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The ’\Ieuhduta of hahdas ha.s been
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many European Languages by competent

ced T EDMGTT W0 o

- .tlJ -“- JaL

has been admlmbly trmalated mto Eﬂﬂ‘hsh /,:sor

3495.11‘{ Q% s.:\_,‘, \_., T o stent

Wﬂeon and there a.lso eucta 2 more accura s nad falthful

23 shiver - ST

tmﬁalatlon of it into tbe; bienk verae by Mr. Gnﬂith A

H '__ '. i ) fzz'h{”_‘ r i 'j ! ! \
literal prope tmnsfatlon has also come under m y notlce. It
.' "j uf i:j:“i"‘.'f;: i l trr .

Was only very recenﬂy that Rm Lathman Smg brought'
.,. catiniea ;..4'3'?[{0‘) IO e AJ)U :--!" ' ¥ " f_'- e E " ._.q\
out ) metr’;cal translation of 1It m the Hlndl Lano'uage.
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ia.m gure tbe poem might have been translated 1ntc _the
'us ‘..{-‘J ﬁ_-._ -__ \/ d . _’, '\
Bencall Guzmtl ‘and’ Mahmttl Lanﬂuagea. _Unfortunately'
-'-—J'-' a.i-.,__.-,i."'i Faarli i SO :r W iR
Kumaoni does not. at presént possess the character of a
LY. QHIRE 8L o LROINLLN risIsy T {=aoYTre Ayl J
langun,ge and consequently no uttempts have bf,en made to
po wAnuMn O .nf‘ul{ o] (AU IR S TA T Ll !‘_
create such thmcr as literature in it. Though very poar at
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present it is c'r.pable of 1mprcvement and 1 am 'sﬁi'e that
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Jf a.ttempts: he made to cultwate 1t 1t wﬂ’ yleld an abundent
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I_languabes 1t is capable of bomo' enuched from the s'tme
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souwe Cumously, _howev r that though descendmg from

_the same pa.rent stocL it reaembles more w1th “the Bencrah
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‘than - mth the Ma}iratti‘langu'Lge If it resembles the latt.er
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at all 1t 1s m the frequent occurrence of ‘the letter !Ir It

..; J" .-JJ... .- . f

‘is _mo_ buemess of mme to enter mto a (‘]lSCIlSSlOIl ‘upon
t]ns SUb_]Cuu, but I beheve tha,t to a phllolomst 1t \ull

presmt a useful and mterestmo' branch of enqulry

In the Ei_‘egarg,tton_of. the [present trans slation T Lave had



to encounter diﬁiwlties .,of_ a-.f.ﬁerious nature. There isa

vast deal of dlﬁ‘erence between Kumaom 88 it 1s wntten

a.nd lkumaom as 1t 13 spoken. But the dlﬁ'erence lS more
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than w1th anv tlnno‘ e]se. lt 13 1mpossﬂ-)le;'i;:o present
"RPLEPEN i hre el

111 Wnt.m_o- the correct pronuncmtlon of ﬁrofds a.s spoken
For eximi)le take the ﬁrat verse. | ﬁat '@1:{% though

-

correot m 1tself Wou]d hardly be pronounced Just ‘as it
“Elnereendt wepsl pns Firors
standb ('Slta S_nén le } m the cour.-,e of conversatlon. 1t

; . 4_.-.-.

Sioau . .-_I“‘.-_-'t

wﬂl ha;’o f_: -'l:"e pronounced 88 1f 1t were ﬁa]’ équ
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( Slta Snénml) or else 1t W1l1 exclte latrghter or at any
rate would be regardcd a.a mere pedantry Then agam take

tonr «-_}:}(I TR
the exptesswn 'emzn EIGI occurrmg in the same verse
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_Whlch 71‘;‘hough notuat a.H lncorreot in Wﬁtmg would have to
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_be pronounced as 1f 1t were @mxmqn, frlvm ¢ at the same
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l_tune a. llttle long sound to a in équ, a so‘und{ nitei‘mé--
__:dmto between g‘@' and %’m (long and short_) for WhICL
unfortunately no proﬁsmri has been made m Sanskrlt
IGmmmar.z Then '10'.11n take the expresé:loﬂ ‘Eﬂla’ ao‘d
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m:a occurnng m the ﬁrst a.nd secoﬁd verses respec-
Jlfwely for whlch slmlhr remarks Would apply The correct
way of Wntmrr them would be gq;_ﬁ! a.nd EZWI% Whlch in
common talk would have to be transformed into ?mﬁ
" and w:ma I ha,ve tned to mtroduce these ‘dltered forms
o cort'un occacloua in the course of my tmnslatlon “not

only for the emoenmes of the métre, 'biit also on ‘the unders-

tanding that standibg as they do they will' make a greater



impression upon the ‘mind - of  the public “and:colivéy the
serise with more éase and facility by being 'more :soncrous :
and effective. ‘To- teach the ‘correct pronunciation of :
words - belonging “todialects still unreformed: by -giving.
Wntten “directions would be a futile endeavour. : The only
sure way of Tearning them is - to come into daily. contact
with ‘the people among whom - they are spoken’and to.
attend fo their converstion. S

¢ Ima(y be here allowéd to -observe < that” Kumaoni .js .not
the on'y ‘dialéct’ whichprésents these diversities  of forms.
Even in highly- cultivated labgusges-“we find that:words
have'to be clipped and shortened in ‘thé course -6f. conver-
sation. ~‘In .dialects ‘h6 doubt this = shoftening.: process
( which Professor Max Muller calls the principle of Phonetic
Decay ) finds o greatet scope and there being no - coercive
hand of a literary civilisation it is.-no wonder if peculiarities
érop up in abundance. r '

T am sure that the present translation, .if read just asit
is in print without taking: into consideration ‘the rules of
the metré of which itis an imitation and the directions
pointed out abové “11'*011'1;1 ]n:ifdly be pledsing and would in
certain quarters be regnrded as & vain attempt. ‘But I am
conﬁdent of the fact thnt to a Sa.nsknt—knowmg man whose
cars have been accustomed to the Sanskrit metre which
I have tried to'il:.nitate,'it will appear as nmuSi';ug, if not so

Q&-’ective as if it were written in Sanskrit itself, But in
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spite of:all-the’ care: which. L lave, tried -to bestow. in. the.:
construction-of :the - verses. 1 any, afraid . they :_W‘?-H.ld.f not. bﬁr
able tosbenp a:severe serutiny;: and. thisis owing. to the,
roughivateth ih. which. the dialeot, is: at: present- apd  alsn
owing: 5 the: fact that- the same words are prononnced.
differently 'in wvarious quarters. :There being no. standprd,
Kandaoni a¢:present, the pronunciation of words is ngé;;e 01'
less arbitrary, I have tried to,;gd_opt_v..ag:,\...ﬁa—.r. as 1 conld,
the-laniguiage of the;upper ten  as -being " more ;igtd)jéb}e,‘
and more mited to.the dignified nature of the poem. .. , ..,
I 'may also’be' permitted -to .observe tha} to 3cnPF who -
is fond -of .finding. fault’ with the verses and. ;vho is .very:
much.anxious of khowing whether they satisfy. the condi-.
tions.of: the 'metre-as given in the Vritta-ratodkar, this
performance of inine will appear ata superficinl glan.ce Yo

be quife unsatisfactory. Accotding to the chamcte}stic or;
=@ of the metre which is known in Sanskrit Poetry A8

'lﬂlzm Faaﬁﬁm, it: must contain nineteen letters or. syl]ables

long.or . shart according to the follawing scale. '

JUU—IU uluu-—l-_u,-_ul —

‘vf[“o s superficial observer it will appear that many of the
?ers@ i_nsteaﬂ of pont.nih_ing nineteen letters or ‘syllables are
found to contain 20, 21 or 22. But in reality it is not
80. Hany letters 1n the Kumaoni dislect are read as €
natumﬂy and to which no w# mark is genenally added.
This peculiarity, it should be noted, is not confined to



Kumaoni only. - Besides Sanskrit it will be .found in
admest _every language or dialect, the Bengali, the Mahratii,
the Hm(h and the Guzeratl languages forming no -,.e'xcéptipp
Wyhz_xt_evq;: .:.Take for example the Hindi sentence magy
ﬂﬁlfﬁjas;i’- i-The letters 7, ¥ T, at the end of every
word -are always ‘proﬁqunéed a:s'f if tlie_y Were g even
though :they- contain nod %% marks, = In printed books
whether in Prose or in Poetry we see thé.m jl;st'ﬁs '-"t}iey “are
__ Tvithout"afnjtf;uiark added '--_!:o-fhé'm. T he:- ‘fsa,nfie'-_ is-:the ‘case
wﬂ;h the .‘:",Kuma.oni."; 7] have -'alcdordi_ngl_y i'~'<:0m§idi_3i‘éd T it
.'_?:_fjuite‘ unneéeé.sar-y- to burden my - verses Wwith ‘these and
isimi'lar- appendages which can’ %‘f“e'fjr well do -without them..
" #There is aléo another peculmnty whmh I should tike to
'pomt out here, fwithout notmmg whmh some verses “are’
]Jkely to ‘Offer Toom for cntlcmm. “There are certzun ex-
pressions, which thoucrh “In Wntmo' are generally ertten-
Separa.te’ly, avetin-the course of conversation to be mixed
up i:ogether, p‘roducmo' i sotnd " which cannot be represen-
ted by means of wiitten lettei's w1th anythmn‘ like aécuracy
T take® at random the sentence ﬁﬁ (just as thou
girt ). Tlus sentence will have to be pronounced as 1f
it were written ﬁ@iﬁ ’ gwmg at the same time a very
Slight sound to g which unfortunately cannot be r'epresen:-
ted. Expressions like this are likely to cccur on many
occasions in  the present translation and the critic is res-

pectfully requested to take into consideration the pronum-



ciation of words rather than the form in which they are
written when he sets about the scanning process, and
applies the nineteen letter test,  Tlius the above expression
should as a general rule be regarded to contain’ threé' sylla=
bles only, though actually it is written - with - four, unléss”
of course, the exigencics of the metre - do not. permit -of -its.
being so reckoned, in which case it would be legitimaté:
poetic licence. I

Tt is, I must confess, not an easy' task to -introduce: the.
claborate Sanserit metres into other -languages -and . dialects.
with the strictest possible- accuracy. Flaws - there - must:
necessarily be; but the more closely one approaches:to: them
the more creditable is the attempt. I have, tried to. be-sﬁs
accurate as my materials could allow, and I am bold, enough
to assert that criticisms of the mature, pmnted -out, La.'bove:
I am prepared at any time to explain away, . I
Ihave said in another place thatin Kumaoni there m‘e
certain spunds peculiar fo itself, for which no . prov,lsmn ,has"
been made in Sanscrit Grmnma.r. These sounds, are ;ntelme-
diate between ?@ and - &g though in writing d;hey a1re-
always represeated by DY letters. I haye I__c;!;‘(?d as. an.
instance the expression /I IISL oceuring in the ﬁrét

verse. Words like &1, ‘éﬁm and others too numerous to
mention possess this peculiarity. The vowels X q,l
WY, =7y, ond the syllables to -which they .are added shave

also n peculiarity similar to the above. They “perform a



“Jouble function. .They are both §g's and é“r&'s Just as

short ¥ has its 0 long ¢ and short ¥ long &, so the

‘above vewels and the syllables to which they are added
have their gYq’s or long sounds. In poetry they have
to be read according to the exigencies of the metre,

I have made a copious use of Sanskrit words and this
for two reasons.  In the first place, the stock of words in
the Kumaoni diaIec_tl is 1i;nited and insufficient. There are
good -many wdfds ',wh.'i'ch though posting current amids't
'-ce_t*flfai'n section of the people have ‘not met with anything
like universel approval of the -general public, and are not
_f'amil'iar in their mouth as household words.  Thus though
there is in existence a compound word gﬂ# ®! ®1q for the
Sanskrit fa@isy ( mushroom ), I donot think that it
would have been infelligible to the majority if introduced
in the translation, I have accordingly tried to retain the
original Sanscrit word. In the second pl:;.cé there are many
"WOrds and BYPPESSIODS which cannot adequatly ' €XPress.
the sense of the poet and for whmh 1 was| consequently
obliged to substitute Sunscrit equlva.lent s, Ilhope and
trl__xst that the ;'ez}def_ will take all the above into considera-

‘tiou before he proncunces an unfavorable verdict.

AIMORA, : €

31st..October 93. L, D. Joshi.
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