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(Saurdshtra) community were arrested by the governor of Madura for performing the
Brahmanical ceremony of wpékarma, or renewal of the sacred thread. The queen
convened a meeting of those learned in the Sastras to investigate the Patnflkarans’ right,
to perform such ceremonies. This declared in favour of the defendants; and the queen
gave them a palm leaf award accordingly, which is still preserved in Madura.l” From
this time onward the caste followed “many of the customs of the southern Brahmans
regarding food, dress, forms of worship and names, and has recently taken to the adoption
of Brahmanical titles, such as Aiyar, Acha,rya, and Bhigavatar.? Similar acts of state
interference or arbitration made the conflicts between the various communities less serious
than they would otherwise be, and before long the close proximity of the conquerors and
the conquered, the services of the former in exploiting the country and increasing its
resources, the growth of mutual acquaintance, the community of action and interest as
against outsiders, and other causes contributed to greater cordiality among them; and the
advent of the Badugas thus came to mean no other thing than an innocent complication of
an already highly complex plethora of castes and tribes.

(Z'o be continued.)

THE PAHARI LANGUAGE.*
BY SIR GEORGE A. GRIERSON, K. C. L. E.

The word ‘Pahdri’ means ‘of or belonging to the mountains,” and is specially applied to
the groups of languages spoken in the sub-Himalayan hills extending from the Bhadrawah,
north of the Panjéb, to the eastern parts of Nepal. To its North and East various Hima-
layan Tibeto-Burman languages are spoken, To its west there are Aryan languages connect-
ed with Kashmiri and Western Pafijibi, and to its south it has the Aryan languages of the
Panjib and the Gangetic plain, viz :—in order from West to East, Pafijabi, Western Hindi,
Eastern Hindi and Bihari,

The Pahiri languages fall into three main groups, In the extreme East there is Khas-
Kurd or Eastern Pahdri, commonly called N: aipali, the Aryan language spoken in Nepal.
Next, in Kumaon and Garhwal, we have the Central Pahari languages, Kumauni and Garh-
wali. Finally in the West we have the Western Pahari languages spoken in Jaunsir-Bawar,
the Simla Hill States, Kulu, Mandi and Suket, Chamba, and Western Kashmir,

As nocensus particulars are available for Nepil we are unable to state how many
speakers of Eastern Pahart there are in its proper home. Many persons (especially Gérkha
soldiers) speaking the language rgside in British India, In 1891 the number counted in
British India was 24,262, but these figures are certainly incorrect. In 1901 the number
was 143,721, Although the Survey is throughout based on the Census figures of 1891, an
exception will be made in the case of Eastern Pahari, and those for 1901 will be taken, as

in this case they will more nearly represent the actual state of affairs at the time of the
preceding census.

1 Madu. Gaz. 1, p. 111. ¢ Madu. Gaz. 1, p. 111.

-1 This article is an advance issue of the Introduction to the volume of the Linguistic Survey of India
«dealing with the Pahari Languages.
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Central and Western Pahari are both spoken entirely in tracts which were subject to the
Census operations of 1891, and these figures may be taken as being very fairly correct,
The figures for the number of Pahiri speakers in British India are therefore as follows :—

Eastern Pahart (1901) . . . . .. 143,721
Central Pahari (1891) . . . - .. 1,107,612
Western Pahari (1891) .. . .. .. .. 816,181

Torar 2,067,514

It must be borne in mind that these figures only refer to British India, and do not
include the many speakers of Eastern Pahéri who inhabit Nepsl.

To these speakers of Western Pahari must be added the language of the Gujurs who
wander over the hills of Hazara, Murree, Kashmir, and Swat and its vicinity. Exceptin
Kashmir and Hazara, these have never been counted. In Kashmir, in the year 1901, the
number of speakers of Gujurt was returned at 126,849 and in Haz4ra, in 1891, at 83,167, and
& mongrel form of the language, much mixed with Hindéstani and Pa%jibi is spoken by
226,949 Gujars of the submontane districts of the Panjab, Gujrat, Gurdaspur, Kanga, and
Hoshidrpur. To make a very rough guess we may therefore estimate the total number of
Gujuri speakers at, say, 600,000, or put the total number of Pa.hér;i\ speakers including
Gujuri at about 2,670,000,

It is a remarkable fact that, although Pahari has little connexion with the Pafijabi,
Western and Eastern Hindi, and Bihari spoken immediately to its south, it shows manifold
traces of intimate relationship with the languages of Réjputéna. In order to explain this
fact it is necessary to consider at some length the question of the population that speaks
it. This naturally leads to the history of the KhaSas and the Gurjaras of Sanskrit
literature. The Sanskrit Khaéa and Gurjara are represented in modern Indian tongues by
the words Khas, and Gfjar, Gujar, or Gujur respectively. The mass of the Aryan-speaking
population of the Himalayan tract in which Pahéri is spoken belongs, in the West, to the
Kanét and, in the East, to the Khas caste. We shall see that the Kanéts themselves are
closely connected with the Khagas, and that one of their two sub-divisions bears that name.
The other (the Rao) sub-division, as we shall see below,2 T believe to be of Gurjara descent.

Sanskrit literature contains frequent? references to a tribe whose name is usually spelt
Khaéa ( @ar ), with variants such as Khasa ( @® ). Khasha ( @« ), and Khasira « @< )4
The earlier we trace notices regarding them, the further north-west we find them.

2 See the continuation of this article in the next number.

8 Authorities on Kanét and Khas :—Cunningham, Sir Alexander,—Archaological Survey of India, Vol.
XIV, pp. 125 ff. Tbbetson, Sir Denzil,~Outlines of Panjdb Ethnography (Caleutta, 1883), p. 268. Atkinson,
E. T—The Himalayan Districts of the North-Western Provinces of India, Vol IL (forming Vol. XI of the
Gazetteer, North-Western Provinces), Allahabad, 1884, pp. 268-70, 375-81, 439-42, ete, (see Index). Stein,
Sir Aurel.—Translation of the R4ja-Tarangini, London, 1900, Note to i, 317, II, 430, and elsewhere (see
Index). Hodgson, B. H.—Origin and Classification of the Military Tribes of Népdl. Journal of the Asiafic
Society of Bengal IT (1833), pp. 217ff. Reprinted on pp. 37 £f. of Part II of Hssays on the Languages, Li.
terature and Religion of Nepdl and Tibet (London, 1874). Vansittart, E.,—The Tribes, Clans, and Castes of
Népdl. Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, LXIIT (1894), Part I, pp. 218 ff. Lévi, Sylvain,—Le
Népal, Paris, 1905. Vol. I., pp. 257, ff, 261-267, 276 £, ; Vol. II, pp. 216 £, etc. (see Index.)

¢ E.g. Mahdbhérata, VI, 375 :—Daraddh Kasmira) KEhasirdp, Dards, Kishmirs, and
Khasiras. Regarding the equation of the last named with KhaSas, cf. Wilson, Vishnu Purdna IT, 186,
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Before citing the older authorities it may be well to recall a legend regarding a woman
named Khasd of which the most accessible version will be found in the Vishnu Purina,5
but which algo occurs in many other similar works, The famous Kagyapa, to whom else-
where is attributed the origin of the country of Kashmir, had numerous wives. Of these
Krodhavasi was the ancestress of the cannibal Piéitaéds or Pisichas and Khasi of the
Yakshas and Rakshasas. These Yakshas were also cannibals,® and so were the Rakshasas.

In Buddhist literature the Yakshas correspond to the Pisichas of Hindf legend.”
Another legend makes the Pifdchas the children of Kapisi, and there was an ancient town
called Kapia at the southern foot of the Hindé Kush.8 That the Pisdchas were
also said to be cannibals is well known, and the traditions about ancient cannibalism in the
neighbourhood of the Hindi Kush have been described elsewhere by the present writer,?
Here we have a series of legends connecting the name Khagi with cannibalism practised in
the mountains in the extreme north-west of India, and to this we may add Pliny’s remark1o
about the same locality,—¢next the Attacori (Uttarakurus) are the nations of the Thuni
and the Forcari ; then come the Casiri (Khasiras), an Indian people who look towards the
Scythians and feed on human flesh.’

Numerous passages in Sanskrit literature give further indications as to the locality of
the Khasas. The Mahabhdratal! gives a long account of the various rarities presented to
Yudhishthira by the kings of the earth. Amongst them are those that rule over the
nations that dwell near the river Sailod4 where it flows between the mountains of Méru and
Mandara, i.e. in Western Tibet.12 These are the Khasas . . . . . the Paradas (? the
people beyond the Indus), the Kulindas!® and the Taiganas.l¢ Especially interesting is it
to note that the tribute these people brought was Tibetan gold-dust, the famous pipilika,
or ant-gold, recorded by Herodotus1® and many other classical writers, as being dug out of
the earth by ants.

In another passagel® the Khasas are mentioned together with the Kaémiras (Késhmiris),
the inhabitants of Urasa (the modern Panjab district of Hazara), the Pit4chas, Kdmbéjast?

5 Wilsen, IT, 74 fi.
6 Bhdgavata Purdna, II1, xix, 21. They wanted to eat Brahm4 himself !

7 So Kalhava, Rdjatarangin, i. 184, equates Yaksha and Pi¢icha. See note on the passage in Stein’s:
translation.

8 ThomasinJ. R.4. 8., 1906, p. 461,

9 J.R. A. 8., 1905, pp. 285 ff.

10 XVI, 17 ; McCrindle,~—Ancient India as described in Classical Literature, p. 113, Is it possible that
¢ Thuni and Forcari’ represent ¢ Hilna and Tukhéira '?

1 17, 1822 ff. 12 1, 1858. Of. Pargiter. Mdrkand éya Purdna, p. 351.

1B Vide post. .

1 The Tdyyavo. of Ptolemy. The most northern of all the_ tribes on the Genges. They lived near-

Badrinith. Here wasthe district of Tanganapura, mentioned in copper-plate grants preserved at the temple
of Pandukésvara near Badrinith (Atkinson, op, cit. p. 357).

15 11, 104. 16 'VII, 399.

I According to Yaska's Nirukia (II, i, 4), the Kédmbbjas did not speak pure Sanskrit, but a dialectio:
form of that language. Asan example, he quotes the Kdmbbja éqvati, he goes, & verb which is not used.
in Sanskrit. Now this verb Sauati, although not Sanskrit, happens to be good Eranian, and occurs in the
Avesta, with this meaning of ‘t0 go.” We therefore from this one example learn that the Kdmbojas of the
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(a tribe of the Hindd Kush), the Daradas (or Dards) and the Sakas (Beythians), as being
conquered by Krishna.

In another passage Duhsdsana leads a forlorn hope consisting of Sakas,1s Ksmbsjas,18
Béhlikas (inhabitants of Balkh), Yavanas (Greeks), Paradas,1s Kulingas (a tribe on the
banks of the Satlaj1?), the Tanganas s Ambashthas (of the (%) middle Panjab, probably the
Ambastai of Ptolemy),20 Pisichas, Barbarians, and mountaineers.2! Amongst them,22
armed with swords and pikes were Daradas,23 Tanganas,23 Khasas, Lampakas (now Kafirs
of the Hindfi Kush),2¢ and Pulindas25,

We have already seen that the Khalas were liable to the imputation of cannibalism.
In another passage of the Mahdbhirata, where Karna describes the Bahikas in the Sth book,
they are again given a bad character.26 Where the six rivers, the Satadru (Satlaj), Vipasa
(Bias), Irdvati (Ravi), Chandrabhigs (Chinab), Vitasta (Jehlam), and the Sindhu (Indus)
issue from the hills, is the region of the Arattas, a land whose religion has been destroyed.2?
There live the Bahikas (t"e Outsiders) who never perform sacrifices and whose religion has
been utterly destroyed. They eat any kind of food from filthy vessels, drink the milk of
sheep, camels, and asses, and have many bastards, They are the offspring of two Pisichas
who lived in the river Vipisd (Bias). They are without the Véda and without knowledge.

Hinddt Kush spoke an Aryan language, which was closely connected with ancient Sanskrit, but was not
pure Sangkrit, and Which included in its vocabulary words belonging to Eranian languages. We may
further note that Yaska does not consider the Kdmbojas to be Arysns. He says this word is used in the
language of the Kdmbdjas, while only its (according to his account) derivative, sava, & corpse, is used in the-
language of the Aryas.

Again in the same passage Yéska states that ¢ the northerners ’ use the word ddtra to mean ¢ a sickle’,
Now we shall see that in Western Pahfyf and in the Pisdcha languages generally, ¢r continually becomes
¢h or sh. Thus the Sanskrit word puira, & son, becomes puch or push in Shind. We may expect a
similar change to occur in regard to the word ddfra. This word actuslly occurs in Persian in the form
dds, but the only relation of it that has been noted in the Pisdche, dialects is the Kishmiri drét, which is
really the same Word as ddira,with metathesis of the r.

18 See above.

19 ], e., if they are the same as the Kalingas of Mdrk. P., LVIL, 37.

20 VII, 1, 66.

21 VII, 4818.

2 VII, 4848,

2 See above.

% Mdrk. P., LVIL, 40, and Pargiter’s note thereon.

25 There were two Pulindas, one in the south and another in the north. See Hall on Wilson, Vishne
P.,Vol. 10, p. 159.

2 VIII, 2032 ff. A clan of the Bahikas is the Jartikas (2034), who perhaps represent the modern
Jatts. If they do, the passage is the oldest mention of the Jatts in Indian literature.

27 Note that their religion has been destroyed. In other words they formerly followed Indo-Arysn
rites, but had abandoned them. They are nob represented as infidels ab initiv. In this passege the
Arattas are mentioned in verses 2056, 2061, 2064, 2068, 2069, 2070, 2081, 2100 and 2110, The name is
usually interpreted es meaning ¢ & people without kings', but this is a doubtful explanation.
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The Prasthalas,?s the Madras2® the Gandhéras (a people of the north-west Panjab,
the clagsical Gandarii), the people named Araftas, the Khasas, the Vasatis, the Sindhus
and Sauviras (two tribes dwelling on the Indus), are almost as despicable.3?

In the supplement to the Mahdbhirata, known as the Hariwansa, we also find refer-
ences to the Khaéas. Thus it is said3? that King Sagara conquered the whole earth, and a
list is given of certain tribes. The first two are the Khasas and the Tukharas. The latter
were Iranian inhabitants of Balkh and Badakhshan, the Tokharistan of Musalman writers.

In another place,32 the Harivaiia tells how an army of Greeks (Yavanas) attacked
Krishna when he was at Mathurd. In the army were Rakas (Scythians), Tukhiras,3?
Daradas (Dards), Piradas,3? Taiganas,?® Khasas, Pahlavas(Parthians), and other barbarians
{(Mléchchhas) of the Himélaya.

Many references to the Khasas occur in the Purdnas. The most accessible are those in
the Vishuu and Mdrkandéya Purdnas, which have translations with good indexes. I shall
rely prineipally upon these, but shall also note a few others that I have collected.

The Vishnu Purdna3¢ tells the story of Khasi, the wife of Kasyapa, with her sons Yaksha
and Rakshasa and her Pisicha stepson already given. Italso tells (IV, iii) the story of
Sagara, but does not mention the Khaéas in this connexion, nor does the Bhdgavata Purdna
in the corresponding passage (IX, viii). The Vdyu Purdya, on the other hand, in telling
the story mentions the Khadas, but coupling them with three other tribes. Of these three,
one belongs to the north-west, and the other two to the south of India, so that we cannot
glean from it anything decisive asto the locality of the Khasas.

A remarkable passage in the Bhdgavate Purdna (II, iv, 18) gives a list of a number of
outeast tribes, which have recovered salvation by adopting the religion of Krishua. The
tribes belong to various parts of India, but the last four are the Abhiras,35 the Kaikas 36
the Yavanas, and the Khasas (v. I, Sakas). Here again we have the Khasas mentioned
among north-western folk.

Again in the story of Bharata, the same Purdna tells how that monarch conquered (IX,
xx, 29) a number of the barbarian (Mléchehha) kings, who had no Brihmans. These were
the kings of the Kiritas, Hinas, Yavanas, Andhras, Kaikas, Khadas, and Sakas. The list
is a mixed one, but the last three are grouped together and point to the north-west.

2B Locality not identified. - -

® In the Panjéb, close to the Ambashthes (see above). Their capilal was Sikala, the Sagala
of Ptolemy. Inverse 2049 of the passage quoted, we have a song celebrating the luxury of Sakala.—
“<When shall I next sing the songs of the Bihikas in this 8akala town, after having feasted on cow’s flesh,
and drunk strong wine ? When shall I again, dressed in fine garments, in the company of fair-complexi-
oned large sized women, eat much mutton, pork, beef, and the flesh of fowls, assos and camels 2 They

who eat not muttonlive in vain.”” So do the inhabitants, drunk with wine, sing. ¢ How can virtue bs
found among such a people ?’

30 At the time that the Satapatha Brdkmand was written, the Béhikas were not altogether outside the
31 784, 32 6440.

33 See above.
3 T, xxi,

) 35 On the Indus, the Abiria of Ptolemy.

% Kankes have not been identified, but in the list of nations who brought presents to Yudhishthira
atready mentioned (Mahdbhdrata, II, 1850) they are mentioned together with the Sakas, Tukhdras, and
Romas (? Romans), 4. e, as coming from the north-west,
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The Markandéya Purdqa (LVII, 56) mentions the Khaéas as a mountain (probably
Himalayan) tribe. In three other places (LVIII, 7, 12 and 51) they have apparently,
with the Sakas and other tribes, penetrated to the north-east of India. This would appear
4o show that by the time of the composition of this work the Khasas had already reached
Nepal and Darj eeling, where they are still a numerous body .37

We may close this group of authorities by a reference to the Laws of Manu. Looking
at the Khasas from the Brahmanical point of view, he says (X, 22) that Khalas are the
offspring of outcast Kshatriyas, and again (X, 44), after mentioning some south Indian
tribes he says that Kimbbjas,’8 Yavanas,38 Sakas,3% Paradas,?® Pahlavas,?s Chinas,3®
Kiritas,* Daradas?s and Khasas are those who became outcast through having neglected
their religious duties,** and, whether they speak a barbarous (Mléchchha) or Aryan language,
are called Dasyus, Here again we see the Khasas grouped with people of the north-wess.

Two works belonging at latest to the 6th century A D. next claim our attention. These
are the Bharaia Nélya Sastra and the Brihat Saihits of Varihamihira, The former¢Zin the
chapter on dialects says, * The Bihliki language is the native tongue of Northerners and
Khaias’ Bahliki, as we have seen above,is the language then spoken in what is now
Balkh.43 Here again we have the Khasas referred to the north-west.

Varshamihira mentions Khaéas several times. Thus in one place (X, 12) he groups
them with Kuliitas (people of Kulu), Taiganas (see notett), and Kismiras (Kishmiris). In
his famous chapter on Geography, he mentions them twice. In one place (XIV, 6) he puts
them in Eastern India, and in another (XIV, 30) he puts them in the north-east. The
latter is a mistake, for the other countries named at the same time are certainly north-
western 44 The mistake is a curious and unexpected one, but is there nevertheless, and

31 Vide post.

38 See above.

% ‘Usually translated ¢ Chinese,’ but I would suggest that in this and similar passages, they are the
great Shin race, still surviving in Gilgit and the vicinity.

40 At present mostly in Nepal,

4 So Kulliika.

2 xvii, 52, Bahiikabhdshidichydndmn Khasndsh cha svadééajd: 1 am indebted to Dr. Konow for this
reference,

43 Takshmidhara, & comparatively late Prakrit Grammarian, says that the language of Bahlika (Balkh),

Kékaya (N. W, Panjéb), Nepil, Gandhara (the country round Peshawar), and Bhota (for Bhéta, i.e.,

Tibet), together with certain countries in South India is said by the ancients to have been Paislchi See

Lassen, Institutiones Linguce Pracriticee, p. 13, and Pischel, Grammatik der Prakrit-Sprachen, § 27.
4 The whole passage (20 and 30) runs as follows :—¢ 1n North-East, Mount Méru, the Kingdom of

those who have lost caste (nashtardjye) s the nomads (pasupdlas,? worshippers of Pasupati), the Kiras
the Abhisiras (of the lower

(@ tribe near Kashmir, Stein, Réja Tarasgiat, trens. II, 217) the Késmiras,
hills between the Jehlam and the Chinab), Daradas (Dards) Taiganes, Kulitas (Rulu), Sairindhras
(not identified), Forest wen, Brahmapuras (Bharmaur in Chamba), Darvas (close to Abhiséra),
Dimaras (apperently & Kashmir tribe, Stein II, 304 f1.), Poresters, Kirdtas, Chinas (Shins of
Gilgit, see note?, or Chinese), Kaunindas (see below), Bhallag (not identified), Patolas (not identified),
Jabbsuras (? Jatts), Kunstas (see below), Kbasas, Ghoshas and XKuchikas (not identified).’
1t will be seen that every one of the above names which has been identified belongs to the North-West,
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moreover Varshamihira is not alone in this, Bhattotpala, in his commentary to the
* Brihatsaiihité, quotes Parisara as saying the same thing, 45

Tn the section dealing with those men who are technically known as ‘ swans,’#6 Vara-
hamihira says that they are a long-lived race ruling over the Khasas, Birasénas (Eastern
Punjab), Gandhara (Peshawar country), and the Gangetic Déib. This passage does not
give much help.

Kalhana’s famous chronicle of Kashmir, the Réajataraigin?, written in the middle of
the 12th century A.D., is full of references to the Khasas, who were a veritable thorn in
the side of the Kashmir rulers. Sir Aurel Stein’s translation of the work, with its excellent
index, renders a detailed account of these allusions unnecessary. It will be sufficient to
give Sir Aurel Stein’s note to his translation of verse 317 of Book I. T have taken the
liberty of altering the spelling of some of the words so as to agree with the system adopted
for this survey :—

“It can be shown from a careful examination of all the passages that their (the Khasas’)
seats were restricted to a comparatively limited region, which may be roughly described as
comprising the valleys lying immediately to the south and west of the Pir Pantsil range,
between the middle course of the Vitasti (or Jehlam) on the west, and Kashtavata (Kishtwar)
on the east. ‘

“In numerous passages of the Rdjataraigini we find the rulers of Rujapuri, the modern
Rajaurd, described as ‘lords of the Khasas,” and their troops as Kha'as. Proceeding from
Réjapurt to the east we have the valley of the Upper Ans River, now called Panjgabbar

. . 88 a habitation of Khasas. Further to the east lies Bina‘ila, the modern Bénahal,
below the pass of the same name, where the pretender Bhikshichara sought refuge in the
castle of the ‘ Khasa-Lord’ Bhagika ., . . . The passages viii, 177, 1,074 show that the
whole of the valley leading from Banahil to the Chandrabhigi (Chenab), which is now
called ¢ Bichhliri’ and which in the chronicle bears the name of Vishaléts, was inhabited
by Khasas.

“ Finally we have evidence of the latter’s settlements in the Valley of Khasalaya . .

Khalilaya is certainly the Valley of Khailil (marked on the map as ‘ Kasher’) which
leads from the Marbal Pass on the south-east corner of Kashmir down to Kishtwar . ...

“ Turning to the west of Rajapurl, we find a Khasa from the territory of Parnétsa or
Prints mentioned in the person of Tuiga, who rose from the position of a cowherd to be

Regarding the Keupindas or Kunindas, it may be mentioned that Cunningham (Rep. Arch. Surv. India,
X1V, 125) identified them with the Kanéts of the Simla Hill States, Whose name he wrongly spells
“Kunet.”” The change from ¢ Kuginda " to ¢ Kanét ’ is violent and improbable, though not altogether
impossible. It would be simpler to connect the Kanéts with Vardhamihira’s Kunatas, but here agam
there are difficulties, for the #in‘Kantt’is dental, not cerebral. Such changes are, however, not
uncommon in the ‘ Pisdcha’ languages. ’ T

% A gimilar but fuller list is also given in Varihamihire’s Samdsasaihitd, in which the Khagag are
classed with Daradas, Abhisiras and Chinas, 46 LXVIII, 26,
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chosen Queen Didd4’s all-powerful minister. The Queen’s own father, Simharija, the ruler
of Lohara or Loharin, is designated & Khasa, . . . . and his descendants, who after
Diddi occupied the Kashmir thrqne, were looked upon as Khasas.—That there were Khalas
also in the Vitastd valley below Vardhamila, is proved by the reference to Viranaka as ‘a
seat of Khasas’ . . . . . . Ofthis locality it has heen shown . . . that it was
situated in the ancient Dwéravati, the present Dwarbidi, a portion of the Vitasta valley
between Kathai and Mugaffarabad.

¢ The position here indicated makes it highly probable that the Khasas are identical
with the modern Khakha tribe, to which most of the petty hill-chiefs and gentry in the
Vitastd valley below Kashmir belong. The name Khakhe (Pahiri; in Kashmiri sing.
Khokhu, plur. Khakhi) is the direct derivation of Khasa, Sanskrit s being pronounced since
early times in the Panjab and the neighbouring hill-tracts as kA or % (compare Kashmiri

h< Sanscrit §).

¢« The Khakha chiefs of the Vitastd valley retained their semi-independent position until
Sikh times, and, along with their neighbours of the Bomba clan, have ever proved

troublesome neighbours for Kashmir.”

We have already noted that another name for the Khasas was Khasiras. The name
Kaimira (Kashmir) is by popular tradition associated with the famous legendary saint
Kasdyapa, but it has been suggested, with considerable reason, that Khasa and Khasira are
more proba,blle etymologies. At the present day, the Késhmiri word for ¢ Kashmir’ is

¢ kashir,’ a word which is strongly reminiscent of Khasira, 7

Turning now to see what information we can gain from classical writers, we may again
refer to Pliny’s mention of the cannibal Casiri, who, from the position assigned to them,
must be the same as the Khasiras. Atkinson in the work mentioned in the list of authorities
gives an extract from Pliny’s account of India (p. 854.) In this are mentioned the Cesi,
a mountain race between the Indus and the Jamna, who are evidently the Khasas. Atkinson
(. ¢.) quotes Ptolemy’s Achasia regio as indicating the same locality, and this word not
impossibly also represents ‘ Khaga’. Perhaps more certain identifications from Ptolemy are

the Edow: Mountains and the country of Kdoa.48

Tn other placesé® he tells us that the land of the *Orropoxdgfo. (Uttarakurus) and the city
of ‘Orropoxéppa lay along the Emodic and Seric mountains in the north, to the east of the

1 The change of initial k% to k is not uncommon in Piédcha lapguages. Thus, the Sanskrit khare, an
ass, is kur in Bashgall XKafir, and in Shivd a language very clogely conmected with Kdshmiri, the root oi
the verb meaning ¢ to eat’ is ka not khd.

8 Qerica VI, 15, 16, in Lassen I.4. I2, 28,

9 VI, 16, 2, 3, 5, 8; VIII, 24, 7, in Lassen .4, 12, 1018,
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Kasia mountains. The latter therefore represent either the Hindi Kush or the mountains
of Kashgar in Central Asia.50

To sum up the preceding information. We gather that according to the most ancient
Indian authorities in the extreme north-west of India, on the Hinda Kush and the moun-
tainous tracts to the south, and in the western Panjib there was a group of tribes, one of
which was called Khasa, which were looked upon as Kshatriyas of Aryan origin. These
spoke a language closely allied to Sanskrit, but with a vocabulary partly agreeing with that
of the Eranian Avesta, They were considered to have lost their claim to consideration as
Aryans, and to have become Mléchchhas, or barbarians, owing to their non-observance of the
rules for eating and drinking observed by the Sanskritic peoples of India. These Khasas
were a warlike tribe, and were well known to classical writers, who noted, as their special
home, the Indian Caucasus of Pliny. They had relations with Western Tibet, and carried
the gold dust found in that country into India.

It is probable that they once occupied an important position in Central Asia, and that
countries, places and rivers, such as Kashmir. Kashgar in Central Asia, and the Kashgar of
Chitral were named after them. They were closely connected with the group of tribes
nicknamed ‘ Piéachas’ or ¢ cannibals’ by Indian writers, and before the sixth century they were
stated to speak the same language asthe people of Balkh. Atthe same period they had
apparently penetrated along the southern slope of the Himalaya as far east ag Nepil, and in
the twelfth century they certainly occupied in considerable force the hills to the south, south-
west and south-east of Kashmdr,

At the present day their descendants, and tribes who claim descent from them, occupy
a much wider area. The Khakhas of the Jehlam valley are Khasas, and so are some of the
Kanéts of the hill-country between Kingra and Garhwél. The Kanéts are the low-caste
cultivating class of all the Eastern Himalaya of the Panjib and the hills at their base as far
west as Kulu, and of the eastern portion of the Kangra district, throughout which tract they
form a very large proportion of the total population. The country they inhabitis held or
governed by Hill Réjpiits of pre-historic ancestry, the greater part of whom are far too proud
to cultivate with their own hands, and who employ the Kanéts as husbandmen. Like the
ancient Khasas, they claim to be of impure Réjpat (¢.e. Kshatriya) birth. They are divided
into two great tribes, the Khasis and the Réo, the distinction between whom is still suffi-
ciently well-marked. A Khasiad observes the period of impurity after the death of a relation
preseribed for a twice-born man; the R4o that prescribed for an outcast. The Khasii wears

the sacred thread, while the Rio does not.52 There can thus be no doubt about the Khasia
Kanéts.

% According to Lassen, p. 1020, the Kdou épn of Ptolemy are the mountains of Kashgar, i.e. ' Khasa-
gairi,’ the mountain of the Khagas. See, however, Stein, Ancient Khotan, pp. 50 ff. The same name
re-appears in Chitral, south of the Hindd Kush, where the river Khonar is also called the Khashgar.
For further speculations on the subject the reader is referred to St. Martin, Mdm. de? Acad. des I nser.
Sav. Birang. I série vi, i, pp. 264 ff.,, and to Atkingon (op. cit.), p. 877.

5 Ibbetson, op. cit., § 487. Regarding the Réos, see the next instalment of this article.
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Further to the east, in Garhwaland Kumaon, the bulk of the population is called
Khasia, and these people are universally admitted to be Khalas by descent. In fact, as we
shall see, the principal dialect of Kumauni is known as Khasparjiyi, or the speech of Khas
cultivators. Further east, again, in Nepil, the ruling caste is called Khas. In Nepal.
however, the tribe is much mixed. A great number of so-called Khas are really descended
from the intercourse between the high-caste Aryan immigrants from the plains and the

aboriginal Tibeto-Burman population. But that there is a leaven of pure Khas descent also

in the tribe is nct denied.’2

In this way we see that the great mass of the Aryan-speaking population of the Lower
Himalaya from Kashmir to Darjeeling is inhabited by tribes descended from the ancient

Khadas of the Mahdbharata.

(To be confinued.)

MISCELLANEA.

THE TRADITIONAL DATES OF PARSI
HISTORY.

Prow.S. H. Hodivala, M. A., of the Junagadh !
College has heen lately devoting considerable |
attention to the early history of the Indian Parsis. l
and read on the 25th of October last, before
the “Society for the Prosecution of Zoroastrian
Researches” a paper on the *Traditional dates
of Parsi History of which the following is & sum-
mary.

The lecturer first pointed out that chronological
statements about certain interesting events in the
early annals of the Indian Parsis many are found |
noted down at random on the margins and flyleaves '
of many manuscripts, but that very few of them are
properly authenticated, that some of them are
nameless, and even where the name of the writer

happens to bo known we are left entirely in the
dark as to the sources of his infomation or his
competence to form a judgment. Moreover, not
one of them has been hitherto traced to any book
or manuscript written before the middle of the
eighteenth century. Lastly, they exhibit among
themselves the most bewildering diversity and the
same event ( the first landing at Sanjén) is placed by
oneinV. Samvat 772, (a.D, 716) by another in V.
Samvat 895, (A.D. 839) and by a third in V, Samvat
961(A.D. 906), There is the same conflict as to the year
in which the Persian Zoroastrians were, according
to these entries, obliged to abandon their ancestral
homes. According to one, it was in 638 V. Samvat

(ADp. 582), according to another in 777 V. Samvat
(ap. 721). A much later event, about which for
that reason, if for no other, we might suppose they
would be in agreement, is the subject of a similar
conflict. The old Fire Temple is said to have
been brought from Bansdéh to Navsiri according to
one of these entries in 1472 V. Samvat (a.D. 1416),
but another would place the event three years later,
giving the actual day and month, as Roz Méhres-
pand, Mdh Shahrivar, V. Samvat 1475 (A.D. 1419);
and not the least instructive fact about these

rival dates is that both of them are demonstrably
wrong.

The most important of these statements is the one
which makes Roz Bahman, Mih Tir, V. Samvat 772
(a.D. 7186) the date of the first landing of the Parsi
“pilgrim fathers” at Sanjan. That the Parsi roz
mdh bere given does not tally with the Hindu
tithi was proved to demonstration by the late
Mr. K. R. Cama in 1870, but the year has for all that
been accepted by many inquirers, perhaps only for
want of anything more satisfactory to take its place.
The earliest authority for this entry hitherto known
was the Kadwm Tdrikh Pdrsioni Kasar a pamphlet
on the Kabisa controversy written by Dastur Aspan-
diarji Kamdinji of Broach in A.D, 1826. The lecturer
first showed that this entry can be carried back some-
what further, as it ocours in & manuscript of miscel-
laneous Persian verses belonging to Ervad Manek ji
R.Unwalla, which is at least a hundred and fifty year
old. There can be no doubt,that Dastur Aspandidrji

52 Regarding the origin of the Nepal Khas, see Hodgson and Sylvain Lévi, op. cit.
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THE PAHARI LANGUAGE.
BY SIR GEORGE A. GRIERSON, K. C. L E.
(Continued from page 151.)

While Sanskrit literature™> commencing with the Makdbhdrata contains many references
to the Khasas, until quite late times it is silent about the Gurjaras. They are not mentioned
in the Mahdbhdrata or in the Vishnu, Bhigavata, or Mdarkaniéya Purdna. In fact the earliest
known reference to them occurs in the Srikarshacharita, a work of the early part of the 7th
century of our era.

According to the most modern theory, which has not yet been seriously disputed, but
which has nevertheless not been accepted by all scholars, the Gurjaras entered India, together
with the Hinas and other marauding tribes, about the sixth century A.D. They rapidly
rose to great power, and founded the Rijpat tribes of Réjputdna.5+ The Gurjaras werein
the main a pastoral people, but had their chiefs and fighting men. When the tribe rose to
power in India, the latter were treated by the Brihmans as equivalent to Kshatriyas and
were called R4jpfits, and some were even admitted to equality with Brahmans themselves,
while the bulk of the people who still followed their pastoral avocations remained as a
subordinate caste under the title of Gurjaras, or, in modern language, Gjars, or in the
Panjab, Gujars.

So powerful did these Gurjaras or Gijars become that no less than four tracts of India
received their name. In modern geography we have the Gujrit and Gujranwala districts
of the Panjb, and the Province of Gujarat in the Bombay Presidency. The Gujrat District
is a Sub-Himalayan tract with a large proportion of Gujars. It is separated by the river
Chinéb from the Gujrinwala District, in which Gujars are more few. In the Province of

Gujarat there are now no members of the Giijar caste, as a caste, but, as we shall see later
on, there is evidence that Gfijars have become absorbed into the general population, and
have been distributed amongst various occupational castes. In addition to these three tracts
Al-Birtini (A.D. 971-1039) mentions a Guzarit situated somewhere in Northern R4jputéna.5’

In ancient times, the Gurjara kingdom of the Panjib comprised territory on both sides
of the Chinab, more or less accurately corresponding with the existing Districts of Gujrit
and Gujranwala. It was conquered temporarily by Sankaravarman of Kashmirin the 9th
century.’¢ The powerful Gurjara kingdom in South-Western Réjputdna, as described by
the Chinese pilgrim Hiuen Tsiang in the seventh century, had its capital at Bhinmal or
Srimal, to the North-West of Mount Abu, now in the Jodhpur State, and comprised a
considerable amount of territory at present reckoned to be part of Gujarat, the modern
frontier between that Province and Réjputdna being purely artificial. In addition to this
kingdom of Bhinmal, & southern and smaller Gurjars kingdom existed in what is now
Gujarat from A.D. 589t0 785. Its capital was probably at or near Bhardch. Between
these two Gurjara States intervened the kingdom of the princes of Valabhi, and these princes

also seem to have belonged either to the Gurjaras or to a closely allied tribe.57

8 Authorities on the connexion of Rijpits and Gurjaras or Gijars i~

Tod, J.,—Annals and Antiquities of Rajast’han, London, 1829-32. Introduction. Elliot, Sir H. M.,
K.C.B.,—Memoirs on the History, Folklore and Distribution of the Races of the Norih-Weswern Provinees of
India. Edited, ete, by John Beames. London, 1859. I, 99 ff, ete,, (see Index). Ibbetson, Sir Denzil,
K.C.8.1.,—Ouitlines of Panjdb Ethnography. Calcutta, 1883, %) 262 fi. [Jackson, AM.T.],—Gazetteer of
the Bombay Presidency, Vol I, Pt. L, App. ITL. (by A. M. T. J.), Account of Bhinmil, esp. pp. 463 1f,
Smith, Vincent A.—The Gurjaras of Rajputana and Kenauj, J. R. A. 8., 1909, pp. 53 £ Bhandarkar, D. R.
—Foreign elements in the Hindu Population. Indian Antiguary, XIL. (1911), pp. 7 ff. esp. pp. 21 £

5 See Mr. V. Smith’s note below.

% India (Sachau's translation, I, 202). Mr. Bhandarkar (Lc., p. 21) locates in the north-eastern part
of the Jaipur territory and the south of the Alwar State. The Gujur! dialect spoken in the bills of the
North West Frontier Province is closely connected with the Méwatti spoken in Alwar ab the present day.
On the other hand, as stated in a private communication, Mr. Vincent Smith considers that it must have
been at or near Ajmer, about 180 miles to the North-East of the old capital Bhinmily

58 Rajatarangini, v. 143-150, and Stein’s translation, I, 99.

5T Bombay Gazetieer (1896), Vol. I, Part I, pp. 3, 4.
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The Gurjaras who established the kingdoms at Bhinmal and Bharsch probably came
from the West, as Mr. Bhandarkar suggests. The founders of the Panjab Gurjara kingdom
which existed in the 9th century presumably reached the Indian plains by a different route,
There is no indication of any connection between the Gurjara kingdom of the Panjib and
the two kingdoms of the widely separated Province of Gujarat.ss

As may be expected, the Gjar herdsmen (as distinet from the fighting Gurjaras who
became Rajpits) are found in greatest numbers in the north-west of India from the Indus
to the Ganges. In the Panjib they are mainly settled in the lower ranges and submontane
tracts, though they are spread along the Jamna in considerable numbers, Gujrat District ig
still their stronghold, and here they form 131 per cent. of the total Ppopulation. In the higher
mountains they are almost unknown.

In the plains tracts of the Panjib they are called ‘ Gujars’ or ¢ Gujjars’ (not Gajars),
and they have nearly all abandoned their original language and speak the ordinary Panjibi
of their neighbours.

On the other hand, in the mountains to the north-west of the Panjab, i.c., throughout
the hill country of Murree, Jammu, Chhibhal, Hazara, in the wild territory lying to the north
of Peshawar as far as the Swat river, and also in the hills of Kashmir, there are numerous
descendants of the Gurjaras still following their pastoral avocations. Here they are called
¢ Gujurs’ (not ‘ Gujar’ or ‘ Gajar’) and tend cows. Closely allied to them, and speaking the
same language, is the tribe of Ajars who tend sheep.

The ordinary language of the countries over which these last mentioned people roam
is generally Pushté or Kashmir, though there are also spoken various Piiicha dialects of
the Swat and neighbouring territories. In fact, in the latter tract, there are numerous tribes,
each with a Pisdcha dialect of its own, but employing Pushto as a lingua Jranca. The Gujurs
are no exception to the rule. While generally able to speak the language, or the lingua
franca, of the country they occupy, they have a distinct language of their own, called Gujurd,
varying but little from place to place, and closely connected with the Méwitl dialect of
Réjasthani, described on pp. 44 ff. of Vol. IX, Pt. IT of the, Survey. Of course their vocae
bulary is freely interlarded with words borrowed from Pughtd, Kashmiri, and what not : but
the grammar is practically identical with that of Méwati, and closely allied to tha,’t of
Méward.

The existence of a form of Méwati or Méwiri in the distant country of Swat is a fact
which has given rise to some speculation. One sept of the Gujurs of Swatis known as
¢ Chaubén,” and it is known that the dominant race in Mewar belongs to the Chauhin sept
of Réjphts. Two explanations are possible. One is that the Gujurs of this tract are immi-
grants from Méwat (or Alwar) and Mewar. The other is that the Gurjaras in their advance
with the Hnas into India, left some of their number in the Swat country, who still retain
their ancient language, and that this same language was also carried by other members of
the same tribe into Rajputana.

The former explanation is that adopted by Mr. Vin i i ;
the following note on the point :— i - y ' eeont Smith, who has kindly supplied

“ The surprising fact that the pastoral, semi-nomad Gujur graziers and Ajar shepherds
who roam over the low:r Himalayan ranges from the Afghan frontier to Kumion and

Garhwal, speak a dialect of ¢ Hinds,’ quite distinet from the Pushts and other languages
spoken by their neighbours, has been long familiar to officers sérving in the Panjab aid
on the North-Western Frontier.5® In 1908 the Linguistic Survey made public the more
precise information that the grammar of the speech of the still more remote Gujurs of the

% The above acéount of the early hi i i ; : p
disposal by Mr. V. Smith, early history of the Gurjaras is based on information kindly placed at my

% Ibbetson, Outlines of Panjdb Ethnography (1883), p. 265.
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Swit Valley is almost identical with that of the RAjpats of Méwat and Méwarin Rajputana,
distant some 600 miles in a direct line.®> In the intervening space totally different langua-
ges are spoken. Why, then, do the Muhammadan Gujur herdsmen of Swat use a speech
essentially the same as that of the aristocratic Hindi Rajptits of MéwAr ? The question is
put concerning the Gujurs of Swat, because they are the most remote tribe at present known
to speak a tongue closely allied to the Méwati and Méwari varieties of Eastern Rajasthani.
¢ But dialects, which may be described as corrupt forms of Eastern Rajasthani, extend
along the lower hills from about the longitude of Chamba through Garhwil and Kuméon
into Western Nepél, so that the problem may be stated in wider terms, as:—° Why do
certain tribes of the lower Himalaya, in Swit, and also from Chamba to Western Nepal,speak
dialects allied to Eastern Rajasthéni, and especially to Méwati, although they are divided
from Eastern Rijputini by hundreds of miles in which distinet languages are spoken ?’

“It is not possible to give a fully satisfactory solution of the problem, but recent
historical and archaological researches throw some light uponit. All observers are agreed
that no distinction of race can be drawn between the Gdjars or Gujurs and the Jits or
Jafts, two castes which occupy a very prominent position in North-Western India. Tt is also
agreed that several other castes in the sameregion, such as Ajars, Ahlrs and many more, are
racially indistinguishable from the Jatts and Gdjars. The name Gujar appears in Sanskrit
inscriptions as Gurjara, and nobody can doubt that the modern Gajars represent the anci-
ent Gurjaras. Long ago the late Sir Denzil Ibbetson recognized the fact that in the Panjib
it is impossible to draw distinctions in blood between Gijars and many clans of Rajpfits, or,
in other words, local enquiry proves that persons now known as Rajpiits may be descended
from the same ancestors as are other persons known as Géjars 6t Mr. Baden Powell obser-
ved that ‘ there is no doubt that a great majority of the clan-names in the Panjib belong
both to the “ Rajphit’’ and the ““Jit” sections. And this indicates that when the numerous
Bala, Indo-Seythian, Gdjar and Hua tribes settled, the leading military and princely houses
were accepted as ¢ Rajpat,” while those who took frankly to cultivation, became “ J4t”.62
Mr. D. R. Bhandarkar has demonstrated recently that the ancestors of the Riuéds of
Udaipur (Mewar) were originally classed as Brahmaus, and were not recognised as Rajpits
until they became established as a ruling family.63 In fact, there is abundant evidence to
prove that the term ‘ Rajpht’ signifies an occupational group of castes, which made it their
principal business to rule and fight. That being the traditional business of the ancient
Kshatriyas, castes known as Rajplt were treated by the Brahmans as equivalent to Ksha-
triyas, and superior in rank and purity to castes engaged in agriculture. We may take it
as proved that there is nothing to prevent a RAajplt being descended from a Brahman, a
Gajar, a Jatt, or in fact from a man of any decent caste. Consequently the Gujur herdsmen
and Ajar shepherds of Swit may well be the poor relations of the Rajptt chivalry of MéwAir,
and the present divergence in social status may be the result of the difference of the
occupations to which their respective ancestors were called by Providence.

«Tf the Swat Qujurs and the Méwét and Méwir Rijplits come of one stock, it is not
so wonderful that they should speak a language essentially one. Certainly there is no
difficulty in believing that all the Himalayan tribes, both in Swat and east of Chamba,
who speak forms of Rajasthini, may be largely of the same blood as the Réajpiits of Eastern
Rajputana. Of course, I do not mean that a pure race is to be found anywhere in India—
almost every caste is of very much mixed blood,

0 Linguistic Survey, Vol. IX, Part IL (1908), p. 323. [In the passage quoted from Vol. IX of the
Survey, the particular Rajasthani dialect was Jaipurl. But further enquiry has shown me that Méwéit
and Méwari are more akin to Gujuri than is Jaipurf. This is a matter of small importance. Jaipur lies

between Mewit and Mewér.—G. A. G.]
6 Ibbetson, op. cit., P. 265. © «Noteson . . . the Rijpit Clans (J. R. 4. 8., 1899, p. 534) .

6 <Guhilots* (J. Proc., 4. 8. B., New Ser., Vol, V. (1909), pp. 167-187); ¢ Atpur Inscription of
Saktikuméra’, Ind. Ant. Vol. XXXIX (1910, p. 186). [So, in .Vahdbhdrata VIII, 2076. a Bahlika
Brahmana may, if he choose, become a Kshatriya.—G. A. G.]
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« Not only are the Jatts, Gijars, Ajars, etc,, related in blood to the Rajpits, but we may
also affirm with confidence, that that blood is in large measure foreign, introduced by
swarms of immigrants who poured into Tndia across the north-western passes for about a
century, both before and after 500 A.D, The Gurjaras are not heard of until the sixth
century, but from that time on they are closely associated with the Hanas (Huus) and
other foreign tribes, which then settled in India and were swallowed up by the octopus of
Hinduism—tribes insensibly, but quickly, being transformed into castes. It is now certain,
as demonstrated by epigraphical evidence, that the famous Parihar (Pratihira) Rajpats
were originally Gurjaras or Gdjars; or, if we prefer, we may say that certain Gurjaras
were originally Pratihéras; and it is practically certain that the three other °fire born’
Rajpat clans—Pawar (Pramar), Solaiki (Chaulukya), and Chauhin (Chéhaména)—were
descended, like the Parihéirs, from ancestors belonging to a Gurjara or cognate foreign tribe.

“We are not able to identify the locality beyond the passes from which these ancestors
came, nor do we know what tribal names they bore before they entered India, or what
language they then spoke.St Further, it is not possible at present to be certain concerning
the road by which the Gurjaras, Hiivas, etc., entered India. Probably they'\came by many
roads. But the legend locating the origin of the fire-born clans at Mount Abd and much
evidence of other kinds indicate that the principal settlements of the foreigners were in
Réajputani, which became the great centre of dispersion,

“We know that as early as the first half of the seventh century, Bhinmal (Srimala) to
the north-west of Mount Abi, was the capital of a kingdom ruled by Vyighramukha Chaipa.
The Chipas were a subdivision of the Gurjaras, A coin of Vyighramukha was found
associated with numerous slightly earlier Hfina coins of the sixth and seventh centuries on
the Manaswal Plateau in the outer Siwalik Hills, HoshiyArpur District, Panjib, which at
that period undoubtedly was under Hiya-Gurjara rule. Early in the eighth century, Niga-
bhata I, a Gurjara, who had then become a Hindd, established a strong monarchy at Bhin-
mél, where Vyaghramukha had ruled a hundred years earlier. Néagabhata’s son, Vatsarija,
greatly extended the dominions of his house, defeating even the king of Eastern Bengal.
In or about 810 A.D., Nagabhata II, son and successor of Vatsarija, deposed the king of
Kanauj and removed the seat of his own government to that imperial city. For more than
a century, and especially during the reigns of Mihira-Bhdja and his son (840-908 A.D.), the
Gurjara-Pratihara kingdom of Kanauj was the paramount power of Northern India, and
included Surashtra (KAthidwar) within its limits, as well as Karnil, now under the Govern-
ment of the Panjab.

« I take it that the Gurjaras and other foreign tribes settled in Rajputins, from the sixth
century onwards adopted the local language, an early form of Réjasthani, with great rapidity.,
They brought, I imagine, few women with them, and when they formed-unions with Hindg
women, they quickly learned the religion, customs, and language of their wives. I am
inclined to believe that during the period of Gurjara rule, and especially during the ninth
and tenth centuries, the Réjasthini language must have been carried over a wide territory
far more extensive than that now occupied by it. It seems to me that the Gujurs and
Ajars of Swit, and the similar tribes in the lower Himélayas to the east of Chambd, should
be regarded as survivals of a much larger population which once spoke Réijasthani, the
language of the court and capital. For one reason or other the neighbours of those northern
Gujurs and Aja:s took up various languages, Pushtd, Lahnd4, or whatever it might be,
while the graziers and shepherds clung to the ancient tongue which their ancestors had
brought from Réjputand, and which probably was spoken for a long time in much of the.
country intervening between the hills and Méwét. If this theory be sound, the forms of the
Himalayan Réjasthani, should be more archaic than those of modern M&wati or the other

6 I have a suspicion that they may have been Iranians, perhaps from Sistdn, but I cannot profess to
prove that hypothesis,




AveusT, 1914.] THE PAHARI LANGUAGE 163

diaiects of Rajputana, just as in Quebec French is more archaic than current Parisian.t5 I
do not see any other way of explaining the existence of the R4jasthini ‘outliers,” if I may
borrow a convenient term from the geologists. The historical indications do not favour the
notion that the Gurjaras, etc., came vié Kabul and thence moved southwards, dropping
settlements in the Lower Himélayas; they rather suggest immigration from the west by the
Quetta and Kandahir routes or lines of march still further south. Settlements dropped
among the Himilayan Hills by invaders speaking a Central Asian language could not poss-
ibly have picked up the tongue cf eastern Réjputdnd. The ancestors of the Swat Gujurs
must have spoken Réajasthani and have learned it in a region where it was the mother
tongue. The far northern extensions of that form of speech must apparently be attributed
to the time when the Gurjara kingdom attained its greatest expansion. We know from
inscriptions that the dominions of both Mihira-Bhdja and his son, Mahéndrapala {cer.
840-908 A, D.), included the Karnél district to the north-west of Delhi.

“«My answer to the problem proposed at the beginning of this note, therefore, is that
the Gujurs, ete., of the lower Himalayas, who now speak forms of Rajasthani, are in large
measure of the same stock as many Rajpiit clans in Rajputana, the Panjab, and the United
Provinces ; that their ancestors emigrated from R&jputani after they had acquired the
RaAjasthéni speech ; and that the most likely time for such emigration is the ninth century,
when the Gujara-Rajpit power dominated all northern and north-western India, with its
capital at Kanauj.c6”

Turning now to the other explanation, we may premise by stating that the Gurjaras
may possibly have entered Rajputina from two directions. They invaded the Sindh
Velley, where they have practically disappeared as a distinct caste, the Gakkhars,
Janjass, and Pathins being too strong for them.6” But their progress was not stopped, and
they have probably entered the Gujarat Province and Western Rijputina by this route,
In Gujardt they became merged into the general population, and there is now in that
province no Gijar caste, but there are Gijar and simple Viyiis (traders), Gtjar and simple
Sutirs (carpenters), Gijar and simple Sonirs (goldsmiths), Gajar and simple Kumbhars
(potters), and Gajar and simple Salats (masons).ts )

Géjars, as distinct from Rajpiits, are strong in Eastern Réjputdna, their greatest
numbers being in Alwar, Jaipur, Mewar, and the neighbourhood. Here they are a distinct
and recognised class, claiming to be descended from Rajpiits.69 These must have come
along the other supposed line of advance from the north. Several Gijar-Rajpit tribes, such
as the Chalukyas, Chahaménas (Chauhéns), and Sindas, came to Réjputina from a moun-
tainous country called Sapéadalaksha.

65 [As a matter of fact Gujuri ¢s more archaic in its forms than its nearest congener, modern Méwatf,
See the Gujuri section below.—Q. A. G.]
6 For historical, epigraphical, and numismatic details, see V. A. Smith—
¢« The Gurjaras of Rajputdna and Kanauj " (J. B. 4. 8., Jan., April, 1909);
“ White Hun Coins from the Panjéb * (Ibid., Jan. 1907) ;
« White Hun Coins of Vydghramukhsa >’ (Ibid., Oct. 1907);
“ The History of the City of Kanauj, ete.” (Ibid., July 1908).
D. R. Bhandarkar—
¢ Foreign elements in the Hindu Population” (Ind. A4nt., 1911, pp. 7—37). Mr. Bhandarkar
%). 39)hthinks that Eastern Rajasthin! is derived from Pahari Hindi ; but I do not think he can
e right. -
€7 Ibbetson, I, c., p. 263. Mr. Vincent Smith is of opinion that the position of their principal settlement,
that at Bhinmal, North-West of Mount Abi, indicates that the Gurjaras came from the West, across Sindh,
and not from the North down the Indus Valley. They could have entered Sindh either #i¢ Makréin, as the
Arabs did later in the end of the 7th century, or through Balfichistdn by roads further north. If they
came from Sistin and spoke an Eranian language, they would soon have picked up an Indian tongue.
On this theory, the Gujars of the Panjib would have entered that province from the south, proceeding up
the Indus Valley, Mr. Smith points out that the Panjdb Gurjaras probably are a later settlement. We
hear of them first in the Kashmir chronicles in the 9th century.
¢ Bhandarkar, I c., p. 22.
6 In 1901, the total number of Ghjars in R4jputdna was 462,739, Of these, 46,046 were enumerated
in Alwar, 184,494 in Jaipur, and 50,674 in Mewédr. Bharatpur, adjoining Alwar, had 44,875
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Mr. Bhandarkar®™ has shown that this Sapidalaksha included the hill-country from
Chamba on the west, to Western Nepal on the east, thus almost exactly corresponding with
the area in which Western and Central Pahari are now spoken. Now, in this tract at the
present day it may be said that, while there are plenty of Rajpfits, there are no Gijars. The
main population is, as we have seen, Khasa, in which the non-military Géjars must have been
merged.™t The Sapadalaksha Gijar-Rajpits, on the other hand, have provided Mewér with
its Chauhsns. We have seen that one of the Swat Gujur septs is also called Chauhén, and
the second of the two explanations for the presence of the Gujurs in their present seats is that
they are not a backwash of immigration from Ré4jputéna, but are the representatives of
Gurjaras who were there left behind while the main body advanced and settled in Sapada-
laksha. Instead of taking to agriculture and becoming merged in the population, they
retained their ancestral pastoral habits and their tribal individuality.™

We have seen that there were originally many Réjpits in Sapidalaksha. In the times
of the Musalman rule of India many more RAjpats from the plains of India took refuge
amongst their Sapadalaksha kin and there founded dynasties which still survive. Particulars
regarding these will be found in the Introduction to the three Pahéri languages and need
not be repeated here. Suffice it to say that it is plain that down even to the days of late
Musalman dominion the tie between Sapadalaksha and Réjputéna was never broken. And
this, in my opinion, satisfactorily explains the fact of the close connexion between the
Pahéri languages and Réajasthani.

We thus arrive at the following general results regarding the Aryan-speaking popu-
lation of the Pah4yi tract.

The earliest immigrants of whom we have any historical information were the Khaas,
a race hailing from Central Asia and originally speaking an Aryean, but not necessarily, an
Indo-Aryan, language, They were followed by the Gurjaras, a tribe who invaded India
about the sixth century A. D. and occupied the same tract, then known as Sapidalaksha.
At that time, they also spoke an Aryan, but not necessarily an Indo-Aryan, language.
Of these Gurjaras the bulk followed pastoral pursuits and became merged in and identified
with the preceding Khasa population. Others were fighting men, and were identified by
the Brahmaus with Kshatriyas, In this guise they invaded Eastern Rajputédna from

Sapadalaksha, and, possibly, Western Réjputana from Sindh, and founded, as Rajpiits,
the great RAjpit states of Réjputéna.+

0 ], ¢. pp. 28 ff. Sapddalaksha becomes in modern s;-;—e-ec‘;h .éau—:mldkh, and means one hundred amd
twenty-five thousand, a reference to the supposed number of hills in the tract. At the present day the
name is confined to the ¢ Stwdlik * hills.

7l We see traces of this merging in the great Kantt caste of the Simla Hills. It has two divisions, one
called Khasid and the other Rdo (Ibbetsonl c. p. 268). The former represent the Khasas, and it is
difficult to avoid the conclusion that the RéAos are Gljars who have become merged into the general
population and have adopted a name Réo, indicating their closer connexion with the Rajplits.

72 The writer's personal opinion upon this disputed point is given at length near the end of this article
(p. 166).

™ Tt is possible that the _G‘ru:gjara,s, at the time that they first entered the hills, did not speak an Indo=
Aryan language, We are quite ignorant on the point, But this must not be taken as suggesting that the

languages of their descendants, the R4jplits and the Gujurs, is not Indo-Aryan. It is now-a-days certainly
Indo-Aryan, and belongs to the Inner-Group of these languages.

¢ Tt is interesting, on this point, to note that the Central Pabayi of Kumaun and Garhwil (d.e., of
Eastern Sapadalaksha) agree with Eastern Réjasthant in having the genitive postposition k4 and the verb
substantive derived from the achh, while in the Western Pahéxi of the Simla Hills (¢.e., Western Sapada-
laksha) the termination of the genitive is the Western Réjasthani 78, while one of the verbs substantive
(4, is) is probably of the same origin as the Western Réjasthant hgi. As for Gujarath, the genitive ends in
nd, and the verb substantive belongs to the achh group. West of Western Paharl we have the Péthwari
dialect of Lahndd, Here also the genitive termination is nd, but the verb substantive differs from that of
Gujarstl. On the other hand Gujardti agrees with all the Lahnda dialects in one very remarkable point
¥iz., the formation of the future by means of a sibilant. We thus see that right along the lower Himaélaya,

from the Indus to Nepal, there are three groups of dialects eeing in striking ints with, i
Guyarati, Western Rajasthint and Eastern Rijasthns. agrectne g points with, in order
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The Khasas were, we have seen, closely connected with the tribes nicknamed ‘Pisichas’
or cannibals, of North-Western India. I have elsewhere contended, and I believe proved,
that the wild tribes of the extreme North-West, immediately to the South of the Hindi
Kush, are modern representatives of these ancient °Pifachas,’ and I have classed the
languages now spoken by them and also Kéashmiri, as belonging to the ‘Pisicha Group.’
This Pifdcha Group of languages possesses many marked peculiarities strange to the
Aryan languages of the Indian Plains, and several of these are clearly observable
in the various forms of Western and Central Pahiri,—strong in the extreme west, but
becoming weaker and weaker as we go eastwards. It is reasonable to infer that in
this we have traces of the old language of the Khasas, whom Sanskrit tradition
makes to be related to the Pisachas.™ But the Pahiri languages, although with this
Khala basis, are much more closely related to Rajasthani. This must be mainly due
to the Gtijar influence. We have seen that the Gijars occupied the country, and became
absorbed in the general population, but at the same time they must have given it
their language. Then there was a constant reflux of emigration on the part of the Giijar-
Rajpats from Ré&jputdna and the neighbouring parts of India. These re-immigrants
became, as befitted their Kshatriya station, the rulers of the country and to-day most of
the chiefs and princes of the old Sapadalaksha trace their descent from Rajpits of the plains.
The re-immigration was increased by the oppression of the Mughul rule in India proper, and
there are historical notices of tribe after tribe, and leader after leader, abandoning their
established seats in Rajputana, and seeking refuge from Musalméin oppression in the hills
from which they had originally issued to conquer the Gangetic Valley.7¢

In Sapadalaksha proper (the hill-tract with Chamba for its western and Kumaon for
its eastern extremity) the Khaias and the Gijars have kept themselves comparatively
pure from admixture with the Tibeto-Burmans who overflowed from beyond the Himé-
laya and also occupied the southern slope of the range. Here the Aryans succeeded in
arresting their Tibeto-Burman competitors in the race for possession. On the other hand,
in the east, in Nepil, the Tibeto-Burmans forestalled the Khafa-Gfjars, and when the
latter entered the country they found the others already in possession of the chief valleys.
The bulk of the population of Nepal is Tibeto-Burman, and the Khas conquerors have ever
been in a minority. The result has been a considerable racial mixture, which is well des-
cribed by Hodgson and Professor Sylvain Lévi in the works mentioned in the list of
authorities. Most of the Khaéas of Nepal are of mixed descent. Here it is unnecessary
to do more than record the fact, and to refer the ethnologist to the works above mentioned
for particulars. What concerns us now is the language, and that has followed the fate
of the Khas-Géijar tribe, While still distinctly allied to Réjasthini, the Aryan language
of Nepal presents a mixed character. Not only many words, but even special phases
of the Grammar, such as the use of the Agent case before all tenses of the transitive verb,
and the employment of a complete honorific conjugation, are plainly borrowed from the
speech of the surrounding Tibeto-Burmans. These changes in the speech are increasing
with every decade, and certain Tibeto-Burman peculiarities have come into the language
within the memory of men alive at the present day.

75 Attention will frequently be called to these Khasa traces in deeling with each language in the
following pages. See especially the section devoted to Western Pahéri.
6 For details, see the Introductions to each of the three Pahéri Groups.
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The question of the language spoken by the Gujurs of Swit is different and more
difficult. Two opposing theories have been given in the preceding pages, and the present
writer will now attempt to give his own views on the subject. It must, however, be
observed that these views are founded on imperfect materials, and are only put forward as
what seems to him to be the best explanation till further materials become available.

We do not know what language was spoken by the Gurjaras of Sapidalaksha. It
has been stated that it was not necessarily Indo-Aryan. This is true merely as a con-
fession of ignorance. We simply do not know. All that we can say is that in some
respects (such as the use of handd as a postposition of the genitive, the form chha®, for the
verb substantive, and the use of I3 to form the future tense) its modern descendant, Raja-
sthani, shows points of agreement with the Pisacha languages of the north-west.

These Sapidalaksha Gurjaras came into Eastern Rajputina, and their language there
developed into Modern Raijasthini. But as has been shown in the part of the Survey
dealing with Réjasthini, this is not a pure language. The Gurjaras settled among a
people speaking an Indo-Aryan language of the Inner Group akin to Western Hindi. They
adopted this lauguage, retaining at the same time many forms of their own speech The
result was Réajasthini, a mixed language in which, as has been shown elsewhere, the influ-
ence of the Inner Group of Indo-Aryan languages weakens as we go westwards. In the
north-east of Rajputdna, in Alwar and Mewat, the influence of the Inner Group is
strongest.

Now the Gujurs of Swit speak this mixed Méwati Rajasthani, and not the language of
the Sapidalaksha Gurjaras, whatever that was. Of this there can be no doubt. Swit
Gujuri therefore must be a form of Méwati Rajasthani, and we cannot describe the latter
as a form of Swit Gujwi, for we know that it originally came from Sapaidalaksha, not
from Swit, !

Mr. Smith has described how the Gijars of Réjputina can have entered the Panjab,
and, whether the details of his theory are correct or not (and the present writer, for one,
sees no reason for doubting them), we may take it, that the main point,—their entry from
Rajputdna—is proved.

We are thus able to conceive the following course of events, The Mewat Gdjars went
up the Jamna Valley, and settled in the Panjab plains, There they amalgamated with the
rest of the population and lost their distinctive language, Some of them settled in
the submontane districts of Gujrdt, Gujranwala, Kangra, and the neighbourhood. Here
they partially retained their old language, and now speak a broken mixture of it, Pafijibi,
and Hinddstani. The use of Hindéstini formsin this mongrel submontane Gujarf, far
from the River Jamn4, on the banks of which Hindéstani has its proper home, is most
suggestive.

Finally, other Gdajars, more enterprising than their fellows, went on further into the
mountains, beyond the submontane tract, and are now-a-days represented by the Gujurs
of Swat, Kashmir, and the neighbourhood.

These last wander free over the mountains of their new home, and have little inter-
course with the other inhabitants of the locality, They have hence retained the original
language which they brought with them from Mewat. But even here we shall see in the
specimens sporadic waifs picked up on their journey—stray Hindést4ni and Paiijabi forms,
retained like solitary flies in amber, within the body of the Gujur speech.



