 
and to attack by four colu~nns entering the hills si~nultaneoaslg at 
different plades. 

'Fhese columns met wit11 mixed receptions and varying success, 
and to help matters on Lord Hastings promulgated a proclamstion 
that i$ the intention of the British to relieve the inhabitants of 
Kfimaon by driving out iheir oppressors. To assist in this an 
irregular local Torte was raised. 

6 

Supplies poured in and the cillagers were only too willing to 
what information they cojld regarding the enemy wholn they 

hated intensely. .- 
This campaign came to an end with the fall of the Gnrkha forts 

i t  JQlaxiga, Aln~ors (27th April 3815) and Malaon : owing i,o Lhe 
bnvery displayed by'tha Furlrhas they were permitted to evacuate 
these forts with their arms, accoutrements, and personal property. 

C 

l%stidal, the Gurkha defender of Almora, achieved one success- 
ful strategem : he heard that the British intended to make a night 
attack. The pastures on the crests of the hills and ridEes were the 
feeding ~ 0 W d s  of large herds of buffaloes. Hastidal- wranged 

u 

+Itpust  not be thought that Kbmaonis, Gurkhas or GarhwAlis still bear eech 
other ill d l .  



for lighted torches to be tied to the horns of these buffaloes and eo 
deceived the assailants as to  the size of the force they had to cope 
with. 7 

This reminds us of Gideon and the Midianites (Judges *i- 
16 ei, seq). . . 

The Nepalese however refused to submit to Lord Hastings' 
demands. This led to the second campaign witE the Nepalese 
who after reverses tendered unqualified submission aqd, at the 
Treaty of Segowli on 14th March 1816 E ~ r n a o n  and Garhwitl 
together with other areas were formally ganded over and annexed 
by the British. , 

Nothing of interest happened until the Mutiny and even then 
IChrnxon, as a whole, was not affected. 

News of the outbreak of the Mutiny was received in Almora 
about the 15th May. 

About the middle of June "the evil disposed of the Hill people 
especially on the border of the plains ( i . e .  in the BhQbar) began to 
show that they were serlsible of our weakness," consequently 
Major, afterwards Sir Henry Rarnsay, known as the King of 
Klimaon, proclaimed Martial Lam: throughout the District and 
after a few salutar~ punishments to dacoits "the bad charracter~ 
were frightened, the good men felt safe, and the country remained 
as peaceable as in former gears." 

:Is :t precaution the women and children-some 200-who hajl 
fled frorn the plains to Naini TQ1 were sent to Almora at the end 
of July, but R S  the state of the country remained quiet they returned 
to Naini T61. 

The Artillery Company located at Alinora showed sign: of dis- 
affection in June and so many of them were sgnt to jail that there 
was not sufficient accommodatio~~, so the Conimissioner knocked 
the irons off 40 of the Hill prj~oners whom he used as coolies with- 
out gnards-on one occas~on they attacked a body of dagoits and 
killed several. and throughout behaved admirably with the result 
that they were released at the end of ?he year. 

The 66th or Gurkha Regiment (now the 1st R. G! 0.  @urklu 
Rifles) who were stationed in Almora took over the g i m ~  ol the 
Artillery Company. . -s . n b 

Major Ramsay in his report at the end.of the Mutiny, staied : 
"Mr. Reckett's District (Garhmdl) like Kfimaon, behaqed very 
we!l and the best evidence that I can offer of their byalty and 
honesty is the fact that remittances of 10 to 50,000 rupees passed 
through the hills from Mussourie to Almora, in tbe charge of a 
few Chu~rassis" . 

There was never at any time any anxiety so far as thexi11 pattis 
were concerned and the only attempts at Mutiny were those whit& 
.occurred in the Tarai and the BhLbar. 



The following extract from "Twelve Indian Statesmen" by Dr, 
George Smith is of interest :- . 

An act was, in due time, passed to disarm the population ........, - ..........,....... Ramsay heard of the disarming Act, but would not 
'believe that it could apply to him, were not all his million of sub-. 
jectsmpgaceful and even actively loyal? The Commissioner of the. 
neighbowingorebel division of Rohilkhand remonstrated with him,. 
but in vain. Ramsay referred to Lord Canning and his Council 
the question of whether he was to reward Eis highlanders, Hindus. 
and Goorkhas, for theirr.loyalty at such a time by taking away the. 
arms which they had used in our service. By that time the first 
Viceroy of India was learning to see facts for himself and the Gov- 
ernment of India decided in the indignant Commissioner's favour. 
The PahLees kept their muskets, and continued to use them. 
against our enemies. 
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'Tm INHABITANTS O F  ALMORA DISTRICT (KUMAONIS) ; THEIR HABITS, 
CUSTOMS, CHARACTEB, ET~. 

The K6maonis offer considerable diiferences as regards origip 
and caste. 

The original inhabitants are represented by the 'shilpk=a 
(Slidra) or artisan class; they are usually short and dark- and of 

negroid appearance. They have been held in subjection for tenturies 
by other Hindu castes who still look on them as "uhtouchables". 

In  former days a klidra was not permitted to wear adhot i  that 
reached below the knees. m 

The next arrivals into the country were the Khasfyas, or 
Xhassas, who now form the major portion of the populatibn; they 
speak a dialect of Hindi akin to that of the Hindi of RQjpfitBn&. 
They have been influenced by contact with the Brdhmans :~nd  
other Hindus of the plains and now differ very little from the 
orthodox Hindu. m 

To the North in the higher valleys there are classes of decided 
Tibetan brigin; these are known as Bh6tiyAs by the inhabitante 
,of the lower hills whilst their &hities who live in trans-Himalaya 
are known as Huniyas. 

The remaining portion of the population are the immigrctnts 
from the plains and from Nepal. 

I n  addition to the tribes already noted there are the Rajfga- 
Kidtas and traces of NBgBs and Sakas. 

For our purpose it is only necessary to observe that there ale 
at the present day four racial divisions of the population-the 
Khasiyas, the Bhdtiyas, the Shilpkars, and the immigrants from 
the plains. What little historical records exiet show us great 
waves of invasion and conquest ovel; all Upger India- fcom t'he 
earliest times, and bitter dynastic and religloue struggles. The' 
many different tribes who joined in these wars have not been 
superimposed, without disturba.nce, one on the other. I n  Holrke 
cases, the intruding power was, strong enough to  abszrb. or to 
enslave, the conquered race ; in other cases these have been pushed 

The law book of the Manivas, better known as Manu is still 2 great*aut ority 
on the ethnography and origin of the Hindus and it confirms thm V B h B  ?I 4ra4 
that the Kshatriya tribes of the SBkas, Kirritas m d  Khaaiy , amon s t  &hers, 
became outrastes owing to  the discontinuan& of sacred ,%erarid fr8m having 
no intercouree with Brillmans. 

I t  appears from the most orthodox writings th2t these tribes were loozed on 
as heretical members of the great Aryan family rather thm outcast aborigines. 
and that from a very early period they have been recognised ae an importrnt 
daas in Upper India, and there is every reason to auppose that the Kirhtse. 
NBqs and Khasiyas entered India, in the order given, by the name route as 
the Aryas. 

The- origin of the various Hindu classes is given in the following extracta 
from the translation of "The Ordinances of Menu." . . 



on6ards from their original seats, or have been divided into two, 
From Tibet "o the north, and the plains on the south, intruders 
have wedged themselves in, chemicallly assimilating, as  it were,. 
the subject race in places by intermarriage, and in others show- 
ing a, purely mechanical admixture. 

Jirdtus.-We have in the name RBjiya Eir&ta possibly a living 
fink between the KirAtas of somewhat Tibetan physique and the 
Khasiyas'pf equally prononilced Aryan form and habits. The 
R$jis represent themselves to be descenclants of one of the original 
Princes of Askot. 

Their legend is that when the world began there were two 
Rdjpfit brothers of whom %he elder was a hunter and lived in the 
jungles whilst the younger cultivated the soil and had a fixed 
abode. ' 

The younger brother received the government of the world 
cnd said to the elder brother : "There cannot be two Rijhs in 
one country", and the elder brother acco~dingly retired to the 
forests and his descendants are now called R6ji-Rawats who, 
neither cultivate the soil nor live in, permanent dwellings, but only 
in temporary grass huts so they may be termed as nomads. 
Recently, however, two colonies of mji-Rawats have been estab- 
Pshed near Jauljibi in Askote pargana and have settled down to. 
r:ultivation. 

To their more settled neighbours they are known as Ban manus 
or men of the woods. 

They naturally claim royal descent and to such an extent are- 
they obsessed with the idea that they refuse to salaam anyone, 
end refer to the Rd,jwd,r of Askot as their younger brother. 

cmmm I. 
"31. That,the hunian race might be multiplied, He (the supreme lord) 

sused the B r b a n ,  the Ihhatriya, the Vaisiya and the Sitdra to proceed from 
His mouth, His arm, His thigh, and his foot." 

"87. For the sake of preserving this u4verse the Being, supremely glorious, 
allotted separate duties to those who sprang respectively from His mouth, His 
arm, hie thigh and his foot." 

88. To Brihmans He aesigned the duties of reading the VPda, or teaching 
it of sacrificing, of assisting others torsacnfice, of giving alms if they be rich 
and if indigent of receiving alms." 

"89. To defenbthe people, t o  ive alms, to sacrifice, to read the VBda, to shun 
th &llmernent=of sensual gradcation, m, in a few words the duties of 
~ a a t r i ~ a . "  

"90. l o  keep heds,,to bes&w largesses, to sacrifice, to read the scripture, 
ta carry on trade, to lend at  interest, and to cultivate land are prescribed or 
permitted ta a Vaisiyn." r 

"91. One $rincipal duty the supreme Ruler assigns to a. S6dra, namely to 
ser've the beforepenlio~ied classes without depreciating their nsorth." 

"93. Since the Br4hman sprang from the most excellent part, since he was 
the firet born, aad since he possesses the VBda, he is by right the chief of this 
whole creation." ,- 

CHAPTER X. 
"4. The thrge twice born classes are the sacerdotal, the military, and the. 

commercial : but the fourth, or servile, is oflce born, that is, has no second bi-th. 
from the Gayktri, and weera no thread nor ,is there a fifth pure class." 



Ndgas.-There is no doubt that a race called Nigas dxisted to 
whom the hooded snake was sacred, and that a branch of this race 
was once a ruling power in the hills. 

They are found in the plains and in the hills and appear to be. 
of trans-Himalayan origin, according to legend the NAgas came, 
from China, thousands of years ago. 

They adopted the snake as their tribal emblem end in return 
gave their name to be cobra. 

I n  Kdmaon we have. traces at l36ninrig which is name? after 
the Nhg (serpent) of the name (BBni lit. metns triple-twisted hair 
tail) whose abode lies on a crest of the hill about 8 chains from 
the Forest Bungalow. There are other abodes of NBgs i? the 
neighbourhood which are known as Pingal NBg (yellow serpent) 
I~elow Chaukoree, Mu1 N6,g (root serpent) on the hill between 
Pattis Nakuri and Bichla Djnpur PhBni NAg, (hooded serpent) 
on the Khamldk hill between Malla Baraun and Plingraun; 
Dhaul NBg (white serpent) sear Oda Bagicha belonging to Badri 
ShAh Tln~lglibria, on the hill between Pattis D6g and Kamsphr ; 
and KGdar KSli NBg (black serpent) on the peak of the high 
mountain separating the Pattis of Plfingraun and Bichla Danpnr. 

There are also temples to NBg at Bastir in Mghhr, Veso lii 118g 
in DA,npnr, and Nhg Ceo PPsdarugir in SBlam. 

11 rock bearing the Asoka inscription at I<Qlsi in the Dun 
generally supposed to be the houndan- mark between the Nag. 
Scythia.ns of the hills and Hindustan. 

Iikasas or Khasiyccs.-The name "Khasa," like the name 
"Ndga" is of far too wide significance to be that of a single tribe, 
and its use at the present day to distinguish the Cis-Himalayan 
people of Khasdes from the Bh6tigds is more generic #,h+n garti- 
cular. At a very early period the Khasas weme the principal 
inhabitants of the regions to the west of Xashmir, of Kashmir 
itself, and of the hill country as far "a Nepal, and of a considerable 
part of the plains. They formed an important section d the 
Indian population found in these tract6 by successive invaders; 
md though now possessing a national existence in Klimaon and 
Garllwdl, can still be traced from the souroes of the K"au1 Fivey 
to the Tista. a %  

The Khasas of the plains were driven ti the h?ll&~in&aG 
on the south and the Himalaya on the north; and it is prgciady 
in these places that we find thein a.t the present day. 

There seema no reason for doubting that they were ' t t .  very 
powerful race, like the NBgas, who came at a very early period 
from hn t ra l  Asia, and we now fincl Khasas in tlie Eashkara 
country at the head of the Klinar (Chitral) River and in tbe tracte 
adjmsent to K ~ h m i r .  The Eanaits of Rulu are still divided into 



Rhasiya Lnd R ~ Q  and we have Xhasas in GarhwBl and Kumaon 
and Nepal. 

Even in the plains we meet them in the Uikuner desert as 
mmad tribes, under the name of Xhosa, most of whom are 
Mohamedans ; they also occur in Sind and Baluchistan as Ehosas. - 

That these Khosas belong to the same race and origin as the 
Ehasiyas of Garhwhl and Xhrnaon is not a mere suggestion but 
is corroborabd by the dialects of Hindi now spoken in the hills 
having a very close &nity with the dialect spoken in Western 
~ ~ j ~ l i t S 6 a .  r. 

The hill Khasiyas always profess to be Rhjphts who have fallen 
from once honourable position by the necessity of living in 
a country and in a chmate where the strict observance of the 
ceremonial usages of thier religion is impossible, and undoubtedly 
this statement is supported by all the facts (so far as we are 
acquainted with them) which have an& bearing on the question. 

It has been sometimes, but hastily, assunled that the Xfimaon 
and Garhwtil H~asigas are a people of mixed Tibetan and Indian 
race. This is not so as in physiognomy and form they are as 
purely a.n Aryan race as inany in the plains of northern India. 

Whatever. their original beliefs may havG been the Ehasiyas 
are now Hindus : they have for centuries been under the influence 
of the Brdhmenical priesthood, all their feelings and prejudices 
are strongly imbued with the peculiar spirit of Hinduism : and 
although their social habits and religious beliefs are often repug- 
nant to those who strictly observe the ceremonial usages of 
Hinduism the people are becoming, year by year, more orthodox 
in their religious observances. 

Influenced by ~ o d e r n  fashion, the Khasiyas have sought to 
identify themselves with the dominant Hindu castes, as the 
Hindu, converted to Islam andecalled Shaikh, seeks to be known 
as a Sacyged when he becomes well-to-do in the world. In this 
respect the Xhasiya does not djffer from any other hill tribe 
brought under BrAhmanicLl influence. All see that honour, 
wealth, and power are the hereditary dues of the castes officially 
Bstabli$gd by the authors of the Manha-Dharma S&stras and 
seek to conngct themselves with some higher than theb own. 
Even %t the prEsent day tne close observer may see the working 
of b h o ~  laws which have in the course of centuries transmuted a 
so-called aboriginal race into good Hindus. A prosperous Dhm 
stone-mash Can command a wife from the lower RAjpdt Khasipas 
and a successful Rhasiya can buy a wife from a descendant of a 
family of pure plains pedigrm. ,- 

Bhot~a.--The Bhotiyas are of Tibetan origin, as is sufficiently 
0ho- by the lantPage that they speak and the unmistakeable 
C 
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peculiarities of feature that beiong to the Mongolian,race, which 
are as well marked in them as in the Huniyas themselves. The 
Bhotiyas are, however, little inclined to admit this origin in their 
intercourse with Hindus. 

I n  the traditional account of the colonisation of the Bhotiga 
valley in which Milsm (Johgr) is situate, they declare t h e m s a e s  
the offspring of a RBjp6t immigration from beyond the snows. . ' 

Tibetan annals mention the existence of a trans-mmalayan 
Kshatriya Kingdom which had come from the pleins of India in 
bygone ages, but it Was the rulers, and not the people, who were 
of Hindu origin. * 

* 
The Bhotiyas are an honest and industrious race, patient and 

good-hurrioured but extremely dirty in their habits. They bave most 
of the virtues and vices of the people of the lower hills but - they are 
superior in energy and industry, and occasionslly in general 
intelligence. 3 

The D6ms, or Shdra3, locally known as Bhhrjiit (outcaste) are 
the servile race of the hills and are the remnants of the original 
inhabitants. 

As a rule they are of very dark complexion. 

Amongst theu~selves they are divided into four classes, thew, 
being sub-divided into the various trades. 

Any Khasiya who has been put out of caste for any offence is 
included amongst the Slidras, in their highest class, under the 
term "Dhari" . 

* 
The Slidras or D6ms are not a race peculiar to QarhwAl and 

Ktimaon but are the remnants of an aboriginal tribe conquered by 
the immigrant Iihasiyas, and are the serfs of that race throughout 
northern India, wherever one exists the other is-certain to be 
found. . * * 

Immigrants from the plains, etc.-There is throughout these 
hills a considerable sprinlrling of families who consider themselves 
to be one with the various cashes in the plains whose tribal name 
they bear. 

After the various incursions and raids into the Eills, fick,eQ of 
the invaders remained behind, besides tkese, many wa%ors, some 
with their families, entered t,he hilk to take servke with th% petty 

hill chiefs or to receive their daughters.in marriage. 

Since the Nepal Wa.r of 1815 large numbers of pennsioners from 
Gurkha regiments have formed colonies in the eastern portion of 
the District. . 

Popu1atiolz.-For census figures and emigration period see 
appendix D. 8 a 



The censug return shows how grea.tly the people are dependent. 
on the land for their living; over 90 per cent. are shown as 
agriculturists. 

The vast majority of these people possess a proprietary interest 
in the land they till, though iudividual estates are often extremely 
small, and i t  must be remembered that a man holding the most 
kiguous plot of land in  full ownership, and, therefore, compelled 
to resort tp  osher occupations for his l~ving, will always declare 
himself a zamindar, suppressing the fact that he also does cooly 
labour. Thus the field labourers are extremely few, and it is symp- 
Gomatic of tile Kiunaon social system which leaves most of the field 
work to women, that two-thrrds of these should be females. General 
labour includes coolies who carry loads and work in the gardens, 
roads and forests. 

I n  the past t'he1.e was nothing to call the population from their 
hzreditary pursuits, but aow partly due to the pressure of a 
steadily ~ncreasing population being unable to obtain sufficient 
food fr6m the lnrtd, and partly owing to  thencall of the outer world. 
chiefly due to education, large numbers find employment outside 
Khmaon. 

Khmaonis are constantly met as  dandi carriers, syces, etc., in 
brth hill and plain stations of the United Provinges. 

I n  addition large numbers take service in the lndian Army 
where, in normal times, the supply is greater than the demand, 
and in the Military Police. 

avil employ in Burma and the plains of India also accounts for 
large numbers. 

Character.-As it m-hile l i h a o n i s  are honest and hospitable, 
and &eft is almoit unknown. They are sober, frugal and usually 
g q ~ d  tempefed and cheerful and-asily led by the consel of others. 

They cannot however be acquittec of falsehood, few Kumaoni~ 
affect strict verbal accuracy and a stranger is often hard put to i t  
to square reprt with fact. There is, however, usually a germ of 
truth in the statements made an4 inpalmost all cases when not 
strictly tru: they tend to exaggerate or depreciate the actual 
circum&ances rather than to misrepresent it entirely. The 
K6ktaonis' k t t h s  in brief qre not whole truths, nor are his lies 
entirelym?ale. Ht? ie conservative to the last degree and there- 
fore chiuishly suspicious c4 anything new or unfamiliar ; to  any 
change he otjects on principle. H e  is jealous of his neighbonr's 
goods and litigious to the last degree. 

It has long been the custom to remark on the sloth of thq 
KlLmaoni but what aoes this charge rest on? Apparently because 
he. objects to earrying cooly loads. H e  will carry his own load 
cheerily enough and will think nothing of an extra ten mi le  if he 



secures a slightly more favourable price, also he is a hard,working- 
cultivator. 

Mr. Goudge, a former settlement officer, may be quoted; 
"When the great toil of merely keeping his field walls in repair, 
which are continually falling from the pressure of the soil above, 
or from the force of water in a heavy rainfall, is considered, asc 
well as the expenditure of labour and money necessary to reclaim 
new land from the natural hillsides, I think he will not be (ouhd 
deficient in the qualities which distinguish the Indian peasant 
elsewhere' '. 

3 

There are people in every class of life w h t  willingly cam> th& 
own baggage but who object to carrying that of others. The  
KGlnsoni may be idle but he is seldom indolent although the, bulk. 
of the agricultural work is done by the mromen. 

Like most hill men they are extremely dirty ia ' their  persons.. 
.Gambling is one of the vices of t,he Iclimaoni. 

I n  physique' the Iiliinaonjc of the central portion of the District 
are small in statue, and their limbs and wiry body are those of a 
lightly built Aryan rather than of the Xlongolian. Purther north 
the figure is shorter and thicker set and the complexion is com- 
paratively fair. 

They are capable i f  carrying heavy loads, of undergoing r e d  
fatigue and will tl-avel all day without food. 

I n  the southern parganas the inhabitants are taller and sparer 
with a saliow complexion. 

Dress.-The dress of the poorer cultivators is very primitive 
and in the central and lower pattis is of course-woven cotton. A 
small round cap is almost universal, a, pagri being very rarely seen. 

The loin cloth (Lang6ti) is held up by a piece of string round 
the waist ; over this is worn a dhoti or a loose pair of trollsers. 

I n  the upper pa.ttis trousers and coit of coarse blanket - stuff. 
are worn during the very cold w e a t h ~ r  when a. small round woollen 
cap is also worn. 

I n  the cold weather in the r ~ r t h e r n  pattis of Danpu'r and 
Bhot a blanket is used which is thrown bver the back as follows :- 

Two corners of the breadth are first taken, one is carried-ver 
the right shoulder and the other under the left arm, the two,cgrnerI, 
are then tied, or pinned with a skewel; of wood or &petal, +bmt 
the centre of the chest, the third corner diagonafly opposite to 
the one over the right shoulder is brought up over the left shsul&r 
and the remaining corner is brought up under the right P r m  and 
tied, or pinned, to the third corner about the centre of the chest- 

This dress leaves the arms from the elbows and the legs from 
just above the knees free and at the same time forms a bag, which 
extends right across -the back in  which grass or various go'bds and 
chattel0 can be carried. 



Vi1lagqs.-The village or gaon in K6maon presents a neat 
appearance from a distance, but on closer examination this im- 
pression is entirely effaced by the filthy accumulations in and 
around the dwelling house. The house (ghar or Kliro) which is 
splidly built, consists of the lower storey (g6tli) used for housing 
the cattle with a slight verandah (g6thmal). The first floor - (majhytilo) has a verandah in front, which if opened is called 
chhajo, and if closed is known as chhk. This runs along the whole 
front rof .the house, and as this is generally long, the verandah 
often runs ti, upwards of sixty feet. Sometimes there is a third 
storey c9,lled pand. The back part of the fiouse is usually shut up 
entirely. The walls arp built of stone. 

The door is called kh6li ; a room, khand ; the front or reception 
room, iiw$ri; courtyard, angan or chauk ; large courtyard utangan 
or patangan ; the space behind the house, khriya; a row of houses 
together, bdkhal or kholo; houses in a separate cluster, tAnd ; and 
wooden raised place for sitting on in the evening, chaunro. The 
cattle-path is called gauno, and that for the people, bhto. The 
road through the village is commonly a stone causeway about two 
feet broad, running through the centre of the street, from which 
there are small raised paths leading to the upper apartments of 
the different houses and forming with the central parapet a kind 
of compound or enclosure for the cattle. & little attention is 
paid to neatness with these enclosures, that they may be considered 
merely as nurseries for manure. This disregard to cleanliness is 
undoubtedly one of the chief causes of the fevers which are very 
prevalent during the hot months. The inside of the habitations 
keep pace with the exterior and appear equally ill-arranged for 
health or convenience, the apartments being very low, dark, and 
confined, although they are warm and water-tight, the roof 
(pikho? being of slates or in the wilder parts of pine shingles. 

Separate 're~iden~tial qual;ters are recognised, for the Biths 
(Kshatriya and Br&hmaln) who live on the higher ground, and 
for the Shilpkars, (D6mtDa) who live on the lower ground, and 
further ?way from the water supply. 

Many of the trees in the vicinity of the village are lopped and 
used as receptacles for straw'and hay. 

Heaps of manure, which is not used for fuel as it i~ in the 
@ns, k e  rotting near the houses, these are removed once or twice 
a year to the frelps to e51rick the soil. 

Taking the RGmaoqis as a whole they are very thrifty in their 
habits. Millet and  cockscomb^ (amaranthus) form the staple food 
,of the poorgr classes, this is occasionally varied with rice. 

The better classes usually have two meals daily, one in the 
morning consisting of rice and dal or pulse, and another i~ the 
.evening consisting of chapatis and vegetables. Milk and ghi are 
-universal "diets and tea is rapidly becoming popular. 
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Meat, with the exception of that which is forbidden by religon, 
such as tame fowls and the flesh of carnivorous animals, is eaten 
readily by most classes. 

Smoking is universal : in the villages it is chiefly the chillam,. 
but after enlistment cigarettes and birris are popular-on Fie= 7 

Service a pipe is frequently seen. 

The etiquette of the janeo (sacred thread) has. coniiderable 
influence in questions of eating and drinking. All castes may 
drink water brought or touched by a caste entitled to'wear the 
sacred thread which in the case of Brakma.ns usually has nine 
strands, Kshatriya and Vaisiya castes usually have six threads. 

The language is known as the Klimaoni form of Central Ptihhri. 
Many dialects are current and it may almost be said that the 
dialect varies with the pargana. Pandit Ga.nga Datt Upreti in ,  
his pamphlet "Hill Didects of X6maon Division" states that- 
there are eight distinct patois in the District. 

Most I(6mmnis are bilingual and while all, even the better 
educated use their own language amongst themselves, speak the, 
ordinary Hindustani of the plains to Europeans and the inhabit- 
ants of the plains., l 

The script used is Nagri. 

Marriage.-Of the social customs in KlIzmaon the most demoral-- 
ising is polygamy. Every man who can afford to do so keeps two. 
or more wives and the result is that a large amount of immorali'ty- 
exists amongst the women. 

The custom probably arose owing to the difficulty of cultivating 
the vast amount of waste land available. Wives were,prpcured*in 
order to help in cultivation and are ail1 looked on rather as beasts, 
of burden ; on them falls the larger share of the agricultural work. 

Another cause is the necessity from a Hindu point ~f view of 
having sons. Should the first,wife bear no offspring she is at 
once superseded. 

* 
'3 

Whilst touching on their marriages it is interestlng t o  ngte. 
that, when the complete Brahmanid yremony is cherv:d ia  
Klirnaon, at one stage of the rites parched grain ir sprinkles' from 
a seive on to the pair as they perambulate the sacred fire; It 
would be interesting to know what connection, i f  any: this has 
with our own custom of throwing rice after a wedding. 

There are four kinds of conjugal reiationship :- . 
i. The married wife, i.e., one with whom one of the forras of" 

marriage ceremony has been undergone. " 

ii. DhAnti, i.e., the widow or the relinquished 'wifsr of' 



another who is kept as a concubine (dogharia) or 
maiden bought for money and kept as a wife with- 
out ceremony. 

iii. Elder brother's widow kept by the deceased husband's - younger brother when the widow enters the house 
of the younger brother in order to raise children in 
the elder brother's name-no ceremony takes place. 

There is a local saying-Malla bhir udhari talla bhir men 
, aundo-(when) the wall of the upper field (yields) it. 

comes down into the lower field, meaning that when 
the elder brother dies the burden falls on the younger 
brot,her. 

iv. Tekwa-kathrva-halwa-is a man kept as a husband by 
a widow in her old home. 

,411 sons, whether legitimate or iGegitimate normally inherit 
equally, i . e . ,  per capita. There is honre~rer a custom in some 
villages where the sons of a father by different mothers do not 
inherit equally per capita Lut tajke their mother's share per stirpes. 
This custon~ is dying out and has to be proved before it can be 
applied. 

The eldest son usually gets a little mor; than his share but 
this depends upon the consent of his younger brothers and is not 
enfo~.cenble at law. 

A daughter is not an heiress. Ma.rried women usually wear a 
necklace of red beads. 

A widow never wears jewellery or fine clothing. 
Rlaxriages can only take place during certain periods of the 

year, these are roughly as follonrs :- . "  
(also i v  appgndix Q).  

Beishkh . . . . Yeg. 

Jdth *. . . . . Yes, except that the eldest son or daughter 
cannot marry during this month. 

Asebr . . . . Only during " light half " month. 

S a m .  . . . . No. - c 
. Bhahf . . No. - 

* r  Assoy . . . . . ' No, except o n  " dmmi " i.e., on the 10th day 
P . o f  Dasehra. 

~ & r t i G .  . . . . NO. 

Mangsir ' . . . . Pee. 

Pus . . . . No. 
?. 

.- 
Phiigen . . . . Yea. 

;Cheit . . . . . No. ' 
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It will be that the non-marriage periods are those times 
when the work in the fields is heaviest. 

Of the different forms of marriage ceremony amongst Khmaonis 
we get the two extremes, that of kanyadan where the father gi%es 
the daughter as a gift with proper puranic ceremonies, a n U h 2  
other where the girl is sold without practically any ceremohy. 
The chief forms are :- -, 

(1) The anchul marriage.-The bridegroom gaes to the bride's 
house with a, party,and there is married to her with proper cere- 
monies. The pincipal and the essential ceremony is* the anchal 
or the tying together of the co~zple. Th3 bride's guardian generally 
takes some money from the bridegroom as the 'price of the bride, 
or her jewellery, or under some other name. But occa6ionally no  
price whatever is taken and the bride is given as a gift (kanyadan). 
This form of marriage is foluld in all castes; but amongst D6ms 
the ceremonies ere generally perlormed in a loose kind of way &hl 
out a Brahman priest-ma sister's son or a daughter's son acting 
as a priest. 

(2) The snrol or the barha or the dola mawiage.-The distin- 
guishing features of this form of marriage are that money is paid 
for the bride in every case, that it is not necessary for the bride- 
groom to be preswt at the marriage, and as a consequence of tha? 
the ancllal ceremony is not performed at the marriage. The price of 
the bride may be paid in one lump sum or in instalments. I n  the 
latter case about half the price is paid in the first instaxce pitha (red 
vermilion) is put on the would-be bride's forehead and this oper~tes 
more or less as a betrothal. After this the remainder of the price 
is paid as convenient. As soon 2s the full amount has been paid, 
a party g.oes 011 belxtlf of the bl-idegroom (his own presence not 
being essential) to the bride's house. There the ceremonies (guch 
of them as can be performed in \he abse?ce of Yhe bridegroom) 
are performed. The bride is decked with ornaments and cloth& 
which distinguish a wlfe f r o q  other women. These are (1) the 
nath or the nose ring, (2) the cha.rew (a necklace of bla~li  beadaj. 
(3) the ghagra or the skirt tie$ at the waist as disting'tisl~cd from 
the jhagula worn by maidens, whilh has body and skirt c:)mbinecl 
like a princess petticoat and (4) black glass bangles. The' bride 
is then taken publicly to the husband's house, may b$piith G'u.Eic 

and flare of trumpets. The bridegroom may be away .indistant 
lands when this his marriage is pkriol~ned an"d%is yije brought 
home. The proofs of the marriage are t h e  payment of the price, 
the putting on of the bridal ornaments and clothes and the coming 
of the bride publicly to the husband's home. The' anchal cqre- 
mony is us~~al ly  performed later on at the husband's home when 
hr is available. This may take place after a lohg interval-many 
gears in fact. I t s  object is to purify the wife for sorial aqd ceree 
monial purposes. I t  does not confer any extra legal right. 011ce 
she is brought in sarol to the .husband's home she becomes anwife 
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with full legal rights. She cannst be returned to the parents as 
"disapproved", or turned out in any other way. If the husband 
were to die without anchal she and her sons would have full status 
a6 wife and sons. 

'(3) Temple marriage.-Occasiondly the couple go to certain 
temples (e.g., the MdhAdev at Salt or a-t MGrch6la) and take each 
other asrhusba.nd and wife in the presence of the deiQ. This 
ceremony may be performed after the couple have lived together 
for several years and even had children. Sometimes the bride- 
groom does not go to thg shrine. The bride is taken round the 
shrine three times by a barat on behalf of the bridegroom. 
At Salt and at Mgrchlila such marriages are generally on the eve 
of Maghia Sankr6nt. 

(4) Occasionally a wife is taken without any ceremony what- 
. The price is paid and the bride taken to the husband's home. 
Marriages of absentee soldiers are often performed in this way by 
the guardians. But as in this case also the husband on his return 
may go through the anchal if he feels inclined, this is only a varia- 
tion of the sarol form. 

Religion.-The vast majority-over 99 per cent.-of the people 
"re Hindu. Their religion, briefly, may be divided into two main 
types' :- 

i. The worship of the greater gods of modern Hinduism. 
ii. The worship of local deities. 

In studying the history of religion in the Himalayan region we 
find a curious blending of pre-BrAhmanical, Br6hmanical and 
Buddhistic practices which it would take some time and attention 
topseparate and ascribe to their original sources. I t  would doubt- 
less be emy .to dispose of the question by stating that the prevailing 

'religion is a form of Rinduism. This would be perfectly true, but 
at the same time could convey np definitive idea to the reader'e 
mind as to what the real living belief of the people is. ' 

To ascertain what is the aqtual- state of religion it is necessary 
to egamine the forms and ceremonies observed in domestic and 
terpg1e fiorsh+ and the deities heId in honour. For this purpose 
we posseme the results of an examination of the teaching in 350 
tempEs in K6-, in &bout,550 temples in GarhwQ1. 

Par tQ6 900 templespin Rlimaon and Garhwjl we know the 
locality in which each is situate, the neme of the deity worshipped, 
the broad division to which the deity belongs, the class of people 
who frequent the temple and the principal festivals observed. 
The analysis of 4hese lists .shows that there are about 35 Vai-ih- 
nava ternply in Klimaon and 61 in GarhwS1. To the latter class 
may, however, be added 65 temples to NBgrQja in GarhwQ1 which 
a r g  by common report affiliated to the Vaishnaba sects, but in 
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which Siva also has a place under the form of Bhairaya. Of the 
Siva temples, 130 in Garhw61 and 64 in K6maon are dedicated t o  
the Sakti or female form alone, but of the Vaishnava temples in 
both districts only eight. The Sakti form of both Siva and Vishnu, 
however, occurs also in the temples dedicated to Nggrhja an& 
Bhairdba, or rather these deities and their Saktis are popularly 
held to be forms of Vishnu and Siva and their Saktis. ' Of thk 
Saiva Sakti temples, 42 in Garhwkl and 18 in I(6maon are 
dedicated to Klili, whilst the Sakti forms of the Bhairava kmples 
are also known as emanation of KSli. Nanda, comes next in 
popularity, and then dhandika and Durga. 1 

The remaining temples are dedicated t o  the worship to the 
Surya, Ganesh and the minor deities and deified mortals +nd the 
pre-Brahmanical village gods who will be mentioned later. The 
outcome of this examination is tha.t Siva and Vishnu and their 
female forms are the principal objects of worship, but with them, 
either as their emanations or as separate divine entities, thg 
representatives of the pol~?laemonistic cults of the older tribes are 
objects of worship both in temples and in domestic ceremonies. 

Whatever may have been the earliest forin of religious bel~ef, 
~t is probable that it was followed by a belief 111 danlons or super- 
human spirits to which the term 'animism' is now applies. The 
Greek word 'daemon' originally implied the possession of superior 
knowledge and corresponds closely to the Indian word 'bhlfit', 
which is derived from a root expressing existence and is applied in 
the earlier works to the elements of nature and even to deities. 
Siva himself is called Bh6tBsa or 'lofd of bhlits'. With a change' 
of religion the word daemon acquired an evil meaning, end simi- 
larly the word 'bhdt' as applied to the village gods carries with 
it amongst Brshmanists the idea of an actively malignant evii 
spirit. Animism implies a belief in t?e existence of spirits, sonie 
of whom are good and some are bad and poTverfu1 enough to 
compel attention through fear of ,their influence. They may be 
free to wander everywhere and be incapable of being represented 
by idols, or they may be held to reside in some object & body 
whether living or lifeless, and tlGs o%ject then becomes a fetish 
endowed with power to protect and can be induced to abstain 
from injuring the worshipper. Examples of both tdeq f ~ m e  
occur amongst the demonistic cults of the Jndian tribes. ' 

3 * 1 

I n  the animistic religions, fear is mor'e p~werful than ahy ot&er 
feeling, such as gratitude or trust. The spirits and the worslippers 
are alike selfish. The evil spirits receive, as a rule, mo2e homage 
than the good, the lower more than the higher, the local more 
than the remote and the special more than the general. The allot- 
ment of their rewards or punishments depends not on men's goo3 
or bad actions, but on the sacrifices and gifts which are zffered t s  



30 

them or withheld. Even the Aryan religion held the germs of 
animism but i t  is soon developed into the polytheism of the 
VBdas, and this again gave rise to a caste of expounders whose 
sole occupation i t  became to collect, hand down and interpret the 
eacred writings and who in time invented Brihmanism. Buddhism 
was a,n off-shoot of BrBhmanisrn, and it is to the influence of these 
Gree fofms of religious belief-L4.nimism, Brd,hmanism and 
Buddhism-that we owe the existing varied phases of Hinduism. 

TheCimportance of this portion of the Hinlalovas in the History 
of religion in India. is mainly due t'o the e~is tence  therein of the 
great shlenes of Badari and KBdar in Garhwhl. containing forms 
of Vishnu and Sivn whkh  still hold a foremost position in rhe 
beliefs of the great majorit,y of Hindus. To them the Himalaya 
is ~vhat*Palastine is tc? the Christitun. the piace where those whon 
the Hindu esteems most spent portions of their lives. the home of 
the great gods. 'the breat way' to fin%-1 liberation. 

\Ye have now to notice the forms t,hat can hardlv be assigned 
to any of the or th~dox systems, but wbch  still claim attention as 
col!ective!y representing the genii, sprites and goblins from whom 
thtt PBsupati forill of Siva wa-s evolved. Although the pilgrims t o  
the great shrines had a marked influence on the religion of the 
inhabitantu of this poreion of t,he Himalaya, still the belief in 
dernont; and sprites, malignant and beneficent. has almost as firm 
a hold on t,he great mass of the people as ever i t  had and the 
worship of Goril, Chaurni and the Bhlitilis is as general and 
sincere ss that of Siva and Vishnu. 

Notwithstanding the number and importance of the more 
trthodox forn~s of Vishna and Siva in this portion of the Himalaya 
the non-Brdhmanical deities mentioned have far more worshippers 
and are more constantly addressed. Amongst the peasantry of the 
bigh-lands the cults of Vishnu is little known and Siva is 
worshimed linder tke form BhxuLira or. the ling ; but the common 
resort in times of trouble or distl-ess is Goril, Chaurnu. Haru and 
the other village gods. The truth is that ~ o p u l a r  religion in these 
hills is 2 worship of fear, and though Bhagwan is named as the 
great god, he is supposed to allom: mischievous and malignant 
spirite to injure the persons' and property of the people. 

. . When famine and pestilence stalks abroad, ihe village temples 
' are-6rMded and promjses of oblations are made ; if the evil be 

averted thesepwmises are fulfilled; if not the deity is frequently 
ablped dnd his shrine i s  neglected. The efforts of all are directed 
to app8aae the malevolence of these spirit,s who are supposed to 
lie in wni% to take advantage of any error willingly or unwillingly 
committed. 

With the eirception of the educated classes, perhaps, thefigreat 
mass of-the people of these hills are worshippers of unorthodox 
forr~ls whose wrath is deprecated by offerings of male kids and 
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young buffaloes. These are not presented as thank-oferings, but 
as the result of a compact that if such an  event does or does not 
take place, the deity shall receive a certain reward, if the god fails 
~ I I  his part of the contract, he receives nothing. 

The ruder forms are always worshipped with bloody rit.es and7 
ir  is not yet forgotten that Kil l  in Gangoli received humnn 
sacrifices under the Chands. 

Mr. Trail, in one of his reports, writes :-"An attempt to 
.collect the numerous superstitious beliefs current in the;e hills 
wou!d be an endless task, the result of whith would by no means 
rep:ly the labour bestowed, as these beliefs are for the most part 
rude and grcss, displnj.ing neither imagination no1 refinement in 
their texture". 

In spite of ]l\il-. Trail's adverse criticism a n  account of the 
people would be imperfect without some allusion to their supersti- 
tions which also aflord a clue to the growth of the existing forms 
.of worship. n 

The truth is that evil of all kinds, difficulties, dangers and 
disasters, famines, diseases, pestilences and death are thought by 
an ordinary Eindu to proceed from devils and from devils alone. 

These malignant bzings are held to possess varying degrees of 
rank, power a.nd malevolence. Some aim at  destroying the entire 
world and threaten the sovereignty of the gods themselves. Some 
delight in killing men, women and children, out of a mere thirst 
for hunian blood. Some take pleasure in tormenting, or revel In 
the infliction of sickness, injury and misfortune. All make i t  
their business to mar the progress of good works and useful under- 
takings. 

The religion of the mass of the Hindns is simple demonolatry ; 
men and women of all classes, except perhaps tfie edu'cated'ones, 
are pe~e tua l ly  penetrated with the idea that from the cradle to 
the grave they are being pursued and persecuted not only by 
.destructive demons, but by simply mischievous images a n 4  spite- 
ful goblins. * .3 

Amongst the local deities the more important are :- . 
"Ghsnta.karn or Ghaudyil", one of the favourite of 'the_ lhwer 

classes and is worshipped under the form of,a water jar as* the 
healer of cutaceous diseases . )  v 

"Rholandth" resorted to by the lower cla'sses, especially by 
gardeners, who attribute all misfortune to his maalign influence 
and coswquentlp they try to propitiate him more than the other 
classes do. 

"Gisnganbth"-another favourite of the lower classes. H e  
iii supposed to annoy and harass the young and beautiful. +If any- 
m e  is agpieved by the wicked or powerful he  goes to Gangandth 
for assifitance which is invariably forthcoming. 
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"Goril-Goriya-Gwall or Go1"-from the number of his 
temples he is a most popular deity, he cures all illnesses and 
diseases. 

- When anyol~e is attacked by sickness one of his relations takes. 
4 handful of rice and a copper coin wrapped up in a piece of cloth 
and waves them three times round the head of the sick man, 
asking that they may be informed what Bhlit or evil spirit nae 
taken \ossessioil of the sick man. 

Some ghantuwa (astrologer) is always jeady to come forward 
to give The necessary information for a consideration ! 

"Haru" is the benhcient spirit of RQj$ Harish Chand of 
Cham~awat  . 

Fi7hen the RAJA, after o life of good works, died he and his 
companions became good spirits and as a result of worshipping 
him the poor become wealthy, the miserable become happy and 
'the wicked become virtuous. C 

It is said that where Haru and his companions resort no. 
calamity can fall, hence the couplet :- 

auna, Haru harpat 
jauna Haru kharpat. 

With Haru comes prosperity, with hl's departure comes 
adversity. 

"Bhumiya or I<shatrp&l" is the deity of fields and boundaries : 
he does not as a rule force his worship on anyone by causing them 
loss; every village has a small temple to him. 

H e  punishes the wicked and rewards the virtuous and is always 
interested in the prosperity of the village. 

"Chaumu" is the guardian spirit of cattle, his worship com- 
menced ili t%e fiftwnth century. 

"Runiya" is a malignant spirit of the northern pattis who 
attacks females. 

PileS of stones and wood, called X j t h  pattiya are frequently 
seen on passes, or at crossnadS; these are the offerings of 
tllavelJers ~roceeding on a journey. 



CHAPTER IV. 

FURTHER DETAILS REGARDING THE MILITARY AND OTHER CLASGES ?F. 
Kulr.40~. 

3 

The Hindu population consists oi Biths and Shilpkars. T h e  
former are subdivided into :- % 

Brshmans and ?has BrShmans. 
Bsijpfits and Khaa Rsijp6t.s. 

d 

The Khas R~ijpfits are the Khasiyas whose claims to be Aryan 
immigrants is generally accepted. They are somewhat. looked 
down upon by other Aryans who have settled in the hills by way 
,of the plains. 

It i s  supposed that these Iihasiyas formed one of the earlier, 
wares of invasion from t h ~  north west and some conjectures as to 
their origin have been touched on in another chapter. 

The Khasiyas are contumeliously described as knowing uo 
Brdhman, arld it appears that they did not profess the V6dantic 
religion until it was forced 011 then] by Sankjra Aclllirya about 
the eighth century. . 

The Khasiya was distinguished fro111 the pure RAjplit to( 
Kshatriya) by his not wearing the janeo or sacred thread, but now 
that there is no danger of punishment for the unjustified assump- 
tion most Kl~asiyas have adopted it-in fact cases have bee? 
known where S6dras have worn the thread! 

Beyond being somewhat looked down upon the Khasiyas euffer 
no  particular disability, and if they can afford i t  may marry illto 
the best RAjp6t families; both Ershmans and RAipfits can ent 

ehupattis cooked by a Khasiya. - . 
Of the Hindu population it ma? be reckoned that the proportion 

of Brithmans, R6jp6ts including hhasiyas, and Shilpkars is appro- 
ximately 1 :2 : 1. * 

BrAhmans. The more resp&te8 sub-castes are generally 
admitted to have immigrated from the plains in cqmpaptively 
recent times. The Pants state that they came to  Kimyn, f r sm 
Kzingra some twenty-two generations ago., 1 

* 
The Joshis who have been, and 'still are, o h  >f t$e' most 

impol-tant clans state that they came from' Jhhsi, near Ailahab~d 
.in the time of Rdjh Som Chand. 

High class Rdhmans  have for centuries been in thk service of 
the J(6maon RAjd,s or the British Government : manF of them 
'however have been the master-movers in intrigues'. 

The  K6maoni Brhhman can provide good military' mqtetenal 
'rbut caste prejudice dies hard and has to be closely watched. 

' 



The bLst types are  hose of the ald Iihnsiya sLocir, they are: 
aimple and straightforward and earn their 111 elihood by agriculture : 
i t  is only on very rare occasioils that t h q  assume the functioue 
of spiritual leaders. 

Even these should, so far as possible, be prevented horn mixing 
,hit11  he Xshatriyas as they are incliiled to "show c£f" their caste 
prejudices with the result that the Xshatriyas are liable to copy 
them Znd be affected. 

Brdhmans who still maintain the profession of prlesthood :tnd 
those who llve in the vicinity of tlie more importnnt temples 
should not be enlisted.' 

Of the Rg~pu t s  by far the most il:usinous in descent and the 
moht respected in tlie present day aie the Rtijwirs and IbTanrtiia 
or ManurA1s. Both families 2re descended from the 
SuraJbjnsi Katy6ri rkjds who once ruled in the north of Klimaon. 

-The RijwQrs now live in Jaspur of Bi5hla Chaukot, and Afikot to 
the evtreme east of the district 1v1:ei-e tney hold an ~l i~part ible  raj. 
The 3IanrBls represein rlle brarich whicll oil tlie deposition of 
Birdeo, the last Iiatyliri king, and the annexation of his kingdom 
by thd Chands, settled in Tali. 'Their name is connected with 
the klallil:; peak in Pnlla X5ya a b o ~ e  Bhikia Sen, nrd the villsge 
of Sain hlanur on the saille ridge :n Tlialia Sdlt. The families are 
said to hold sana2s granted bj7 various rnembers of the Chand 
dynast:~, ancl by the Gurkhs governors of later daj-S. The head 
of the Jaspur Rdjnrzirs was the fendal lord of the wild Lalrhaura 
Jract on the Garhn7kl borders, now included in Bichls Cha~zkot, 
and still in the posse~sios of the family. Tlie blanrils are a still 
stronger body, holdiog many thokdtiris, chiefly in Bichla Cl~aultot, 
but also in WTalla Salt and Giwhr. The heads of the Tamadhaun 
ManrSls and of the Jaspur Rtij~vhrs are still among their own 
people ~a!ute'a by the title Sayana (wise man), which connotes a 
more honorific office than a mere tholrdlri. The account they 
give of themselves is that theyewere assigned grants of land, to 
which m;ere attached the duties of wardens of the marches. Their 
fiefs are situated to the mestcof Pdli in the centre of the debatable 
land. and one of their most Important posts was the Jhuniyagarh 
foit. With the disappearance of the border nrarfnre in which they . bl%ye&u~ch important parts and the conseqnent decline of their 
emeluqents, Mandls  and the RSjm:irr are now much reduced 
in circurqstances. They still however remember their royal descent 
anbasa l r eady  nieiltioned the titles they once held are alwaye 
popularly accorded, and they consequently assume an independent 
attitude, in their dealing~ with petty officiaIs. They axe also, i t  
must be said, on bad terms with each other. 

The Raotkras are the descendants of the junior mernblrs of 
the Chand family, whether legitimate or illegitimate. As their 
number increased it became necessary to give them employment 



or means of subsistence at a distance from Champawat and 
Almora. They are therefore to be found all over the 
district. Various villages in BArahmandal, and PBli were 
give11 as fiefs to dispose of the superfluons nlembers of the Chand. 
families and now, 0%-ing to the increase in their number's and tb 
intermarriages, little but the name remains. 

Other RAjplit sects of plains origin are the ~ z d i ~ d s ,  :he 
Dangwals, the Bang&* Ilan7ats and the Dcsadll Bishts. 

The remainder are for the gmater part Khssiyas. TBeir main 
sub-di-isions are named Rawat, Bisht afid ?\Tegj,. unqualified by 
any local prefix such as distinguishes tn7o of the nigher ca5tes jcst 
mentioned. These names have reference originally to the occupe- 
tion of their owners. neg means a perquisite, negi, one who 
receives perquisites, and hence par excellen"ce an ofEcial of the 
Government. The Xegis are those E i h a s i ; ~ ~ ~  of Garhn-h! an$ 
Kdmaon who toolr to mili?ary service alld gradnally owing to the 
vicissitudes of such a life separated into a caste. They are much 
less nurnerons in KGmaon than in  Garhwjl. Bisht, the appella- 
tion of another Xhasiyas sub-caste, is more correctly vasisht , 
meaning "excellent, respectable," and its origin is a title rather 
than a caste name.,- Ramat means a mler, and the  members of 
the caste who call themselves by that  name appear t o  be the des- 
cendants of petty civil officers employed under the Hindn kings. 

Other clans of some interest are the Boras of Bo~arau ,  and the 
Kairas of Kai~arao,  the I\Idhhrs or RSBhdras and the Thkulis. . 

There is a!so a class of Boras, in the vicinity of Almora and 
Benin&; these rnannfactnre hen113 bags kno;vn a s  KuthPla, make 
mill-stones and various ntensils. To distingnish them from other 
Boras they are known as "Kuthelia Boras". 3 * 

These Boras a.re despised by their l h d - o w n h g  fellow-tribesmen 
who usually ~:~il! not eat  v i t h  tEg former. 

Pnndlt Ganga Ilutt  Uprctl, in his "l;esciipti~e list of the 
martial castes of the :llmora pistrict," !nen!ions .i95' Tldjput 
clam that can be consider.e.4 "o~artia?," 2nd if to  these are adifed 
those admitted to be non-martial i t  will be seen how extre~noly 
minute is the caste and clai~ sub-division that p re~s i l s  *$, the 
Di~trict. u n 

, *  
It  is interesting to note that the In'diall Natioilal ~ o n ~ r : ~ s  give 

them the sa'cred thread. This movement' has, howe~ea heen 
stoutly opposed by the orthodox section of Hindup. 

He accepts twenty-six castes or 'sub-castes "as near and real 
kinsqen of Rshatriya or reigning R&j&s" and h e ~ c e  called Jan 
RBri or real RAjpGt. 

m 

Almora District contains far  more Bhotias than any 0 t h ~  
District in the United Provincen - n 
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Although a few enlisted during the Great War they are not 
looked on as "martial" and are not enlisted in regular battalions 
of the Indian Army. 

As there is good material, if carefully selected, amongst them, 
6 short note is of interest. 

Their country is called by the middle hill people "Bhot," and 
it lies 'in the main to the north of the Suner line, and between it 
and the Tibetan boundary. Bhot or more correctly Bod is really 
the same word as Tibet. The name Tibet is seldom applied by 
Xhmaonis to their nort-hern neighbour ; they call the people 
Hlinias and the land Himdes. The Bhotias of the Almora district 
inhabitr three valleys flanked on either side by the eternal snows. 
Inter-communication between sub-divisions so isolated is therefore 
.difficult, if not impossible and-as would be expected-they 
sxhibi.t many differences in habits, customs and language. Some 
have so far become Hinduised that thpy have forgotten their 
original dialect a ~ l d  now speak the ordinary hill dialect commo~l 
to their Xhasiya neighbours, yet there are five living dialects still 
in daily use. 

Bhotias who speak one of these dia1ect.s often cannot under- 
&and another. All Bhotias have two castes, RAjphts and Shilpkw. 
The latter differ in their functions in no respect from the Shilpkar 
of the lower hills already described. There r e  no Bhotia 
BrAhmans, although there are many BrBhmans domiciled in Bhot, 
who have entered it from the south and are in every way the 
.same as their fellow caste-men in the rest of Klimaon. The chief 
sub-divisions of the Bhotias classified according to thek language 
are the Jdthoras, who live in  GoripAt, Malla Dgnpur and Johhr; 
the Tolchas and Mirchas of JohAr who have forgotten the old 
dialect -and employ, the ordinary hill language of their Khasiga 
neighbours : the Rawats or Shokas or Shankas of JohAr who also 
no longer use their own language ; the Bpjnsis : the Chaudjnsis : 
and the-Dirmiyas who live in the pattis from which they derive 
their name and who still speak,their own dialects. 

f . From a study of what history has recorded previous to the 
,orpex%tion*of Klimaon by the British in 1815 it appears that their 
fightrngiecord is that of a continual struggle with their neighbours 
an t h e e a s t  ad-west. " 

On $lie east was armilitary and more numerous race who for 
many years ruled them with the "mailed fist". 

On the west was a warlike but not so united or well organised 
race with whom for many centuries there were raids and counter- 
raids. C 

This,.*however, does not affect their feelings now-a-days a d  
%bey serve and play games side. by side with their neighbouring 
races with frie5dly enthusiasm. 
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It may be said that our dealings with Klimaonis as soldiers 
began during the Nepalese War of 1814-15 when some irregular 
corps or levies were raised for service against the Nepalese. 

I t  is further stated that "in 1814 quite two thirds of the 
Nepalese forces in the west (i.e., those who were opposing Gene@ 
Ochterlony) were composed of men from the upper pattis of 
Klimaon and Garhwril; these levies were not however incopbraced 
with the regular troops, but were rather considered in the light 
of a local militia and- were as a rule under the orders of Gurkha 
.nflicers, although Klimaonis were entrusted - with small cofhmands". 

Further Amar Sing Thipa who was lone of the most distin- 
guished and successful Gurkha leaders admitted that of his army 
and of those troops who took part in the defence of Kalunga artd 
Malmn forts, only a portion were Gurlihgs, and the remainder 
o-.re "people of the count'ries from Beri to Garhwil". (See 
footnote.) ---7 

3 

It is therefore highly probable that a, large portion of the 
Gurkha troops who surrendered to the Brit,ish in 1815, and who 
afterwards took service with them, consisted of I<lin~aonis :~nd 
GarhwBlis. 

These troops hdped to augment the Nasiri, Sirmoor ; ~ n d  
h'umaon Battalions (now the 1st K. G .  0. Gurkha Rifles, the 
2nd E. E. 0. Gurkha Rifles and the 3rd Q. A. 0. Gukhn Rifles) 
and i t  appears that these units continued to enlist considerable 
~mmhers of Klimaonis and Garhtvilis, for in July 1850, it was 
specially enjoined that the class of the regiment was to be pr'e- 
served by carefully excluding from enlistment all who were not 
Gurkhas. 

Kfimaonis, however, were still desirous of rnilitcg-y service b ~ d  
the fact remains that at the commehcement~ of the GrGat War 
there were representatives of Klimaon (often under false na.mes) 
in nearly every Gurkha Battalio'n. 

The Royal Garhw4 Riflea eniisted men freely from the northern 
pattis of KGmaon but this has now'been prohibited except in't,he 
case of sons of men who had served in that Regimept. , 

3 - 
How well Kiimaonis made good in the various bglments  

throughout all times can .be estimated f;om tho mards gr"anted 
- - ~~ - 

1~~ 

Extract from a letter from Amar Sing Thaps *to the Raja of %pal? dated 
2nd March 1815. This was intercepted and delivered to General Ochterlony :- 

"Such however is  the fame and terror of our sword~ that Balbhadr with a 
nominal force of 600 men destroyed an army of 3,000 to 4,000 English (sepoye). 
Hibforce consisted of the oid Gorakh and Burukh companies which were nnly 
partly composed of inhabitants of our ancient Kingdom, md'of the people of the 
countries from Beri to Garhwbl (i.e., including KiYnaonie and Garhwais) and 
with these he destroyed one Battalion, and crippled ~ n d  repuleed".another." 

"My Army is similarly compoeed, ,nevertheless all descriptions are eager to 
meet Ll~c enemy." 
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to- them on field service, and this bears out their old saying : 
"R6n6 m6kh chhstri tirSth mhkh brhhman." (The Rajput's face 
towards the battle, the Brbhman's face towards the shrine). 

'Eumaoni Shahs or sahs are the descendents of the bania castes 
fmm the  plains, and may be termed the mercha'nt class of 
Kumaon. They have adopted the habits and customs of the 
Rajputs and intermarry with them freely. Belonging mostly to  
rich families they rarely come forward for enlistment: in the ranks, 
although $here is Bome good military mat,erfal among t,hem. 

Kumsoni Giris or N ~ t h s  are the descendents of Religiom 
mendicants and are sometimes enrolled in the Indian Hospital 
Corps. - 
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CHAPTER V. 

The Klimaoni comes forward for enrolment freely ana ib 
normal times the supply is greatly in  excess of the demand. '* 

They are enrolled in the 19th Eyderabad Regiment and by 
some other units, the Indian EIospital Corps and in *smaller 
numbers by R. I. A. S. C.' and the Corps of Indian Engineere 
(Sappel-s & Miners), hhiie a few are taken by the Indian Terri- 
torial Force. I n  addition to the above the Burma Frontier Force 
and Burma Military Police enrol fall, numbers. The following 
table shows the castes taken by the various branches -of the 
arm% :- 

Infantry . . . . . Rejputs 
R .  I. A. S. C. . . . . Rajputs, Brahmars and Shahs. . .. 
Corps of Indian Engineer* . . Rajputs and ~rdhmans. 
Indian Territorial Force . . R~jputs  &nd Brehmans. 
Indian Hospitel Corps . . . Rajputs, Brahmans, Shahs, Giri~ and 

Christians. 

The Sur.na Forces take both Rajpu:s and Brahmans. 
Followera, Cooks 

a. 
Brah:nans.* 

Watercarriers . . . . Rojputs 
*Not Khas Brah ans 

A caste that must be rejected is the "Nc~yak" or "Naik" : 
this caste originated during the reign of Raja Bharati Chand 
(1437-50) whose aggressive expeditions kept his soldiers so !oGg 
in the field Chat they formed temporary alliances with the women 
of the country and their off-spring gave rise to the caste of Naiks. 

Another class of marl who often aitempts to gnlist, is the 
Dotial, i . e . ,  the inhabitants of Doti 2n Mlest,?rn Nepal on the left 
bank of Eali river. 

Experience has shown that \he Northern patties provide far 
better material than those in the south; the lads from t h e  north 
are usually more unsophisticated:opm manly and hardy ; they have 
not yet, however, attained the educational qualificatjons pf t5ose 
in the south though their actual intelligence is in no way - iqferier. 

Klimaonia have now realized tha.t eduaation is ssential in any 
branch of life and schools are being opened' t roughout the 
district. 

5 . 
7 '  

The best material comes from that part of the district which 
lie8 to the north and east of lines roughly running ea'st and west 
and- north and south through the Almora Cantonment. Recruit8 
from the south and west of these lines should be very carefully end' 
sparinglv enrolled. I t  must be realized however ths$. e certain- 
number must be taken from all over the District, so. that in t h e  
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event of General Mobilization, there may be a slight hold over 
the southern and western patties which may be required for ex- 
,pansion. 

* *The short stocky lad with a fair complexion of about 5 ft. 4 In. 
iqr 5 ft. ,2 in. if young) with a chest measurement of at least 83 
inches at the age of 17  years or 18 years is likely to provide the 
best m5terial. The types found in the bazaars of Almora and 
Ranikhet and in the vicinity of the larger temples should be de- 
finitely rejected. The long lanky lad who e l l  have outgrown his 
strength s?hould not be taken. 

I t  is noticeable that tEe inhabitants of the lower patties are 
of a lesso healthy appearance ; this is probably due to the fact that 
they lead a less healthy life than those of the northern pattiee, 
.and further they are mostly saturated with malaria. I t  has been 
found that gain in inch'es means a loss in physique. Furthermore, 
the martial spirit of the northern patties is not,iceably lacking 
.here. IL 

Means of co~nmunications being difficult in Xumaon, action bas 
to be taken well in advance in order to ensure that recruits will 
be obtained on due dates. To permit of a good selection of the 
material obtainable arrangements should be made to bring in 
three times the number of recruits actually required, this allows 
for the summary rejections by the Recruiting Officer for obvious 
defects and also for those by the Recruiting Medical Officer on 
medical grounds, these latter may be classified as under :- 

Heart Affections . . . . . . 41.51 % 
Skin diseases . . . .  . . 7 .76  % 
Eye diseases . . 7-59 % 
Goitre . . . . . . . .  . 4.47 % 

- 
C C * 

The high percentage of heart affections is generally attributsd 
-to the strain imposed in walking and carrying loads over the steep 
hill paths-in a rarefied atmosphere., 

The majority of hillmen ?re very dirty when first brought 
do& from their villages with the result that a proportion suffering 
'fry-ii itsh, soabies, etc. (which can easily be cured) have to be 
rejeEtedJy the Recruiting Medical Officer for these diseases alone 
swhem otl~erwise, the lads are -sturdy a.nd well developed. 



APPENDIX A. 

LIST OF PARBANAS AND PATTIS. 

Pali Sub-Divbion 

1. Athoguli Palla. . 1 

2. Athaguli WaHa. 
3. Chaukot Malle. 
4. ~ k a u k o t  Bichla. 
5. Chaukot Talle. 
6. Dora Malla. 3 

7. b o r a ~ i c h l a .  m 

8. Dora Talla. 
9. Dwarsyun. 3 

10. Giwbr Palla. * 
11. Giwir Tallo. m *  
12. Gfwdr Wall& -D * 3 13. ~airaFoo.  

* 
14. Kaklaeaun Eella. . 
16. Kaklaseun Talle. 9 '  

16. Khlignrh. 
17. Naya Palle. 
18. Nsya Walla. 
19. Riuni. 
20. Salt Malle. . 
21. Salt Palle. 

u 

Name of pargana. 

r 
, 1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

BBrshmandal . . . { 
1 

91 
1 
1 
I 
1 
1 
1 
1 
r 
1 

Danpur . . . . { 
1 
1 
1 

. ' 
Patti. . 

Head Quarters, Sub-Divisdonr. . 
1 

1. Bisaud. 
2. Borarau Palle. 
3. Borarau Walla. 
4. DQmn. 
5. DolphLt. 
6. Kamsybr Palla. 
7. KarnsyBr Walla. 
8. KharLhi. 
9. Khdsparja. 

10. Lakhanpur Mdla. 
11. Lakhanpur Talla. 
12. MQhrydri. 
13. Rithagarh. 
14. SQlam Malla. 
15. Salam Talla. 
16. Syunira Malls. 
17. SyunBra Talla. 
18. Tikh6n Malla. 
19. Tikh6n Talla. 
20. Uchylir. 

21. D6npur Malln. 
22. DQnpur Bichla. 
28. DSnpur Tallx. 
24. D ~ g .  
25. Katydr Xalla. 
26. Ketydr Bichla. 
27. Katylir 'ralla. 
28. Nbkuri. 
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LIST OF PABQANAS AXD PATTIS-~0?Ztd. 

Name of pargana. I Patti. 

26. Chaugaun. 

~ k l d a k o t '  . . 

i :Pili-oontd. ,,. . . 
.1 

22. Salt Talla. 
23. Salt Walla. c 

24.  Silor Malla. 
25. Silor Talla. 

a 1 Pithoragarh Sub-Division 

r 
I 
( r 1 

Zohaghat . . . . 
1 

Kali Kuntaon Sub-Diuiaiota. 

1. Asi. 
2. Chalsi. 
3. Char61 Malla. 
4. CharAl Talla. 
6. Gangol. 
6 .  GumdBs. 
7. KhilpatiphU. 

a 

8. Palbilon Malla. 
9. Palbilon Talla. 

10. Pharka. 

- a . m -  - • • { . '1 

0 [ 

, 
11. Regrubfin. 
12. Sipti. 
13. Sui Bisung. 
14. Talli Reo. 
16. Talla Des. 

C . 
16. Athigaon Walla. 

C * 17. Ath~gann Palla. 
le: Baraun W ~ l l a .  

1 19. Raraun Talla. 
raangoli . . . 2i). BB1, 

1. Kha~ayat .  
2. Kharkd.48. 
3. MAh&r. (Khheparja). 
4. Nryadda. 
6. Rawal. 
6. SBti Malli. 
7. SBti Tslli. 
8. Sann. 
9. n'aldia Mrtlle. 

10. Walrlia Bichla. 
11. Waldia Talla. 

I 
1 - 22. Pungraun. 

23. Rawor. 
0 
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LIST OF PAROANAS AND PATTIS-CO~C~?.  

I Patti. Name of pargane. 

12. Athbiei MaUi. 
( 13. Athbiei Talli. 

8ira . . 9 . {  14. Birabisi. 
1 15. DindihAt. 
1 16. Mali. I 

17. Aekot Mella. 
Aekot . . . . 

23. Goriphit. 
Johrir . . 24. Melle JohBr. 

26. Talle DBe. 

I 
1 

19. ~ y a n s .  
3 

20. Chaudens. 
2 1. Dtirme Melle. 
22. DBrmri Tells. 



The normal Bindu year commences on the day of. the New Moon which 
pecedes the commencement of he Sol= Year, r.e.,  In the month of C h i t  
p(March-kpril). In  Klimaon, however, tKe year wmmencea from Baisikh (April- 
V ~ Y , .  , 

The year is divided into six seasons and twelve month as follows :- 

( 
Baeent (spring) . .{ 

1 

f 
Grishem (great heat) .I 

Sarad (cold) . . 

Equivalent 
English period 

commencing about 

. 
Seaeon. 

S a w a n .  . . . 
r a i n s  . . 

1 Bhado . . . . 
Assoj . . 15 September. 

. , 15 October. 

Month in  Local Dialect. 
I 

Cheit . . . . 
Baisnkh . . . 
J6th . . . 
Asshr . 

i r  
. 

15July. 

15 August. 

15 March. 

15 April. 

15 May. 

15 June 

r M&h (Mhgh) . . 15 January. 
SisBr (shivenng, i.e.. cold) 

Phhgan . 

r Mengsi . . 
{ - . . . 

Each lurar month is divided into SA~O parts; the fortnight ending with the 
new moo& is kmwn as the dark half month (Krishan paksht, or anyir) and 

.the fcrtnight ending with the fu5 moon which is known as the light half 
month (Suknl paksht, or ojiL). 

In the Hindu calendar the majority cf $he feetivds are dculated acl falling 
on a certain day of the dark half or light half of a month, i . e . ,  the date b 
caleuiabrd horn the moon. 

'fie paasage of the mu from OR cozstelletian to another [called SenLrint) 
is aka the occasion for a festival but these varg considerably in importance; 

chief- ones may be noted as :- . ' Baigkh 9 Biehuwat-hkrrint. 
Bswan Sanksint or Hmiyilo. 
M& ~ankr&t.  

T h e  chbf festivals in KE-n are :- 
i. I;ai&h:h S d r i n t  or Bishuwat Sankdnt is held on the first day of the 

month Haisikb and this is the occasion whan the ceremony of dra,wing poisow 
fr3m the wtem of children is undergone. 

ii. NBg Panchmicis held on the fifth day of the light half of Sanan. I$ is a f-tival hdd  in honollr of the Ndgs or serpent deities. 

iii. S a ~ ~ ~  sankdnt or H~rriyilo i n  obaemed on the firat day of +,he month 
Sawan and i'e essentially the festival of the agricnlt~lriat~. 

15 November. 

15 December. 



ir. R&h Tarpan-beth. known in K6maon as Upa Karm. I n  the plains 
of ludia ihis festival is  known as Salouo or Raksha, bandhan. 

It is held on the full moon of the month of Sa,wan and marks the p3ir.t of " 
transition between the old and the new agricultural peals. 

On this day the Brihmans tie bracelets of silk or cotton on to the right' 
wrist of Hindus and in return receive presents. 

v Janam Ashtami is an important festival which is in honour of thj? birth 
of Krishna and is held on the eight11 dtly of the dark half of Bhado. 

This birthday is observed as a "fast", either total or partial; if the latter, 
only one meal of milk and fimit may be talren in the day. . 

vi. Naurni ShrBddh-the whole of the dark ha14 of Assoj is known as 
Shriddh paksh and is devoted to prayers for the repose of the spirits of 
ancestors : the ninth day, known as naunli shriddh, is  set aside for ,female 
ancestors, especially the mot.her. 

vii. Dcrga P6ja, commonly lrnown as the Dasehro, and known in Klimao.7 
as Naurita or N6t6, is held for the worship of the Ggddess DJrga the terrible. 

This festival commences on the new moon of Assoj and lasts for ten d%l 
during this period sacrifice is made to the goddess-under British rule 1 umen 
sacrifice is no longer permitted gad  the offerings are restricted to buffaloes 
and goats, which must be of the male sex and black in colour. Particular care 
must be taken to ensure that the head of the victim should be struck off at 
one blow of the sword or kiikri; a second blow is considered to be of ill omen. 

During this festival the spectacular play Rjmlila, which gives representations 
of the main incidents of %mayha, is performed-this is in commemorztion 
of the lictory of R i j i  RAm Chandra over the demon forces led by PAvnna. 

This festival is properly-a festival for Kshatriyas but as the period coincides 
wit11 the terminahion of the collecting and reaping of the autumn honrt.st i t  ia 
also looked on as a oeriod of rejoicing hy agriculturists. 

viii. The next festival on the calendar is the Diwili which is c~ne 
of the Vai:;hyas or srading classes and is in honour of Lakshmi, the goddess 
of wealth 

The Diwili season commences on the day preceding the new moon of Kartik. 
The characteristic feature of the Diwili (derived from dipvAli, a row of 

lamps) is the illumination that takes place a t  night when roxvs of chirdgha or. 
earthen lamps, varying with the means of the house-owner, may be seen. 

The practice of gan~bling has received a semi.religiou~ sanctio> durii6 the 
Diwili and unless carefully wa.tched is liable tb cause trrkble. 

This festival is  not recognised or observed in the northern pattis of t he  
District. 7 

ix. MBghis SankrBnt is the first day of the month Migh, usually tL% 13th- 
14th January, and is devoted t o  the worshjp of Vishnu and the Sun. . 

It is also a day of rejoicing as marking the termination of the ill-onlene4 
month of PCB. 9 

This festival i s  abo  known as "UttAraini", being, according to t h e - q i d d  
aystem, tho beginning of the Winter solstice. • n 

3 
With us, the entry of the sun into the sign of Capricorh comm?nc'&i. at 

t,his time. . . rn 

s. Basant panclmi is the first day of spring when young shoots of barley 
are often pulled up and placed in the head-dress-this fes$iral i s  hel$ on the 
fifth day of the light half month of Migh. 

xi Shivriitri is a fast kept on the eve of the new moon of Phigun and i~ 
sacred to,Shiva-the word l i twdly means "the night c o r n r a t e 3  to Shivs". 

On thls day all sins are expiated and exemption from transmigratio~ csn be 
ol~talned. 

rii. The Holi ends on the full moon of EhQgun and is a festival of unmixed 
rejoicing, commemo~.ltting the frolics of the young god Krishna with the milk. 
maids of Brindaban : being after the spring crope have been &hared adds a 
zeat to the occasion. 



Probably the most ancient custom connected with the HoIi is the lighting 
of a bonfire in the early morning before sunrise. 
n Ab: ta the origin of this custom there is a certain amount of doubt. 
r. Ono legend affirms that the bonfire represents the burnin of a female 
demon (Fkikshasi) called Holika who used to carry off and %evaur children 
of the neighbouring country. 

Another legend of the plains says that the bonfire represents the death of 
tlie old 'year as the. world waa created by Brahma on the first day of Chait, 
is., on the day following the termination of the Holi. 

This festival has, in many p l m ,  degenerate& into a seriea of obscene 
debauches 'and songs when red coloured liquid or powder (gul61, made fram 

t h e  flower of the rhododendron) is thrown a t  passers by. 



APPENDIX C. 

NAMES AND THEm DERIVATION. 

In their names Kcmaonis appear to prefer those which come under' the 
heading of religious" and are principally of the class which haye refere,$ 

deities. 
'l'nrro are, however, many non-religious names, and these are of the nature 

classified as "martial." Diminutives axe very common, and the Khmni  rarely 
assumes the "SinghM+ of the FLAjpht in his own village, though all use it 
.after enlistment. 

(i) -4morlgst the religious names, the following appertaining to Xrishna may 
be enumerated :- * 

Girdhi] i (Mountain holder). * 
Gobind (probably, Lord of Cattle). 
Crop61 ((.'owherd). 
Midho (the slayer of Midhu). 
Mohan (tho charming). 
Sham (the dark.complexioned). 

(Other gods and goddesses, ghose names will be found, are :- 
Indar. 
Narayan. 
Rd.mo 
Lachmi. 
Hari. 
Rudm. 5 

Rati (the goddess of Love). 
SSraj, "the sun." 
Chandar, Chand, Chafid, "the moan." 
B6dh, the planet Mercury. 
Mmgd, th3 planet Mars. 

Adjectives having reference to deities :- 
Ajit, "the Unconquerable." 
Amar, "the Immortal." 3 

T 

BWp, BhGpB1, "the Protector of the Carth." ' 
Bijd, Bije, "the Victorious." 
KirpS1, "the Merciful." * 

M8hi. "the Great." * - 
.(ii) Of the non-religious nama the ?ollov?ing occur :- 

!a) Names of Heroes :- * . 3 

Arjlin--Bhim-Dalip. 
. 

T 3 '  

(b)  Martial names :- 
Bigh, "Tiger." 

Dd,  "Army." 3 

Bali, Balwant, "Mighty." 
' . '  

Fide "Guide to the writing of Hindu and Muslim names in R o w  Urdu." 
t -4lthough this suffix is pronounced "Siigh" the word in ~indi"c1~arsctere 

i s  written (sinha)-this form of -romanised spelling is padually provviqg 
amongst the more educated civilian classen . 
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Bir, "Hero." 
Fat,eh, "Victory." 
Himmat, "Valour." 
Jai, "Victory." 
Jan@, "Warlike." 
IGsar, Kehar, "Lion." 
Khareg, Khalak, Khargs, Khark. "Sword." 
&ngrim, "Battle. " 
Shamsher, "Sword." 
Sher: "1,ion." 
Umrao, "Princely." n 

Names derived from aome personal quality, physical or moral :- 
Bd,  "Strength." 
Budh, "Wiee," "Old." 
Chhote, "ldittle." r 

Kdls, "Black." 
Khushi', "Prosperoum." 
TJmBd, "Hope." 
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APPENDIX D. 

CENSUS TIGURES. 

An estimate of the population of Kfimaon was made by Mr. Trail  in 2821, 
this calculation gave a total of 135,553. 9 

In 1872 the popnle,tion was 354,579, and in 1901 it had increased ko 465,693. 

A preliminat census was taken during the  autumn of 1930. The f ind   figure^ 
adopted were d o s e  of 26th Fehruary. 1931. The difference between9 the  two 
totals for the district are most interesting. I n  the autumn of 1930 the  t o t d  
population was returned a t  611,586; and on 26th February 1931 a t  583,XZ. 

T 

Two well.rlefined but quite inclependent general movements of large numbers 
of the populace are known. -4s the winter advar%es the ul,per parts of Bhot-- 
the region lying chiefly behind the snows and inhabited by the Bhotias-becme 
deserted. By the middle of November, the higher villages are buried in snow 
and the inhnbitallts, having completed their commerce with Tibet, begin to 
move southwards. Camps are esta,blished a t  convenient points and here the 

ancl children remain with their flocks and heids, other than pack animals, 
and the bull; o f  the Tibctan mercl~anclise The men begin to malce their jourllry 
to the submontaile marts-a journey to be repeated s e ~ e r a l  times before the  
wllole of the zoods have beep transported. These iraffickinga continue until 
about the middle of May, when nearly all the traders with their wives and 
children return to their homes near the great passes for the summer, during 
which period they conduct their trade with Tibet. 

Again. a.s the rains dry up and fever abates very many of the  inhabitanto 
of the lower pattis descend to tlll their rich holdings in the Tarai and Bhaber. 
Their al~ceatral fields in; the hill are roughly sown before they depart and but 
litt,le tended in the meanwhile, the crop being reaped on their retnrn. Whole 
villages are emptied of all their able-bodied inhabitants, and in Riuni, for 
instance, the total cold weather population consists of a few decrepit old men 
left to guard the property of absentees. 

Durin the spring they have to work hard to collect the rabi crop md, 
the weatter gets warmer, they hur the cuckoo's call which they take as a 
sign that  it is time to,  return 'to their fields in the hills, hence the  proverb. 
"Kapuwa bisi  gochha" (the cuckoo utters his call), denotes the fact tha t  the 
hot season is approaching and that  the emigrants must return to  their allages 
i n  the hills. 

* 
The figures quoted above show that the ,volnme 0% emigration w%s 28,284 

i n  the autumn of 1930 owing to  various reasons the preliminary enumeratiou 
was completed a little later than was intended, so it is  possible that the cold 
weather exodus had started before the Preliminary enumeration was completed. 

For this reason the figure of 28,284 may be slightly low and i t  h h Y  nafely 
Be sssumed that  the migration normall? inv~lves about 30,000 people. - 

The vast rna(jority of the population are Hindus, the achu$l figuie bing 
558,004 or 99.1 per cent. 

m 

- 3  * ' 
The following figures show the situation as r e w d s  the male Hindu pquln-  

tion . - q * 

Caate. 3 

Rhjpfit . . . .  . . . 143,261 
, Brhhman . . . . . . , 88,463 

Other Castes . . 77,664 
n 

TOTAL . nss,aee LI 



The figuree ofage for all metes  are :- 

Age. 
0-16 . , . 116,174 

* .  15-40 . - - .  . 109,469. 
r. Over 40 . . . .  . 64,655 . 

TOTAL . 289,288 

* 
The total number of females wae '28,716. 

It: must, be +en~embel.ed that a large number of  K6maonis serving in the  
Army and the Milit;l.ry Police were with their units a t  the time when the 
celleus was talien, and i t  canmsafely be assumed that 3,000 con be added to the 
f i~ures  of the male ~opulation between the apes of 1 . W 0  years,, of these the 
n ~ a j o r i t y ~ p r o b a h l ~  s.bout 85 per cent.-are K6maoni R6jpbts. 



APPENDIX E. 

GLOSSARY OF TERMS USED BY KT~~AONIS. 

As1 m a u z ~  . . The chief or parent village to which the Ialaga '5 
or subsidiary village is attached. This "lag&'& 
may be a n  off-shoot of the main village, or it 
may be a separate hamlet which is attached 
to the chief village for revenue purposes. 

Banjar . . . . Fallow or waste land. , 
Bagr . . . . . Level shingly land found on river beds. 
BBn&p . . . , ' . Vide "Nhp". 7 

BhAi b b t  . . Division of inheriknce per capita-equal shares 
for all sons. a 

Bisi . . . . Twenty " nGs." 3 

Bhe'nt . . Irregular dues (nazrhnh)) taken by t h o k d j r ~  
padhans or hissadLrs from tenants. 

Girbi . . Mortgage. 
1 

G6th . . A place for tyingup cattle and goats. 
Hlssadir . . *Coparcenary proprietor. 
I j r h  . . . . . Inferior terraced land cultivated intermittently 

Khaikdr . . . . (1) An under-proprietor whoee rights aR the ori- 
ginal occupant cultivator have been 
usuryed by or granted to  some other person 

t a t  some former period : this ie the "pnldra 
3 khaikar." 

(2) an occupancy tenant who, or whose ances- 
tors, never had any higher rights : this is 
the 'Lkachcha khaikir". 

Katfl . . Un-terraced inferior land cultivated intemr 
tently. 1 

L&ga . . . Vide '' As1 mauza." 
Malla . . . . Upper. 
N&li . . . . (1) A measure of capacity equal to two seers of 

grain. a 

(2) A meesum of land? the a& in Ghich two 
seers of grain is  own (roughly 20 X 12 
sassls). 

NayBbdd . . Waste land, Nay5bdd grants require specific 
enquiry and sanction in each case ahd involve 
the aztiveintervention of the State which wn- 
fera proprietary right and settles the land on 
payment of revenue or steps ,in to,prol?ibit 
the clearing and appropriation of t t e  lan4. - 

N&p (land) . . Is the measured h n d  and means tsAett led 
land which is p;ivate ~ o p r t y  a% opGosed 
to bt'n&p " or un-measured laqd vhich is 
always the of the State.. a -. 

Padhkn . . The headman of the village from whom the re- 
venue engagement is zaken pnd who is 
responsible for collecting and paying in the 
revenue of the village. He ,also acts a8 a. 

8 Police Officer. q 

Palla . . . . The more distanGwhen referring to " pattis " 
i t  means the one further away &om Ahnor& 
town. 



His duty is t o  collect revenue-to ineasure 
villages under instructions from the court- 
to prevent de~ertion on the part of the culti. 
vators of a village by adjusting quarrels and 
reporting the existence of such quarrels and 
desertion, police cases, apprehension of 
offenders, report of crimes, casualties, etc., 
through the Tehsildar ; also to look after tha 
repair of roads and to arrange for supplies if 
required. 

Rakm * . . . . Either ( I )  Land revenue or ( 2 )  Rent. A shqfe 
of land is spoken of es so many rupees "rakm. 

S i r t h  r .  . Tenant a t  will. Sirti is the rent or government , revenue that he pays. 

Sautia bhnt . . Division of inheritance, per stirpes, is., half and 
half between the sons of two wives. 

Sanjait . . . Uudivided measured common land ; either com- 
, mon to the mholo village or to certain families 

or co-sharers. 

Shera . . - Permanently irrigated land. 

Sila . . Shady land. 

Shimar . . .. Imporrectly irrigated Ihnd. 

Tails . . . .. Sunny land. 

Talton . . . Permanently irrigated la$d. 

Talls, . . . Lower. 

Thokdhe . . . . Represen* the sole remaining rural aristocracy 
of the distjrict and are a remmnt from the timee 
of the It&j6s. They were the farmers of revenue 
originally but have now acquired proprietary 
rights. 

Upreon . . , . Dry terrace land (upland). 

WakSlu . . . . An ascent. 
* 
WarLla; . . . ' . . A $ w e n t .  

W a h  . . . I s  on the n:ar fide-when used with reference fo 
" pattis refers to the one of the same name 
nearest to  A h o r a  town. 

r 
Tmus USED IN TSE FQRMATION OF PLACE-NAMIS. * 

a . A. FQT hills and mountains. 

~ t 3 i - e .  . . . . 
dh&@. . * .  . . 
dh$ . - . . * .  
donde .* ' . .  . . 
d h h  . . . . 
BB1 . . . . 
C h i n a .  . -. 
Sama . 

'bdnga . ? . 
paire . . . . 
C 

A narrow path O r  pass. 
A stone. 
A high mountain range. 
(pronounced h r a )  e ridge. 
A spur. 
A precipice. 
A pass or gorge. 
A grass glade. 
A fort or e peaked crest of a, hill. 
A land slip or avalanche. 



gangs, . 
nadi . 
gadh . 

gar . 
gsdherca 
neul . 
naulo . 
pokhar . 
Klilo . 
dumaula 

B. Fop river sydems. 

. A large river. 

. A smdl river. 

A ravine or a sbream and its glen. 

. A rivulet. 

. J  
A tank. 

. An irrigation chapnel. 

.-I 
kconflueace of two streams. 

. J 

stream t?mt flow6 during the rains only. 
. J 



APPENDIX F. 

h in Europe during the middle Ages we had quarrels between the Buelph- 
%nd the Ghibelline factions so in Kfirnaon there was strife for centuries botween 
th'e bUrB and Phartyil factions. 

The origin of this strife appears to  be urrknown; Mr. Batten in his Settle- 
ment R e p r t  on Kkmaon in 1848 states :-"This country (Shor) even more than 
Kdi  Klimaon continues to be the seat of thc two hill parties (Dhurras) of the 
MdrL and the FurtiAl (Pha~tyal)  which elsewhere j n  the Province are fast 
dying out onrl arc being succeeded by Partio~~s deri~ing their origin from the 
opposition of existing substagial interests 

"It would be difficult for the most determined M i r i  to state on what grounds 
hif hereditary enmity to a "Furtiil" is founded, and vice versa, or for either 
party to *explain on what differences their distinctive watchwords arose." 

The principal village of the Maras was Kot near Katolgarh and the chief 
village of the Phartyals was Dungari near Sul. 

I n  the History of Northern India there is probably no record of such bitter 
and continued &ife as existed from time immemorial between these factions. 

I t  is known that owing to their internecine strife in the tenth century RBjQ 
Som Chand seized his opportunity to establish himself in Kili K h a o n ,  and 
afterwards, in order to keep in with both factions he made the head of the 
MBrAs his chief Civil Advisor while the head of the Pahrtyals mas made 
Commander-in-Chief. 

When RAj& Bijaya. Chand was murdered in lG"5 both Mk6s  and Phartyals 
decided to act in the crisis, the formei sent for Trim' Chand and the latter 
applied to Narayan Chand [thc brother of Trimal hand), and each party 
proclaimed its fa,vourite as R i j i .  

if 
The Mir&, with Trlmal Chand, arrived in Almora first and installed hirn 

forthwith as RBji; on hearing of the success of the hl i r is  Narayan Chand tled 
back to Doti whilst, his followers dispersed to their homes. 

In 1729 however on the death of Xji Ajit Chand when the Bishta attempted 
t o  pnt their puppet on the throne, and tht; Mir is  and the PhartyAls for once 
united and finally discovered one Kalyan Chand, a direct descendant of the 
Chard tribe, whom they installed. 

The downfall of the Chand dynasty in 1790 may also be attributed to the 
id5el.faction strifs as the internal tronbles of Khnaon which were well lcnown 
t o  the Rfler of Nepal gave him *the opportunity to i n ~ a d e  the country and 

'so extend his dominions. 
The defeat of our levies undel Capkin Hearsay in 1815 vras attributed by 

the Mires to the treachery of the Phartytils. 



APPENDIX G. 

Route. 

Almora to Pindari . 

Almora to Mil- . . 

Stages. 

-, 
1. Dinapani . . . 
2. Takula . . 
3. Bageswar . 
4. K a ~ k o t e  . . . 
5. Loharkhet . . 
6. Dhakuri . - 
7. Khati . 
8. Dwali . 
9. B u r k i a  . 

1. Kapkote . 
%.Sham13 , 

3. Tejam 
4. Girgaon . 

Distance - Remarks. 

- 
Miles. 

- 

Almora to Berinap . 

Almora t o  CJmmpawat . 

Almora t o  Pithoragarh . 

Lohegheb to Tanekpur . - 

7 
15 
27 
4 1 
50 
56 
61 
65 
71 

4 1 
6 2 
60 
70 
80 
88 
98 
103 
110 

8 
14 
18 
30 
42 - 
10 
la* 
29 
39 - 

5. Munsyari . 
6. Lilam . . 
7. Bagodiyar . 
8. Rilkote . . . 
9. Milam . . . 

1. Barechhina . 
2. Dhaulchhina . 
3. Kanarichhina, . 
4. Ganai . 
6. Berinag . . 

- 
1. Lamgareh . . . 
2. Mournauls, 
3. Debidhoora . . 
4. Dunghat . . . 
5. Lohaghe% . . 
6. Champawat . 

1. Panuanaula . . 
2. Naini . . . . 
3. Gangolihat . . . . 
4. Bans . . . . 
5. Pithoragarh . . 

1. Champawat . . 
2. Diori . . 
3. Shukhidhang . 
4. T a n ~ k p u .  . . . 

- - 

7 - 

7 " I *  - 

nial:-: 
45 
63. 7 

6 
23 
30 
38 - 



1.. Almora. 1 22. Hawalbag. 

2. Bageshwar. 

3. Bnijnath. 

23. Lamgara. 

24. Lohaghat. 

4. Bainskhet. 1 25. Loharkhet. 
I 

6? Bans. ' 26. Majkhali. 
! 

6. Champawat. 

7. Chhira. P 

1. 27. Mvi. 
, 28. Mornaula. 
I 

8. Dwarahat. . 
9. Deori. 

1 99.  Munsyari. 

1 30. Naini. 

11. Debidhura. 

12. Dhuaghat. 

13. Dheulchh2ua. 

14. Dwali. 

15. Phurkia. 

16. Ganai. 

17. Gengolihat. . 18. Gurna. 

19. Kapkote. 

20. Kelasi. 

i 
j 32. Pithoragarh. 
i L 

! 33. Ranilrhet. 

I 34. Someshwar. 
i 
1 35. Kanalichhin~. 

I 36. ~ a k u k .  

" 21. l$hati. , 1 
A ~ u n ~ a l o w ' f o r  t h e t e e  of tl-a&ers exists at Shukhidhang. This is run by 

'J. H. Abbott, Esq., 0. B. E., V. D. of Bbbott'e Mount Lohaghat. 
The Dak Bungalows a t  Ahma,  Ranikhet, Someshwar and Bageshwar 

:have Rhagsamahs. 



Serial NO. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

6. 

6. 

List of Forest Bungalows, East Almora Division. 

Name of Forest Rest Homes. 

Bhatgaon 

Durctm . 

Kunarichhina . . . - 4 
Dhuraphat (Raikholi) . . . , 

0 I *  1 
Nuli . J 

Askote . . . . .  
Pithoragarh Range, 

Dindinat. . . . : >  
Berinag . . . . I  
Gansi . . . 
Dharam@at . . . * . Berinag Range. .. 
Yofar . 

' I  
*: I - !  

Saniodiar . . . 1 
Rameshwar . . - . I  

Maharpali . . 8 .  

Wajula . . . . . , : ]  . 
Bajwar (wooden) . . . - - I  
Garkhet . . . . \~aPkhsr ~ a n g c ,  

1 0 . 0  
Salani . .. . I 

Bechgaon(wooden). . ,. .. 
Kathaitbaru . . . . 



NOTICE. 

Officers are reminded that Forest Rest Houses are NOT dak Bnngalowa and 
'ymission to omupy them must bc obtained in advance from the Divisional 

'west Officer concerned. Forest Guards or chaukidars have stric* orders to 
.admit no unauthorised persons to these bunglows, which are intended primarily 
for the use of gazetted Forest Officers on duty. Their occupanq by others ia 
given as a matter of courtesy at  the discretion of the Divisional Forest Officer, 
who issues a printed pass. 

For >he following bungalows, application should be made, giving as much 
notice as possible, to the Divisional Fores~ OScer, -West dlmora- 

Ranikhet ' i3omeszuar Altnora Dwarahat Jaurmsi 
Range. Range. - Range. Ra?7.ge. Range. 

~Lnikhe t*  Airadeo* Siahedevi* Chantharia. Daira. - 
&warpani* Patharia* Dinapani. Basarkhet. Temadhon. 

. sinni* Lamgar& Barechina. Ukhlion. Pachpole. 

.Billekh4: Lodh. Garanath* - Khanaar. Manila. 

'thew bungslowe are within a day's march of Ranikhet. 
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