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PROCEEDINGS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE, REVENUE AND COMMERCE, DECEMBER, 1871.

Venereal Disease at Nynee Tal and Ranikhet. [ Pros. No. 2.

VENEREAL DISEASE AT NYNEE TAL AND RANIKHET.

[ Progs. No. 2. ]

No. 4464A, dated Nynee Tal, the 7th October 1871. [ No. 2.

From—C. A. Erriorr, Esq., Offg. Secretary lo the Government, N. W. Provinces,
Lo—The Secretary to the Government of India.

Witw reference to your letter No. 20, dated the 3rd July last, regarding the measures
Proposed for the suppression of venereal disease at hill stations, and stating that the Right
Honorable the Governor General in Council 1s of opinion that
at no places should the adoption of effective precautionary
Measures he so easy, I am directed to submit a copy of a letter* from the Commissioner of

umaon, and enclosure, containing a further report on the subject.

2. ‘I am to say that after careful consideration the Lieutenant-Governor can find no rea-
Son to withdraw any part of what was said in my letter to the address of the Home Depart-
ment, No. 76A, dated the 5th July 1870.

. 3. The papers now submitted confirm with great force and detail the peculiar difficulties
1% the way of checking venereal disease in the Kumaon Hills. Lock Hospitals are in fact
oflittle or no use ; and the Lieutenant-Governor feels as much baffled, as he expressed himself
' paragraph 4 of my letter above quoted, in proposing a remedy.

* No, 700, dated 4th September.

Ra _4- The proposals now made by the Commissioner and the Cantonment Magistrate of
mk}let may alleviate the evil; but they are all of a nature to be enforced only by Mili-
discipline, Tventually when the Cantonment of Ranikhet has become more completely
ormed, and the Public Works are finished, something might be done by a restrictive cordon

nd- effective arrangements within it ; but at present His Honor has failed to discover any
satisfactory plan.

A 5. The remarks on keeping the men usefully employed at the hill stations are important.
ry {g"ood.deal has been done at Ranikhet in the levelling of sites for the barracks, but the
ork will be only temporary.

tary

ks \?1 At Nynee Tal there has hitherto been no_labor for the convalescent soldiers, At a

sit to the depbt, it was arranged by the Lieutenant-Governor, in concert with the

andc((;;] (;ommallditxg, that employment might be given to the men in the repair of the cart

8 ft:t lroads ; as also in levelling ground for a parade g_rouud, there being none at present.
1er labor might also, perhaps, be available in building.

o 7. The Licutenant-Governor fully agrees that the absence of employment for the men
S8ravates the existing difficulties.

No. 700, dated Almorah, the 4th September 1871.

From—Colonel H. RAMSAY, C. B., Commissioner of the Kumaon Division,
To—The Junior Secretary to Government, North-Western Provinces.

No,. :;[32;\? Shic }(io;or to acknowledge receipt of your endorsement, General Department,
ssowles ’fordthe u} ultgno, \Fth pap.etl'sl_s‘ho‘vn‘lg the sulclqes‘a: 1at‘cenqmg measures ltakeu at
Women, who & grﬁvcu ion of venereal disease among soldiers by their resorting to low caste
my fOI‘x’n e (:zumo e registered an.d gupervxsegl as prostitutes; and asking me to reconsider
ractin diy L‘Xp{‘essed opinion that it is impossible to prevent soldiers resorting to, and con-
g disease from, such women in this province.
% T submit herewith a letter® in original from the Cantonment Magistrate at Ranikhet,
* No. 124, dated 25th August 1871, who takes t‘lu.: greut.est interest in the subject, :mfl has bee}l
XPerience Sevad biabth most energetic in his c_nde:.wours to :}b;_lte this nuisance. His
Prevent soldiers fir u confirm what I have alwuyg nuuntuqu, that it 1s next to impossible to
Questioneq that, “(:)Sl res)‘j"t"\g to low caste women in these _lnlls. Itis a fact that cannot be
dmong ther,, N 00m™ women are utterly immoral. Conjugal fidelity 1s almost unknown
m eir emp] . ot only are they accessible to the soldiers ; they wateh for and dec'oy them.
Depart Ployment as grass and wood-cutters, and as coolies employed by the Public Works
ag | ment in cantonments, gives them every facility tioe their illicit trade; and wi
» gives them every facility to practice their 1llicit trade; and where,

m g hy 3 v - : 3
are “Dab{n station, there are so many ravines and quiet spots suited to their purpose, the Police
e to detect every case.
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3. But even if it were possible, by using patrols of soldiers in addition to the
Native Police, to guard completely against this evil within cantonment limits—and I do not
think that every precautionary measure of this sort would be fully successful—the fact re-
mains that soldiers will go beyond cantonments, with or without leave, to attain their object.
Tt is clear from the Cantonment Magistrate’s report that some men who would not be seen
to frequent a licensed brothel, will brave any penalty to compass their end. It would be
perhaps hard to forbid well-conducted men going beyond station bounds ; but it is just from
this class of men that some will seek intercourse with non-registered women in places where
they reckon on immunity from detection. The fear of contracting disease does not, 1 think,
have the slightest deterrent effect. The reckless, shameless men, on the other hand, have
no seruple in openly frequenting a brothel, and as a rule such men escape disease.

4. The measures adopted at Kussowlee would only be successful in this province by
entirely excluding low caste women from cantonments as coolies employed on public works,
and as wood and grass-cutters. We have not to deal with only a few women, but with
hundreds, all of them ready to ply the prostitutes’ trade. And even if the women are prevente
coming into cantonments, and I think it would be impossible, the soldiers would find them
out in defiance of picquets and Police. Indeed, as regards Native Police, I believe they woul
be too much afraid to interfere with the soldier. But I need not speak of possibilities ant
probabilities ; Colonel Chamberlain’s experience is the strongest argument I can adduce o
show the difficulties met with in Kumaon in preventing venereal disease.

5. T have no doubt, however, that when the Ranikhet station is more fully established,
preventive measures will be rather more easy. I despair of punisking the soldier for con-
tracting disease, being the means of mitigating this great evil. As in drunkenness so in this,
he will seek gratification oblivious of all consequences. But to solve all doubt, the system
of fines and loss of service for period of detention in hospital by venereal might have a tr1a%
But first I should say that every other means possible ought to be used. Patrols of pickv(l an
trusted soldiers might, under the sanction of the military authorities, be told off to patl'nl a
out-of-the-way places ; and in cases where men contract disease when on leave beyond canton”
ments, they might be bebarred from future indulgence of leave. The discovery of the fact
that disease was contracted while on leave should, I suppose, be within the power of the Sur
geon. Another measure might be used if possible, that is to prevent petty dealers gelling
medicines to the men in barracks for the secret treatment of disease, and thus compel them t0
go to hospital.

6. I am persuaded, however, that the soldier’s present mode of life in Indian cnntmmlf‘“ts
is sadly against them. Having comparatively nothing useful to do, they cannot but be “.l b
and run into excess. How to employ them usefully is a grave question ; but one obvious openitg
is offered in the building of barracks and clearing of sites at hill stations. This is nob #
question of profit or loss as respects the agency employed by the Public ‘Works Dvpurt‘mcllt:
but of how to keep strong healthy men occupied. I consider it would be far better to hav®
them constructing and then demolishing earthworks than sitting idle in barracks; their min®

only at work on schemes of low pleasure. Too often the literature supplied to them for me
purpose of healthy instruction or recreation, is, 1 fear, seasoned with works that only debas¢
and pave the way for sensual indulgence and its companion disease. I do not see why, at D1

stations, soldiers should not be taught to wait upon themselves, and do everything for ”Wt‘;:é

selves that they must do in England. T think he would be more useful and cheaper t0 pe
State if the soldier were made to build his own barracks, make his furniture, grow his vege™
bles, and cook them.

No. 124, dated Ranikhet, the 25th August 1871.

From—Lieut.-Colonel T. H. CuassertalN, Cantonment Magistrate, Ranikhet,

To—The Commissioner of Kumaon.

W
heve 17

Ix reply to your No. 592 of the 5th instant, with enclosures, as per margin, I ol
o L » . . ) v s p U
the honor to offer my opinion “on the preveéntion of ve nt]“‘t
Government  Order No. 33874,  (isease among the European soldiers in the hills.” 1! b
dated 3rd August, and enclosures of it = AL Ner. but T ‘wist W to L.(ﬂla,
{BoidoverifitsRb o Tnlfk: apologize for not answering: earlier, bu wishec o7
information on points which suggested themselves to
of practical importance in my reply.
’ y g . s o
9. Anv one conversant with Kumaon low caste classes is aware of the unblnshmvoﬂm
) ong

- ¢ 3 . . . . . x '
morality which (unfortunately) exists among them—a venality which is not considered W veb

/ ; » o3 \anc
and would appear to be time-honored, and to have existed long before British rule ﬂt‘ ltil’,us
it is among these classes that the soldier has either (if morally capable) to resist temp ( the

an

in many forms, or that the majority of them too easily yield to, and purchase disease,
seeds of a ruined constitution and sometimes death, for a very trifle.
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_ 8. Last year when the troops first came up to Ranikhet, owing to extravagant stories
Which had been spread abroad regarding them, the bazaars for a time were entirely deserted
by the women, but after a few days this temporary dread” was supervened by unmistakeable
81gns of too great a familiarity with them, and grass and wood women and stone-carrying
coolies returned and even increased so as to render it necessary to watch them.

4. Much that Lieutenant Kane describes, as enacting with “The Buffs,” is what
OCCul‘rqd here ; only that owing to the numerous khuds and spots easily accessible to the
men within a short distance of their barracks, it was not possible for us to make the effective
cordons he did, and you may recollect the disturbance at Kupeen a” village when the men
of the 37th Regiment tried to carry on their intrigues there. 1 fancy the history of Dugshaie

efore the Lock Hospital was started is what every hill cantonment or Military depot
as gone through. Here, increase of disease, followed in one instance by death, came on so
ast that it was imperatively necessary to start the Lock H ospital system before official sanction
could be obtained.
b 5. Tam not acquainted with the other hill cantonments, hence my remarks can hardly
e consu.lered general ; but after witnessing scenes at Nynee Tal and Landour, which initiated
me eonsu.lcrubly into the mode of procedure by the soldier with the hill women, and what
ave witnessed here, I have no hestitation in most fully concurring with your opinions ; but
80 further and declare that the soldier, despite his ignorance of the language of the natives,
:Zl and do_es, most easily (indeed Zoo easily) purchase immoral pleasure and disease 7o any
in ;2“5 he likes, and that the result is immense risk and expense to the Government—especially
umaon, where disease stalks over the land and is not confined to the lower classes.

6. T am informed by most respectable, and I have reason to believe competent, persons,
Who declare the opinion, that something like 70 per cent of the “Doom” population are
tlseasgd in the province,and that disease is worse among the men than the women owing
0 their general immorality. The females of this class work.as grass and fuel-sellers, coolies,
cultwators, &e., &e.
Pl‘Ost’izt.l t'At Ranikhet it has furnished the largest portion of those who have openly taken out
& 1-'1u10n lxc.cn§cs, and nearly all are the relations of work people engaged on the pu.l)llc
X Il)“dt'e bml(}mgs and contracts going on; hence, whatever may be the s.t:}tc of society
other hill stations, the Lock Hospital here has to combat an element of difficulty, in the
aZLCt tl“{t registered women, after detention and discharge from hospital, contract disease
W with natives. There is every reason to believe that those who ostensibly keep at home
‘?Ok‘_“r‘s' after the family which has followed the head of it here add to the family income by
4:ﬂ‘l(lﬁt"pl‘ostltuti011,” and we have had instances where the women who have decoyed the
peans have preferred to leave the place rather than take the license, as the name was a

Teate popi e ciely R 2
%urstt:éldmgmce to them when openly denounced than the reality so long undiscovered and

3
i :v c\rltllflq1losFi()xl of J)‘revent'}on_ of (l_isulse among th_e Elu‘op.ea;n soldiers is a very difficult
denly ﬂll‘())\\:ltmtm? PR I'he majority of the men are of low origin themselves; they get sud-
Testrain thegn "l \flely little cost into very cheap and abundant vice; they have n.ntlnng to
eebling theiy :m(v they resort to sensuality instead of thff pot-house ; no notions of disease en-
find th:m%cl\' ‘U)_nstltutl.uns alarms them ; 11:')‘{":11'5 of after conscqfl‘lcncos warns tlmm,”tlll .tl.ley
Tesorting .to tTlSllll_u ‘l]):‘lClt:lt(}(l by disease. Those who pass as “moral c}]:u'udcrs dislike
iree or four mL'ltPO“ n brothel—they will not be seen there—though they will take a walk of
meet (who cith(}rm 0{‘ s:}untcr among the khuds .:111(1 run all risks with the strange women they
e man who \villmd \\“1 vthc advance, or accepts it) with the more likely rv.sult of inoculation than
stop disease hen ”01)'(.“1“ 2o to the brothel, where lw.knows the. State liberally endeavours to
carefully st J ‘(,L with the best ordered Loc_k Hospital, and with :1.1)1111(.1:111(30 of women most

5 ¥ watched, the soldier contrives to defeat the plans arranged for his health.

Vision .is é\\ttlclill&l“:it itslclf: the opportunities are endless, and yet the most ('on'stzln‘? S}gpel‘-
ave been ‘dtt;ndél L]l{ 1)l‘|.t101 the p}:\(:C all d:'\.v to discover the women, and their c§0x1 }to)n]s
considering the th(' (td things C‘)IIS‘<_1CI‘Cd) with greater success than could have been gx[»ca(@)t},
he diﬂ'lc::ltv aft ”] a'x?(l features of the place, and that two men have to cope with 400.
y after all is to cope with what occurs outside the cantonment when the men go

0 :

: Olll()ShOOtmg passes and contract disease from sources which can never be discovered.
himself‘.n lﬁff:l‘?:?:r,s, ,Lt(frrl_.n‘;\’ thx"“'e"t‘l‘, that if the :eoldicr was made nns\:flgxf*h:}li)lif?r :ﬁ:adet‘]l,':,?
Would themselves ,l i Fl'lh- 's ep \yn}dd be m.n(le which \voul(.l meet the di (,ll..\l, o] "f

18ease amonor thl‘, ™ i‘) e, and willing, to aid Govcrnm.en't in the prevention of the Sl“f‘“ 0
may ph"-“i(“ﬁ‘lv’ ”Tl-] ('_Onld never understand why a (llstlnctm.n shoul(! be (‘11‘:1\\"11 between a
drunkenyess® ¢ }‘15’(«“?Ss from ycnvrca],}o his “ maiming himself,” or being ¢ \Ul!lt for dn‘ty by
N Viciou; imoxxr“( )\ I lfmh"g""”“l-” 1\0' man should be :ﬂ).le to make himself ; 3\011-ollcot1ve

b T s (i:y: l\t‘;.,. ?‘r even from disease contracted with waZnown females, if -he could be
another ; op }e ‘"1% N dn”lkmmes"ﬂ) ; or made to feel he c‘ou\d not throw his duty on
tracled he would ‘i‘}s. A -a“““"d to count time served in hospital from venereal secretly con-

i) serlously before he yielded to morbid gratifications.
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11. T am of opinion that in hill stations, where the population is notoriously immoral,
the single soldier should be subject to uncertain “ private” medical inspections. Since 1859
save on arrival at a new station, these inspections have ceased. Whether it would be advantage-
ous (under the above described circumstances and with such easy opportunities for contracting
disease) to renew them, from time to time, is a matter for the Government to consider and decide.
I know medical officers dislike it quite as much as the men; but it appears to me (thoug}} I
offer the suggestion quantum valeat) as at least one easy and certain means for detecting
concealed cases of venereal, not leaving it to chance to come to light. In spite of the known
punishment of “ confinement to barracks,” if detected, men do conceal, and manage ofte
successfully to meet the evil. The petty sellers of Europe stores to be found attached to fl}ld
following the regimental bazars of European Regiments are generally supplied ‘Ylth
medicines which can be purchased, and any man who can point out the means to avoid @
* Cause of death was reported debility, visit to the hospital is looked upon by his. comrades 85
but Dr. Heather told me i was the result an oracle. Last year one man of the Royals died from
of venereal secondaries. secondaries,* and there were other fatal cases of the
same, and even worse, forms of disease among the native camp-followers.

12. As far as lies in my power, I promise to leave no exertion untried at Ranikhet
to combat it, and make the Lock Hospital system popular. Government has done much to-
wards doing so by excusing monthly payments from the unfortunates who are registered for
the soldiers. I have no doubt as the station increases and the system is better understood
“secret prostitution” will cease, and that the women themselves will give us more assistance
by denouncing those who practice it, than they have hitherto done.

No ORDERS.
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